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Ante-Communion—10:00 AM 
September 4, 2022 

 
 

We, the baptized ministers,  
declare Christ’s Mission for us: 

 to grow as a Church  
in the spiritual strength  

of community,  
and to care, reach out,  

and include all people in Christ’s love. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
  
Prelude Improvisations on Morning Song         Hymn tune by Elkana Kelsay Dare           
 
Welcome                          Joshua Waits 
 
Procession (standing) Praise to the Living God                                   #372 Blue Hymnal 
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The Acclamation                    BCP 355   
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Gloria: Glory to You (standing)                                                  S-236, Blue Hymnal       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

in the high - est 
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The Collect Acclamation 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
The Collect of the Day  
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the 
proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make 
their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons  

The First Lesson  Jeremiah 18:1-11 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: "Come, go down to the potter's 
house, and there I will let you hear my words." So I went down to the potter's 
house, and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of clay 
was spoiled in the potter's hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed 
good to him. 

Then the word of the LORD came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, 
just as this potter has done? says the LORD. Just like the clay in the potter's hand, 
so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At one moment I may declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and 
destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I 
will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at 
another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build 
and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will 
change my mind about the good that I had intended to do to it. Now, therefore, 
say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the LORD: 
Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. 
Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17  (We will pray Psalm 139 responsively by half verse.)  

1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 
you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before * 
and lay your hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14 My body was not hidden from you, * 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
how great is the sum of them! 

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

 
The Second Lesson            Philemon 1-21 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus 
our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of 
your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the 
sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that 
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we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from 
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my 
brother. 
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your 
duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love-- and I, Paul, do this as 
an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for 
my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to 
me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him 
with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my 
imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, 
in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 
Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you 
might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 
beloved brother-- especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh 
and in the Lord. 
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If 
he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 
I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about 
your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from 
you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am 
writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
Reader    The Word of the Lord.    
People    Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn    Where He Leads Me 1, 2/3, 4         #144 LEVAS II 
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The Gospel                                 Luke 14:25-33 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, 
"Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not 
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to 
build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has 
enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to 
finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, `This fellow began to build 
and was not able to finish.' Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, 
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will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the 
one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other 
is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, 
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions."  

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
The Sermon                                                     The Rev. Dr. David Smith 
 

The Nicene Creed    
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made.   
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried.        
On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People, Form II 

Intercessor The Prayers of the People is a time for us all to share our prayers with 
one another as we lift them together to God. Please kneel as you are able. In the 
course of the silence after each prayer you are invited to offer your own prayers and 
thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. 

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; We pray for Michael, our 
Presiding Bishop; Susan and Jennifer, our Bishops; Mark, our Bishop-elect; for Fran, 
Will, Lori, Rishabh, Mollie, Mary, and Nicole, our staff; for the teachers at the Early 
Learning Center; and for the Vestry and officers of St. Thomas. For this gathering; 
and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations, and for the well-being of all 
people. Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in 
prison. We pray for all those who have asked for our prayers, and especially for 
Susan, Andrei, Ethan, Emma, Johnny, Julie, Martha, Jack, Greet, Amaya, Jen, 
Brendan, Vincent, Leanna, Mark, Frankie, Cheryl, Lucy, Charles, Bruce, Bill, Yahya, 
Katrina, Jamie, those with COVID-19, and those whom you would name.  Pray for 
those in any need or trouble.      
Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God. Pray that they 
may find and be found by God. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed. 

Silence 

We give thanks for all the blessings of this life, especially for the marriage of Emily 
Armitage and Thomas Flounders today, in whose honor the altar flowers are given. 
We give thanks also for MacKenzie Ross, Tricia Meyer, Dorene Ryder, Susan Allen, 
Sepideh Mirhosseini, Mary Cyrus, and Patty Mikell as they celebrate their birthdays 
this week. 

Silence 
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Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored, especially 
St. Thomas, whom we remember today. Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ 
in our own day. 

Intercessor  Together let us pray for St Thomas Church. 

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and 
sanctified, hear our prayer for St Thomas, build in us a renewed vision of your 
Church; shape our life according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make 
us one that together we may grow as a church in the spiritual strength of 
community and reach out to include all people in Christ’s love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  A time of silence. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will 
in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the 
world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have 
done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only 
your will. Amen. 

Absolution 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen.   
 
 
The Offertory     
Walk in love, as Christ loved us, and gave himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God. 
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Offertory Hymn (seated) Have Thine Own Way, Lord!                          #145 LEVAS II 
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The Doxology  (all stand)                                                                    #377, Blue Hymnal 
 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
 
The Blessing   

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our 
sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her 
children, be upon us and remain with us always.  Amen. 
 
