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Our gospel for this Sunday is a familiar passage for many of us. It's a dialogue between Jesus and Peter 
that takes place not only in Mark, as we heard today, but also in Matthew and Luke.  
 
In it, Peter goes down in history for being the first human to truly recognize Jesus for who he is, "You 
are the Messiah."  But when Jesus teaches about how being the Messiah means suffering, rejection, 
and death, followed by resurrection, Peter doesn't want to hear it. Our English translation sanitizes this 
conversation between Peter and Jesus. Where we read rebuke, Peter actually uses the ancient Greek 
equivalent of "Shut up!" And Jesus uses it right back when he tells Peter that he's setting his mind on 
human things not divine ones. 
 
I did NOT want to preach on this text. I'm tired. I think you're tired. All the stuff that's swirling around 
us right now feels like too much to bear. Everywhere we look, we see disaster - earthquakes, fires, 
floods, and bloodshed. And remembering the 20th anniversary of the September 11th terrorist attacks 
just adds more sorrow to our already full plates. I'm with Peter. I'd like Jesus to shut up with all this talk 
about suffering, rejection, and death, please. I can't handle it right now.  
 
Sadly, Jesus is right. It's Peter and me who need to shut up. Because there is no magic path to 
resurrection that goes around the suffering and death. The only way to resurrection is through the 
suffering and death part. In John's Gospel, Jesus says, "Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit." Dang it. 
 
And so, today we hear Jesus say, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the 
whole world and forfeit their life?" 
What does that even mean?  
 
Because it's the 20th anniversary of the September 11th attacks, the news has been filled with stories. 
Stories of people who acted out of love and duty on that terrible day. Firefighters and first responders 
who rushed into the towers to rescue others and perished there. Police officers and others who 
worked on recovery efforts, and later suffered lasting ill effects on their health because of the toxins in 
the air. At the Pentagon, Specialist Beau Doboszenski was working as a volunteer tour guide on 
September 11th. He was giving a tour on the opposite side of the building from the attack. A trained 
EMT and firefighter, he skirted the barricades, to reach a medical triage station, where he helped give 
first aid to numerous victims. Afterward, he joined a six-man team that went back in to look for 
survivors, while the building was still in flames. So many many stories.  
 
This week, in Lafayette, CA, near where David and I used to live, a crossing guard named Ashley Dias, 
saw an SUV speeding towards some students. He pushed the students to safety, but he was struck 
instead. He died from the injuries he sustained. Ashley was forty-five, worked for a biotech firm, and 
volunteered as a crossing guard, in order to give back to his community. 
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You know, all week, I've been thinking about that short phrase from our first reading, "in every 
generation she [Wisdom] passes into holy souls and makes them friends of God, and prophets."  
While I have no idea what motivates every act of self-sacrifice, I do know that it takes a sense of being 
part of something out beyond ourselves. It's laying down our egos.  
 
For Christians, it's allowing the Holy Spirit, which is another name for Wisdom, to soften our 
boundaries and give us inspiration. And I think that we are most receptive to the inspiration of Wisdom 
when we are spiritually healthy. That's really just another way to say holy. Prayer. Meditation. 
Worship. All those things make us holy, not in some yucky ego-driven definition of holy, but in the 
biblical definition of holy. Then, and only then, can we respond to Wisdom's invitation.  
 
It is my hope and prayer that none of us will be called to the kind of self-sacrifice that we saw on 
September 11th, or the heroism of someone like Ashley Dias. So, what can this look like?  
Well, here's another story: 
 
After the US air space was closed on September 11th, more than 35 planes en route to the US landed 
in Gander, Newfoundland, where they stayed for 3-4 days. During that time, locals offered hospitality - 
bringing the strangers from around the world food, clothing, and bedding. They gave them places to 
sleep in bingo halls, churches, and homes. The Newfoundlanders allowed their lives to be completely 
upended at a moment's notice, to care for those who came "from away." They didn't put their lives at 
risk, but they made sacrifices in different ways. 
 
We have an opportunity to extend that same kind of hospitality here and now. Many of our Afghani 
allies will be settling in Northern Virginia. In the coming months there will be countless opportunities 
to help them settle into their new lives here in the US. There will be chances to make financial 
contributions, certainly. But there will also be a need to set up housing, drive folks to appointments, 
teach English, and many other things. This fall, Stacy will be helping us to figure out how best we can 
respond to this need that's right in our own back yard.  
 
Or, Wisdom/ the Holy Spirit might call our attention to other needs: do we need to rake a neighbor's 
yard because they can't, or forgo a meal out to get extra groceries for Share, or make a phone call to 
someone still isolated by COVID rather than binge watching a favorite tv show. Jesus says to Peter and 
to us that get to life through sacrifice.  
 
I think of our Christian life as a circular journey. We are called to holiness - to rest, renewal, prayer, and 
relationship with God. From that place, Wisdom/the Holy Spirit inspires us to action as friends of God. 
As Jesus teaches us, it's the action of giving ourselves to the wellbeing of others. And then we return to 
our practices of rest, renewal, and prayer, and from that place are inspired again.  
 
AMEN 
 


