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In the early days of his ministry crowds of people gathered around Jesus and he taught them 
using parables or stories. Today, we hear two of the many parables that Jesus used. Both of 
them describe the kingdom of God.  
 
Jesus uses the phrase "Kingdom of God" to describe the world he has come to bring about. It’s 
the world, as it will look, with God and God's values at the center. In the Kingdom of God, there 
are no outcasts. In the Kingdom of God, widows, orphans, and migrants/refugees (often 
incorrectly called aliens in scripture) are welcomed and cared for. My favorite vision of the 
Kingdom of God comes from the Prophet Isaiah (25:6-8):  
6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
   a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, 
   of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear.  
7 And he will destroy on this mountain 
   the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
   the sheet that is spread over all nations;  
8 he will swallow up death for ever. 
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
   and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
   for the Lord has spoken. 
 
There is another important thing to keep in mind when we hear these parables. In Jesus' world, 
there was already a kingdom, or more accurately, an empire. Rome literally towered over every 
aspect of life in first century Palestine. So, when Jesus names the Kingdom of God as something 
that he is here to bring about, it's a revolutionary statement. He is naming God as the ruler of 
the world - NOT Caesar.  
 
So, with a basic understanding of the Kingdom of God, we can circle back to how Jesus 
describes the kingdom in these two parables. Let's be clear: His metaphors are, on the surface, 
not impressive. The Kingdom of God can be described as a sleeping farmer. The Kingdom of 
God can be described as the mustard seed, which was often used as a metaphor in first century 
Palestine for the smallest thing.  
 
In our first parable, the farmer scatters seeds on the ground and then goes to bed. In ways that 
are opaque to the farmer, the seed slowly grows from the earth until it can be harvested. This 
certainly isn't how it goes with the farmers and gardeners I know, who work very hard for their 
harvests! But in the world of this parable, Jesus is cautioning us about obsession and anxiety. 
When I am planting something, whether it's a new ministry or a creative project, I can be both 
obsessed and anxious. Does this thing need more work, a little shade, some fertilizer, or some 
pesticide? What do I need to do to make it successful?  
 
And oh my goodness, think about Rome. So many systems. So much expansion. Society 
stratified and codified at every level. Industrious and brutal are words I'd use to describe the 
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Rome. Think about all the ways that Rome mistreated those people whose land they occupied 
and those they enslaved.  
 
Jesus is encouraging us here to do the work of scattering seeds. And then He's encouraging us 
to step back and allow God to do the work. 
 
In the second parable, Jesus describes the Kingdom of God as something small. Mustard seeds 
are tiny. So tiny, in fact, that a thimble probably holds hundreds of mustard seeds. And yet, 
from that tiny seed grows a bush large enough to provide shade and habitat.  
 
Thinking about the Roman empire alongside this metaphor is illustrative. Rome was the largest 
civilization known to Jesus and his followers. In every way imaginable, the Kingdom of God is 
the anti-Rome. It starts small. But when it grows it becomes something that provides shelter 
and respite, rather than something that is exploitive and dangerous. 
 
I've been thinking about these parables in the context of our own life here at St. Thomas. Our 
call, as a congregation and as individuals, is always to partner with God, through Jesus, and by 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to bring about the Kingdom of God. We describe that call in 
our mission statement: We, the baptized ministers, declare Christ’s Mission for us: to grow as a 
Church in the spiritual strength of community, and to care, reach out, and include all people in 
Christ’s love.  
 
Both parables help us to think through how we go about doing that work. Are we like the 
farmer in the first parable who scatters the seeds and then gives them the space to grow? Do 
we trust God to bring about the growth that we need? The message here is NOT that we don't 
do any work at all. But, in the end, we are called to make space for God to work with the seeds 
we've scattered.  
 
The first parable teaches us that our call is to be faithful. And that it's important to recognize 
that we are not in control. We can't determine the outcome.  
 
The second parable calls us to examine our values. Our country, much like Rome, tends to value 
the large and the supersized. The counter-cultural mustard seed parable celebrates starting 
small. It values small things.  
 
St. Thomas is never going to be a megachurch. Though I hope that in the coming years we will 
become more comfortable with evangelism so that we might invite some others to join us. Our 
Early Learning Center is never going to be the largest preschool in McLean, but I hope that we 
will provide quality, loving, and affordable childcare to the students who come to our school.  
 
This past year at St. Thomas may seem like it's been fallow. After all, we could not be in the 
building to worship together. But so many people have sewn seeds (some quite literally) to 
bring us to the place where we are today.  Our physical plant has seen many upgrades. Our 



The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, McLean, Virginia 

June 13, 2021, Proper 6B 
 

school is ready to launch. Our new digital ministry, which allows us to continue to share 
worship with those unable to be physically present with us, expands our community.   
 
May those seeds, through God's grace and providence and watered by our faithfulness, 
continue to grow. 
 
AMEN 
 


