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Ante-Communion—10:00 AM 
September 25, 2022 

 
 

We, the baptized ministers,  
declare Christ’s Mission for us: 

 to grow as a Church  
in the spiritual strength  

of community,  
and to care, reach out,  

and include all people in Christ’s love. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
  
Prelude Improvisations on Awake My Soul Stretch Every Nerve             G.F. Handel 
 
Welcome                            Joshua Waits 
 
Procession (standing) Tell Out My Soul the Greatness of the Lord         #437 Blue Hymnal 
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The Acclamation                         BCP 355   
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira�on of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
During the singing of the Gloria, children from Pre-K to 3rd Grade are invited to follow Lael to 
Children’s Chapel. 
 
Gloria: Glory to You (standing)                                                            S-236, Blue Hymnal       
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The Collect Acclamation 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
The Collect of the Day  
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us 
the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become 
partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons  

The First Lesson  Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of 
Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. At that time the army of 
the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah was confined 
in the court of the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah, where King 
Zedekiah of Judah had confined him. Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came to 
me: Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going to come to you and say, "Buy my 
field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by purchase is yours." Then my 
cousin Hanamel came to me in the court of the guard, in accordance with the word 
of the Lord, and said to me, "Buy my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 
for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself." Then I knew 
that this was the word of the Lord. And I bought the field at Anathoth from my 
cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to him, seventeen shekels of silver. I 
signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the money on scales. Then I 
took the sealed deed of purchase, containing the terms and conditions, and the open 
copy; and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in 
the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the 
deed of purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the 
court of the guard. In their presence I charged Baruch, saying, Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this 
open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a 
long time. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and 
vineyards shall again be bought in this land. 
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16  (We will pray Psalm 91 responsively by half verse.)  
1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, * 

abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 He shall say to the LORD, 

"You are my refuge and my stronghold, * 
my God in whom I put my trust." 

3 He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter * 
and from the deadly pestilence. 

4 He shall cover you with his pinions, 
and you shall find refuge under his wings; * 
his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler. 

5 You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, * 
nor of the arrow that flies by day; 

6 Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, * 
nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid-day. 

14 Because he is bound to me in love, 
therefore will I deliver him; * 
I will protect him, because he knows my Name. 

15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; * 
I am with him in trouble; 
I will rescue him and bring him to honor. 

16 With long life will I satisfy him, * 
and show him my salvation. 

 
The Second Lesson            1 Timothy 6:6-19 

There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought 
nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food 
and clothing, we will be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall 
into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that 
plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from 
the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. But as for you, man of God, 
shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 
Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were 
called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ 
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Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I 
charge you to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the 
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right 
time-- he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, 
whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. 
Amen. As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God 
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, 
to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for 
themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may 
take hold of the life that really is life. 
Reader    The Word of the Lord.    
People    Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn    Guide My Feet, Lord 1, 2/3         #819 WLP 
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The Gospel                                 Luke 14:25-33 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
Jesus said, "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, 
covered with sores, who longed to sa�sfy his hunger with what fell from the rich 
man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and 
was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was 
buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far 
away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, `Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus to dip the �p of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in 
agony in these flames.' But Abraham said, `Child, remember that during your life�me 
you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is 
comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you 
cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.' He said, `Then, father, I beg 
you to send him to my father's house-- for I have five brothers-- that he may warn 
them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.' Abraham replied, 
`They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.' He said, `No, father 
Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to 
him, `If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced 
even if someone rises from the dead.'"  
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 
The Sermon                                               Joshua Waits 
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The Nicene Creed    
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made.   
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried.        
On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People, Form II 

Intercessor The Prayers of the People is a �me for us all to share our prayers with 
one another as we li� them together to God. Please kneel as you are able. In the 
course of the silence a�er each prayer you are invited to offer your own prayers and 
thanksgivings, either silently or aloud. 

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; We pray for Michael, our 
Presiding Bishop; Susan, our Bishop; Mark, our Bishop-elect; for Fran, Will, Lori, 
Rishabh, Mary, and Nicole, our staff; for Joshua, our Seminarian, and Mary, our 
Deacon in Training; for the teachers at the Early Learning Center; and for the Vestry 
and officers of St. Thomas. For this gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray 
for the Church. 
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Silence 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among na�ons, and for the well-being of all 
people. Pray for jus�ce and peace. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in 
prison. We pray for all those who have asked for our prayers, and especially for 
Susan, Andrei, Ethan, Emma, Johnny, Julie, Martha, Jack, Greet, Amaya, Jen, 
Brendan, Frankie, Cheryl, Vincent, Leanna, Mark, Lucy, Charles, Bruce, Yahya, 
Katrina, Jamie, Jonathan, Shelle, Jim, Anne, those with COVID-19, and those whom 
you would name.  Pray for those in any need or trouble.      

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God. Pray that 
they may find and be found by God. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed. 

Silence 

We give thanks for all the blessings of this life, especially for William S. Norman, 
Cleta Raymond, Michael Regan, Reza Mirhosseini, Caroline Lamanna, and Ed Rhodes 
as they celebrate their birthdays this week. We give thanks also for Phyllis and Steve 
Wickman as they celebrate their 39th wedding anniversary, Louise and Tom Armitage 
as they celebrate their 42nd wedding anniversary, and Kathleen and David Leach as 
they celebrate their 28th wedding anniversary. 

Silence 

Praise God for those in every genera�on in whom Christ has been honored, 
especially St. Thomas, whom we remember today. Pray that we may have grace to 
glorify Christ in our own day. 