 
Announcements 
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Recessional Hymn    God is Love, let heaven adore him             #379, Blue Hymnal 
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The Dismissal 

Priest Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!    
People Thanks be to God!   
 
 
Postlude          Jesus Christ, Be Present Now              Johann G. Walther  (1684-1748)                       
 

 

 

Worship Participants 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

september vestry person 
 

toby bush 
tobygbush@hotmail.com 

562-477-4956 
 

Questions, comments, concerns, compliments, all welcome. 

Presider    Joshua Waits 
Preacher   Rev. Dr. David Smith 
Altar Guild Betsy Heilman 
Digital Usher Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 
Digital Verger   Chuck Grimes 
Flower Guild Louise Armitage 
Lector & Intercessor Tom Manteuffel 
Ushers Becky and Jim Ventorini 
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please join us for bishop ted gulick’s visit to st. thomas on 
september 18th! 

 
 

 
women gathering

 

 
 

episcopal church women (ecw) 
 
All women of St. Thomas are invited to attend the next  ECW meeting to plan our activities for 
the year.  The meeting will be on Sunday, September 11 at 8:45 in Hudson Hall.  This 
meeting will also be accessible via ZOOM at the link below: 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87995012331?pwd=UDZMNThvOG9ZM2hwYjBtMzByUjZVdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 879 9501 2331 
Passcode: 926253 

 

ladies lunch bunch 

 

 

  

 
The Women Gathering Zoom meetup is resuming on 
September 8th at 4:30 PM. Fran and Mary will lead the 
discussions as we continue reading Bible Women: All 
Their Words and Why They Matter by Episcopal priest 
Lindsey Freeman. The book is available on Amazon. In 
September, we’ll talk about midwives, Shiphrah and 
Puah--the first women to speak in Exodus, Chapter 1. 
Email audreyjadair@gmail.com with inquiries.  

St. Thomas ladies, please mark your calendars for 
Monday, September 26 at 11:30 AM to attend our 
monthly Ladies Lunch Bunch. We’ll dine on the patio at 
Red’s Table located at 11150 S Lakes Drive in Reston. 
(South Lakes Shopping Ctr.)  

https://redstableva.com/menu/ 

Email Audrey or Tricia with questions or for directions. 
audreyjadair@gmail.com or tricia.d.meyer@gmail.com.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87995012331?pwd=UDZMNThvOG9ZM2hwYjBtMzByUjZVdz09
https://redstableva.com/menu/
mailto:audreyjadair@gmail.com
mailto:tricia.d.meyer@gmail.com
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The Pumpkin Patch is coming soon to St Thomas! This annual event (now in its 15th year) is our largest fundraiser. 
ALL of the money raised by our pumpkin patch is donated to our ministry partners: SHARE, Falls 
Church/McLean Children’s Center, Second Story, Cornerstones and the FACETS Hypothermia Program. 
 
THREE easy things that everyone can do… 

1. Tell all your friends and neighbors about our Pumpkin Patch 
2. Like and Share the Pumpkin Patch Facebook Page! 
3. SIGN UP to sell pumpkins 

How do I sign up? Please use the electronic sign up: http://bit.ly/PumpkinSales2022 
Other ways to help…  

Sunday Oct 2nd at 4PM. Pallet Laydown – we’ll be laying out the pallets to display the 
pumpkins. We need around a dozen volunteers. If you are able-bodied and willing to help – please email 
me at tobygbush@hotmail.com. 

Saturday October 8th at 9:30AM. Pumpkin Unloading – RAIN or SHINE. Almost all 
of the lifting and carrying is done by local 8th graders performing community service. We need 12-15 adult 
volunteers to help supervise (and in some cases) assist them. There are also opportunities on unload day 
that are even less strenuous – check-in, hospitality etc. Please email me at tobygbush@hotmail.com if you 
can help. If you would like to assist with decorating the patch please email Becky Ventorini 
ventorinib@si.edu.  

Saturday November 5th – 10AM. Pumpkin Reloading. RAIN or SHINE. 
Around half a dozen folks are needed to help and supervise 8th grade volunteers reload pumpkins. Please 
email me at tobygbush@hotmail.com if you can help. 
 
