We, the baptized ministers,
declare Christ’s Mission for us:
to grow as a Church
in the spiritual strength
of community,
and to care, reach out,
and include all people in Christ’s love.

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Ante Communion Worship —10:00 AM
July 31, 2022

THE WORD OF GOD
Prelude
Welcome
Opening Hymn

God of Grace and God of Glory
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Blue Hymnal, #594

The Acclamation
Presider
People

BCP 355

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever Amen.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Gloria: Glory to You (standing)

S-236, Blue Hymnal

in the high - est
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The Collect Acclamation
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because
it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by
your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lessons
The First Lesson

Hosea 11:1-11

A reading from the Book of Hosea.

When Israel was a child, I loved him,
and out of Egypt I called my son.
The more I called them,
the more they went from me;
they kept sacrificing to the Baals,
and offering incense to idols.
Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk,
I took them up in my arms;
but they did not know that I healed them.
I led them with cords of human kindness,
with bands of love.
I was to them like those
who lift infants to their cheeks.
I bent down to them and fed them.
They shall return to the land of Egypt,
and Assyria shall be their king,
because they have refused to return to me.
The sword rages in their cities,
it consumes their oracle-priests,
and devours because of their schemes.
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My people are bent on turning away from me.
To the Most High they call,
but he does not raise them up at all.
How can I give you up, Ephraim?
How can I hand you over, O Israel?
How can I make you like Admah?
How can I treat you like Zeboiim?
My heart recoils within me;
my compassion grows warm and tender.
I will not execute my fierce anger;
I will not again destroy Ephraim;
for I am God and no mortal,
the Holy One in your midst,
and I will not come in wrath.
They shall go after the LORD,
who roars like a lion;
when he roars,
his children shall come trembling from the west.
They shall come trembling like birds from Egypt,
and like doves from the land of Assyria;
and I will return them to their homes, says the LORD.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 107:1-9, 43 (We will pray Psalm 107 responsively by half verse.)
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, *
and his mercy endures for ever.
2 Let all those whom the LORD has redeemed proclaim *
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe.
3 He gathered them out of the lands; *
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.
4 Some wandered in desert wastes; *
they found no way to a city where they might dwell.
5 They were hungry and thirsty; *
their spirits languished within them.
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6 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, *
and he delivered them from their distress.
7 He put their feet on a straight path *
to go to a city where they might dwell.
8 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy *
and the wonders he does for his children.
9 For he satisfies the thirsty *
and fills the hungry with good things.
43 Whoever is wise will ponder these things, *
and consider well the mercies of the LORD.

The Second Lesson

Colossians 3:1-11

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Colossians.

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed
with him in glory.
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is
coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed,
when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things-anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie
to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and
have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge
according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but
Christ is all and in all!
The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Reader
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Sequence Hymn (standing) Where Charity and Love Prevail
Blue Hymnal, #581 v 1, 2 / 3

The Gospel
Gospeller
People

Luke 12:13-21
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family
inheritance with me." But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge or
arbitrator over you?" And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions." Then
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he told them a parable: "The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought
to himself, `What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?' Then he said, `I
will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all
my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, `Soul, you have ample goods laid
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said to him, `You fool! This
very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared,
whose will they be?' So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are
not rich toward God."
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon

Rev. Fran

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People, Form II
The Prayers of the People is a time for us all to share our prayers with
one another as we lift them together to God. Today’s prayers were written by the teens
and the adult mentors in our confirmation class. In the course of the silence after each
prayer you are invited to offer your own prayers and thanksgivings, either silently or
aloud.
Intercessor

We pray for the church around the world, and especially for the bishops from all
across the Anglican communion, who are meeting at the Lambeth conference this
week. pause

In our country, we pray for President Biden as he recovers from COVID. We pray for
wisdom for our elected leaders, that they would follow the right path. And we pray for
women in Virginia that their rights will be protected following the Supreme Court’s
decision overturning Roe v. Wade. pause
In world concerns, we pray for peace in the war between Russia and Ukraine. We
pray for the fires in Europe resulting from global warming. And, we pray for an end to
the pandemic. pause
Locally, we pray for those in Fairfax County facing hunger and homelessness. And,
we pray for teens who are victims of human trafficking. pause
We pray for all those in any need our trouble, including David and Alan. We pray for
those who have asked for our prayers: Susan, Andrei, Ethan, Emma, Johnny, Julie,
Martha, Jack, Greet, Amaya, Jen, Brendan, Vincent, Leanna, Mark, Frankie, Cheryl,
LaShan, Lucy, Charles, Bruce, Bill, all those with COVID-19, especially those at St.
Thomas, and those whom you would name now. And we pray for Fran and Will, after
leading us in a very hard week. pause
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We remember those who have died, especially Mahta. pause
We give thanks for many things, including: the amazing walking trails in Northern
Virginia, for Lisa and Jeremy Ross who are celebrating their 20th wedding
anniversary, our confirmation class, this congregation of St. Thomas, and for Joy and
her ministry here during these last four years. We also give thanks for: David Leach,
Lael Lyons, Bonnie and Mary Coogan, Deborah Forbes, George Gardiner, Julie
Walter, Melinda Fairchild, Charlie Rhodes and Austin Young as they celebrate their
birthdays this week and for Fran Gardner-Smith and David Smith whose wedding
anniversary is today. pause
Intercessor

Together let us pray for St Thomas Church.

