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Planting for the Harvest 

F 
or the last several monthsðafter our 

purchase of our first house togetherð

Cyndi and I have been fans of 

HGTV. You get a certain genre of 

commercials on HGTV, as you might imagine, 
and there was one recently that caught my eye. 

It was advertising a fertilizer by emphasizing 

the importance of fertilizing your lawn at the 

very beginning of spring, so that your grass 

will be long and green before the first daffodil 

blossoms. The commercial fed on our desire 

both for beauty and for being the envy of our 

neighbors. 

 It reminded me of the necessity of 

preparing for the growing season, but prepar-

ing in a wise and ordered manner. From all I 

have read, if you fertilize in March, you will 
be mowing your grass every three days until 

the end of Mayðthe eager grass of Spring 

doesnôt need much encouragement. Proper 

preparation for Spring growth begins not in 

March, but the previous Fall. November is 

when you lay down the fertilizer that will feed 

a lawnôs appetite in moderation when the 

weather begins to warm.  Early and thoughtful 

preparationðincorporating organic material in 

the soil when you create a bed; buying and 

planting in the fall the larger bushes and trees 
that you want to enjoy the next Spring; locat-

ing your beds where they will give good 

sunlight and good drainageðthese are the keys 

to successful gardening. (Though let me 

quickly add that Iôm a rank amateur at this.) 

 Our vestry has been tending our gar-

den with just such wisdom and care. There are 

obvious examples of this: our mortgage was 

due to reset its interest rate in August, and 

rather than just waiting to see what would 

bloom at the end of the summer, they took up 

the issue in the dead of winter and locked in 

for us favorable conditions, likely saving us 
thousands of  dollars a year. This has been 

typical of their financial oversight of the par-

ish. They have worked hard to prepare a bal-

anced fiscal bed in which this yearôs garden 

will grow through discipline and (with our 

fund-raisers) bold planning. 

 They are, perhaps more importantly, 

looking to the future, asking what measures are 

needed to deal with an aging physical plant. 

Unforeseen maintenance expenses often arise 

not because the problems were mysterious, but 

because we werenôt looking. Our Finance 
committee is working closely with our newly-

forming Property committee to make sure that 

we are looking closely and with care. 

 We, as a parish, have been planting in 

this well-tended bed with vigor. We have es-

tablished new plantings, celebrating the Fall 

with an Oktoberfest and developing groups for 

our men and for our younger families, couples, 

and singles. We have re-invigorated older 

groups, offering a number of adult educational 

experiences in the past year. We have main-
tained what has been thriving all alongða 

choir, the ECW, our efforts at Outreach and 

fellowship. Soon we will be hiring a new assis-

tant to continue and energize our ministry to 

our youth and childrenða move that is rooted 

firmly in the desire and support of this parish 

as a whole. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Easter HighlightséReady, 

set, go! 

 
 
See page 9 for more photos from 
Easter Sunday! 

 