Sunday November 6th at 2PM. Pallet Pickup – weather permitting – and if we don’t 
get it done on Nov 5th – we’ll be picking them all back up again. Again, about a dozen, able-
bodied volunteers are needed. If you are willing to help – please email me at 
tobygbush@hotmail.com.   

http://bit.ly/PumpkinSales2022
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:ventorinib@si.edu
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
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SHARE’s Most Needed Food + Personal Care Items – September 2022 
 
Canned tuna/chicken 
Canned beans (chickpea, black, kidney, etc) 
Canned fruit or fruit cups 
Pasta / Spaghetti / Ramen noodles 
Canned vegetables (corn, mixed) 
Cereal / oatmeal 
Canned tomato products (diced, sauce) 
Pasta sauce (cans or plastic jars)  
Peanut butter / Jam / jelly   
Snacks/bars (granola bars, etc) 
Vegetable oil (24 oz, 48 oz)  
 
Toilet paper 
Diapers - Size 5, Pull-Ups Size 4-5T 
Shampoo  
Laundry detergent (15 – 32 loads)  
Toothbrushes (individually wrapped) 
Toothpaste 
Baby wipes  
Bar soap 
Feminine hygiene (panty liners -> maxi pads)  
 
Note: Share would welcome re-usable grocery size bags, paper shopping bags with 
intact handles, plastic grocery bags (used but intact is ok), and empty egg cartons (1 
dozen size).  
 
Note: Share can now accept refrigerated and frozen goods such as chicken, fresh 
produce, yogurt, cheeses, and eggs but only by prior arrangement (contact: 
sharevolunteers1367@gmail.com).  
 
Not needed at this time: Share currently has ample supplies of Mac&Cheese and 
canned soup.  
 

Please remember: NO GLASS, NO OVER-SIZED items, and no items past their 
best-if used by date. 
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 PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS CHURCH 

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified.  
Hear our prayer for St. Thomas: build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our 
life according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one, that together we 

may grow as a church in the spiritual strength of community, and reach out to include all 
people in Christ’s love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

MINISTERS 

The Baptized Faithful of St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 
 

The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Ecclesiastical Authority, Suffragan Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop 
The Rev. Canon E. Mark Stevenson, Bishop Elect  

The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith, Rector   571-549-1458 - fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org 
The Rev. William Drosos, Associate Rector   513-638-8800 – will.drosos@stthomasmcleanva.org 
  
THE VESTRY          
            

Toby Bush                         Senior Warden            tobygbush@hotmail.com 562-477-4956 
Bruce Allan                                 Junior Warden    bhallan46@gmail.com  703-624-9073 
Kittie Ellis                                                              kellis1616@aol.com  480-330-0385 
Melinda Fairchild                                                                      meldavid7815@gmail.com 240-274-4741     
Jeff Crigler                                                         jeffc@crigler.net  703-650-8980 
Mary Lee Montfort                                                            maryleemontfort@gmail.com 703-862-6096  
Jan Grimes                   jangrimes5@outlook.com 703-213-5460 
Steven Miles                  smiles19930@gmail.com 202-639-7951 
Janette Thode                  jlthode@hotmail.com  919-583-1542 

OTHER LEADERS 

David Alton Smith                 Register                                  dapy.smith@gmail.com  703-488-0442 
Pat Smith                                Treasurer                        pysmith51@gmail.com  703-338-0974 
Steve Wickman                     Diocesan Delegate      wickmansb@msn.com  571-393-8544 
Becky Ventorini       Alternate Delegate  beckyventorini@gmail.com 202-390-4412 

STAFF 

Mollie Regan         Interim Family Minister  mollie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org 954-778-7252 
Rishabh Bajekal         Parish Administrator              Rishabh.bajekal@stthomasmcleanva.org     703-442-0330 
Mary Cyrus            Bookkeeper                      accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org 703-442-0330 
Lori Lind         Minister of Music                    lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org 443-226-8270 
Nicole Warga             Cribbery Caregiver    ncwarga00@hotmail.com                703-476-9476 
 

mailto:fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:will.drosos@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:bhallan46@gmail.com
mailto:kellis1616@aol.com
mailto:meldavid7815@gmail.com
mailto:jeffc@crigler.net
mailto:maryleemontfort@gmail.com
mailto:jangrimes5@outlook.com
mailto:smiles19930@gmail.com
mailto:jlthode@hotmail.com
mailto:dapy.smith@gmail.com
mailto:pysmith51@gmail.com
mailto:wickmansb@msn.com
mailto:beckyventorini@gmail.com
mailto:mollie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:Rishabh.bajekal@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:ncwarga00@hotmail.com
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