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and
sanctified, hear our prayer for St Thomas, build in us a renewed vision of your
Church; shape our life according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make
us one that together we may grow as a church in the spiritual strength of
community and reach out to include all people in Christ’s love, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. A time of silence.
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will
in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the
world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have
done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only
your will. Amen.
Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.
The Offertory

Walk in love, as Christ loved us, and gave himself for us, an offering and a
sacrifice to God
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Giving Electronically to St. Thomas
It is easy to give electronically to St. Thomas –through the giving page on the St.
Thomas website. Please visit: bit.ly/givetostthomas;
text “givetostthomas” to (888) 554-8664 (and follow the directions) or
scan the QR code.

Offertory Hymn (seated)

Before thy throne, O God, we kneel
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#574, Blue Hymnal

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Peace
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Blessing
May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our
sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her
children, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
Announcements
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Closing Hymn Come Down, O Love Divine
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#516 Blue Hymnal

The Dismissal
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
Thanks be to God!

Priest
People

Postlude

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Worship Participants
Presider
Preacher
Digital Usher
Digital Vergers
Lector & Intercessor

Rev. Will Drosos
Rev. Fran Gardner Smith
Audrey Adair
Walt Lazear & Jeff Crigler
Louise Armitage

July Vestry Person
Kittie Ellis
480-330-0385
kellis1616@aol.com
Questions, comments, concerns, compliments, all welcome.
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School start in about six weeks (amazing) so it’s time to collect
backpacks for our friends in the community program for
Second Story. Please bring filled backpacks to church
by Sunday August 14th. Backpacks should contain:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Pink erasers
Glue Sticks
Crayola Markers, classic colors thin or thick size
Stick pens: Black, Blue, Red
Mechanical Pencils
Spiral Notebooks or Composition Books
Ruled Paper

Men Eating Breakfast
Join Men Eating Breakfast on Saturday, August 13th
@ 7:30 am at The Virginian in Vienna
for those who wish to gather in person.

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH
St. Thomas Ladies, please mark your calendars for Monday,
August 22 at 11:30 AM to attend our monthly Ladies Lunch
Bunch. As in July, we’ll dine at Silver Diner, and outdoors,
weather permitting. https://www.silverdiner.com/reston
11951 Killingsworth Ave., Reston, VA 20194
Want more details or directions? Please email Audrey or Tricia.
audreyjadair@gmail.com or tricia.d.meyer@gmail.com.
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WoMen GAtHerInG
Our Zoom meetup is taking a recess for the summer. In September, we will continue
reading Bible Women: All Their Words and Why They Matter by Episcopal priest
Lindsey Freeman, available on Amazon. We look forward to
Fran leading our group. You can contact Audrey at
audreyjadair@gmail.com with inquiries.
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SHARE’s Most Needed Food + Personal Care Items – August 2022
Pasta / Spaghetti / Ramen noodles
Canned beans (kidney, chickpea, black, etc)
Vegetable oil (24 oz, 48 oz)
Cereal / oatmeal
Canned fruit or fruit cups
Canned tomato products (diced, sauce)
Pasta sauce (cans or plastic jars)
Canned vegetables (corn, mixed)
Peanut butter / Jam / jelly
Snacks/bars (granola bars, etc)
Canned tuna/chicken
Toilet paper
Diapers - Size 4, Pull-Ups Size 4-5T
Laundry detergent (15 – 32 loads)
Toothbrushes (individually wrapped)
Toothpaste
Baby wipes
Shampoo
Bar soap
Feminine hygiene (panty liners -> maxi pads)
Note: Share would welcome re-usable grocery size bags, paper shopping bags with
intact handles and plastic grocery bags (used but intact is ok).
Note: Share can now accept refrigerated and frozen goods such as chicken, fresh
produce, yogurt, cheeses, and eggs but only by prior arrangement
(sharevolunteers1367@gmail.com).
Not needed at this time: Share currently has ample supplies of Mac&Cheese, soup and
Size 6 diapers.
Please remember: NO GLASS, NO OVER-SIZED items, and no items past their
best-if used by date.
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A PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS CHURCH
Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified.
Hear our prayer for St. Thomas: build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our
life according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one, that together we
may grow as a church in the spiritual strength of community, and reach out to include all
people in Christ’s love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
MINISTERS
The Baptized Faithful of St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Ecclesiastical Authority, Suffragan Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop
The Rev. Canon E. Mark Stevenson, Bishop Elect
The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith, Rector 571-549-1458 - fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org
The Rev. William Drosos, Associate Rector 513-638-8800 – will.drosos@stthomasmcleanva.org

THE VESTRY
Toby Bush
Bruce Allan
Kittie Ellis
Melinda Fairchild
Jeff Crigler
Mary Lee Montfort
Jan Grimes
Steven Miles
Janette Thode

Senior Warden
Junior Warden

tobygbush@hotmail.com
bhallan46@gmail.com
kellis1616@aol.com
meldavid7815@gmail.com
jeffc@crigler.net
maryleemontfort@gmail.com
jangrimes5@outlook.com
smiles19930@gmail.com
jlthode@hotmail.com

562-477-4956
703-624-9073
480-330-0385
240-274-4741
703-650-8980
703-862-6096
703-213-5460
202-639-7951
919-583-1542

Register
Treasurer
Diocesan Delegate
Alternate Delegate

dapy.smith@gmail.com
pysmith51@gmail.com
wickmansb@msn.com
beckyventorini@gmail.com

703-488-0442
703-338-0974
571-393-8544
202-390-4412

OTHER LEADERS
David Alton Smith
Pat Smith
Steve Wickman
Becky Ventorini
STAFF
Mollie Regan
Mary Cyrus
Lori Lind
Nicole Warga
Joy Warburton

Interim Family Minister
mollie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org
Bookkeeper
accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org
Interim Minister of Music lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org
Cribbery Caregiver
ncwarga00@hotmail.com
Parish Administrator joy.warburton@stthomasmcleanva.org
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954-778-7252
703-442-0330
443-226-8270
703-476-9476
703-442-0330

