
Everything comes to an end. This is a truth that is sometimes harsh, sometimes 

comforting, but always present. This is what John addresses in Revelations, as he describes the 

second coming of Christ and the end of the world. Yet, while the end of the world is, hopefully, 

quite far away, his words are still relevant in many ways to our lives today. The point of life is 

not to die, but to live, and we can do that because we believe in Jesus. He is the end, but he is 

also our protector from the end, giving us freedom to live without chains of fear until the end 

will come. 

I am afraid. I am afraid of coming up here to talk to you all today, afraid of going off to 

college on my own, afraid of death. I am also afraid of bugs. However, I am up here speaking 

my truth in spite of my fears, and in some ways because of them. I can do this because I know 

that it will all work out alright. As long as I believe in Jesus, everything will work out in the 

end. I'm going off to college soon, the University of Alberta, which is quite far away. I don't 

know anybody in Edmonton, where the school is located, so everyone I meet will be a stranger. 

I will be alone, hundreds of miles from home. There aren't even any direct flights to here. That 

is a terrifying prospect, especially for people like me who have trouble talking to people. I won't 

really be alone, though, because I believe in Jesus, and I believe he will always be with me.  

I think that the important part of this isn't as much the fact that Jesus exists, but the belief 

of him. Sometimes, we make things real by believing in them, and to some extent that is what 

happens with gods. There are many different gods, worshiped by different people with different 

religions, so who can really prove which ones right? What's important is not what's true but 

what we believe in. I don't think I will be okay if I go to college on my own because the Holy 

Spirit came to me and a vision and told me Jesus would watch out for me, but because I believe 

he will. Yes, we have the bible and psalms and all sorts of religious texts telling us what's true, 

but none of that means anything without belief. Without belief, the bible is just a storybook, and 

we are simply atoms waiting to lose our sentience. By allowing us to believe in him, Jesus frees 

us from the fears of the mortal world.  



A common fear is existential dread. The feeling that we are simply machines and not 

special, that we have no purpose, that we are living solely or the sake of living. This is a 

terrifying concept for some, but one I have thought about quite a bit for my age. Ironically, it 

actually led to my certainty in my own beliefs.  

A few years ago, I participated in an Italian exchange program, which is one of the 

greatest experiences I have ever had. Also doing the program was a boy. I hadn't met him 

before, but he goes to my school and we ended up talking quite a bit. He was very philosophical 

and enjoys topics like the meaning of life and what is the point of doing anything. His favorite 

at the time, though, was whether or not free will exists. Eventually, he was explaining to 

someone else how they had no free will and everything they did wasn't there choice, and they 

started crying. The Italian students, who were with us at the time, didn't understand what was 

going on, so I explained to my exchange student, and she didn't understand. In her view, free 

will was certain because of God. At that point, I realized that I could do the same. That by not 

questioning the existence of a God, all my other difficult questions could be answered. From 

that moment, I knew everything would be alright somehow. 

People who are saved by Jesus, or their belief in him, are not just saved in the apocalypse, 

but in life. They have a star to light the darkest nights, and a king who cares for them. Even 

people who have wronged him in their lives can be welcome. In the passage, John says "Blessed 

are those who wash their robes," not those who were never dirty. Everyone has sinned, and 

everyone has doubted at some point, but that does not make them any less loved if they repent 

and believe again. The next line in the bible, which wasn't in the reading, is "Outside are the 

dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and 

practices falsehoods." These are the people who agonize over doubts and disbelief, even when 

the answer is handed to them. Even they can be saved, though. Everyone can be saved and set 

free through their belief in Jesus and his love of us. 


