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Today, we hear a section from Luke's Gospel that feels a bit like a word soup. There's a lot going 
on here! We learn from earlier in Luke 6 that Jesus has come to “a level place" (Luke 6:17). And 
we learn that Jesus is teaching "a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people 
from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon." But shortly before today's reading 
begins, Jesus "looked up at his disciples and said...."  
 
It's not clear whether Jesus is now speaking just to his disciples or to this gigantic group of 
people from all over the middle east. Either way, it's possible to boil down Jesus' teachings into 
three distinct categories. In the first, he's addressing what those of us studying Paul with David 
have learned to call "status capture." The second has to do with the character of the 
community of Jesus followers. And the final category is "reward" or "measure" and what that 
means in the kingdom or reign of God.  
 
And let me be clear at the outset: What we are NOT meant to do is to read these words of Jesus 
like a giant checklist. Jesus intends these ideas to be notional, rather than a to do list. So, let's 
explore Jesus words more carefully. 
 
Those of us in the Paul bible study have learned that one characteristic of Roman society was 
something called status capture. Status mattered enormously in Roman society. Some status 
was conferred by virtue of one's birth. Those born male and free had more status than those 
born female or enslaved. But one could always grab more status. Giving gifts, having the right 
connections, hanging out with the right people, and valorous conduct during war, all conveyed 
more status. Doing the opposite caused loss of status. Romans, and those colonized by Rome 
who were trying to gain favor with them, were all caught up in gaining and maintaining status. 
 
So, when Jesus says things like, lend expecting nothing in return, love those who hate you, or 
give to everyone, he's setting up what I would call an anti-status capture community.  
 
Let me be clear. Jesus was solidly Palestinian, and he lived solidly in first century Palestine. But 
his hometown of Nazareth was quite near both Sepphoris and Tiberius, two Roman 
communities within Palestine. Some scholars think it's possible that Joseph and Jesus worked as 
carpenters in Tiberius, as it was being built, around the year 20 AD and it was very close to 
where they lived. Jesus would have seen status capture in action. He would have known how it 
worked to destroy rather than create community. He would have seen that status capture 
values run counter to the kingdom or reign of God. So, Jesus taught his followers to avoid things 
that would accrue status and to do the kinds of things that fight status capture. Again, Jesus 
isn't giving them or us a checklist, he's inviting them and us into a mindset.  
 
Jesus is also aware of what status capture does to a community. If people are clawing and 
scraping to get more status, then they likely aren't focused on building community. And they 
certainly aren't focused on caring for those who can't possibly give them status. In fact, in 
Roman society, one's acquaintances could cause loss of status if they weren't "in" enough.  
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Throughout Jesus' preaching and teaching, Jesus is creating the building blocks for a community 
that is grounded in love and in commitment to one another and to God. You can see all the 
hallmarks of that community in Jesus' teaching for today: non-violence, generosity, charity, 
forgiveness, not judging others, and love are all found in this short passage. And that love is the 
agape love we talked about a few weeks ago - love that longs for the well-being of another.  
 
In his teaching for today, Jesus is building a vision for how a community of faithful people ought 
to behave towards one another - and towards those outside the community. Again, this isn't so 
much a check list as it is a vision. It's a vision those first hearers and Christians throughout the 
centuries are invited into. And it's a vision that extends to us right here and right now. 
 
Jesus ends hist teaching with the promise that those who do these things will receive a great 
reward. The reward will be so great that the measure pressed upon us will overflow.  
 
We are inclined to think that any reward is financial one. That, of course, makes no sense. 
Turning the other cheek, loaning to those who can't repay and giving one’s shirt along with 
one's coat are likely to have the opposite effect. So, what is this reward that Jesus speaks of?  
 
When Jesus talks about rewards, he's always talking about the kingdom or reign of God. And 
the kingdom or reign of God is less about what happens when we die and far more about the 
character of the world we live in here and now. Archbishop Desmond Tutu was famous for 
saying that the kingdom of God isn't about "pie in the sky when die," but about making sure 
that everyone has their pie in the here and now! In other words, the kingdom of God is one 
characterized by all those things that Jesus named earlier in the passage: non-violence, 
generosity, charity, forgiveness, not judging others, and love. When we create communities 
characterized by these values, everyone benefits. That's the reward.  
 
David and I recently had the opportunity to do something kind for neighbor who is ill. She was 
so happy.  Her happiness reflected back to us, leaving us happy too. That's not why we did it, of 
course. But it felt great to know that we'd made a difference. It was rewarding. 
 
Think back on a time when you did something based on these values. What effect did it have on 
the other person? And what effect did it have on you?  
 
The invitation in this text is for all of us to be on the lookout for opportunities when we can live 
into these values that Jesus holds up for us. And then, through those actions to co-create a 
world that is characterized by those values. When we do that, people thrive and flourish. And 
the kingdom or reign of God comes into being.  
 
AMEN 
 