Intercessor  Together let us pray for St Thomas Church. 
Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and 
sanc�fied, hear our prayer for St Thomas, build in us a renewed vision of your 
Church; shape our life according to your will; empower us with the gi�s to make us 
one that together we may grow as a church in the spiritual strength of community 
and reach out to include all people in Christ’s love, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  A time of silence. 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will 
in our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the 
world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have 
done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through 
our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. 
Amen. 
 
Absolu�on 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen. 
   
The Offertory     
Walk in love, as Christ loved us, and gave himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice 
to God. 
 
Offertory Hymn (seated) My Life Flows On in Endless Song (How Can I Keep from Singing) 
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The Doxology (to the tune of “All Creatures of Our God and King”)            #400, Blue Hymnal  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 

Alleluia, Alleluia 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

O praise Him, O praise Him 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 
 
The Blessing  
May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our 
sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her 
children, be upon us and remain with us always.  Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Recessional Hymn    Crown Him with Many Crowns                 #494 Blue Hymnal 
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The Dismissal 
Priest Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!    
People Thanks be to God!   
 
 
Postlude          Fight the Good Fight With All Thy Might                   William Boyd 
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Worship Participants 
Presider & Preacher Joshua Waits 
Altar Guild Jan Hamilton 
Digital Usher Bruce Allan 
Digital Verger Walt Lazear 
Flower Guild Melinda Fairchild 
Lector & Intercessor Scott Johnston 
Usher Ed Rhodes 

 
 
 

SEPTEMBER VESTRY PERSON 
 

Toby Bush 
tobygbush@hotmail.com 

562-477-4956 
 

Ques�ons, comments, concerns, compliments, all welcome. 
 
 
 

CALL FOR FELLOWSHIP HOSTS 
 

We are excited to report that the Sunday Fellowship Hour which follows the 10:00 am service 
each week is back in full swing! This is a wonderful �me to reconnect and catch up with fellow 

parishioners. We are currently seeking weekly hosts to provide light refreshments to accompany 
the coffee, tea, and juice that the church provides. We are taking the “less is more” approach, so 

your dona�on should be as simple as a breakfast bread or coffee cake, cookies, and possibly 
some grapes. The current schedule is posted in Hudson Hall. I will also be available at coffee hour 
for you to sign up or I can be reached at home (703.288.3166) or at beckyventorini@gmail.com. 
Thank you in advance to the families who have hosted in the past and prior to the pandemic and 

to those who will do so soon. (Idea: you can always co-host with another person or family!) 
 

mailto:beckyventorini@gmail.com
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LADIES LUNCH BUNCH 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN GATHERING 

 

  

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas ladies, please mark your calendars for 
Monday, September 26 at 11:30 AM to atend our 
monthly Ladies Lunch Bunch. We’ll dine on the pa�o at 
Red’s Table located at 11150 S Lakes Drive in Reston. 
(South Lakes Shopping Ctr.)  

htps://redstableva.com/menu/ 

Email Audrey or Tricia with ques�ons or for direc�ons. 
audreyjadair@gmail.com or tricia.d.meyer@gmail.com.  

 

Ladies, please join the Women Gathering Zoom meetup 
Thursday, Oct. 13, from 4:30 to 5:15. We’ll con�nue 
reading on page 93 of Bible Women: All Their Words and 
Why They Matter by Episcopal priest Lindsey Freeman, 
available on Amazon. Mary will lead our discussion of 
"Po�phar's Wife"--a salacious figure who tries to seduce 
Joseph. For inquiries and to join our email list with the 
Zoom link, please contact audreyjadair@gmail.com. 

 

 

https://redstableva.com/menu/
mailto:audreyjadair@gmail.com
mailto:tricia.d.meyer@gmail.com
mailto:audreyjadair@gmail.com
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The Pumpkin Patch is coming soon to St Thomas! This annual event (now in its 15th year) is our largest fundraiser. 
ALL of the money raised by our pumpkin patch is donated to our ministry partners: SHARE, Falls 
Church/McLean Children’s Center, Second Story, Cornerstones and the FACETS Hypothermia Program. 
 
THREE easy things that everyone can do… 

1. Tell all your friends and neighbors about our Pumpkin Patch 
2. Like and Share the Pumpkin Patch Facebook Page! 
3. SIGN UP to sell pumpkins 

How do I sign up? Please use the electronic sign up: http://bit.ly/PumpkinSales2022 
Other ways to help…  

Sunday Oct 2nd at 4PM. Pallet Laydown – we’ll be laying out the pallets to display the 
pumpkins. We need around a dozen volunteers. If you are able-bodied and willing to help – please email 
me at tobygbush@hotmail.com. 

Saturday October 8th at 9:30AM. Pumpkin Unloading – RAIN or SHINE. Almost all 
of the lifting and carrying is done by local 8th graders performing community service. We need 12-15 adult 
volunteers to help supervise (and in some cases) assist them. There are also opportunities on unload day 
that are even less strenuous – check-in, hospitality etc. Please email me at tobygbush@hotmail.com if you 
can help. If you would like to assist with decorating the patch please email Becky Ventorini 
ventorinib@si.edu.  

Saturday November 5th – 10AM. Pumpkin Reloading. RAIN or SHINE. 
Around half a dozen folks are needed to help and supervise 8th grade volunteers reload pumpkins. Please 
email me at tobygbush@hotmail.com if you can help. 
 
Sunday November 6th at 2PM. Pallet Pickup – weather permitting – and if we don’t 
get it done on Nov 5th – we’ll be picking them all back up again. Again, about a dozen, able-
bodied volunteers are needed. If you are willing to help – please email me at 
tobygbush@hotmail.com.   

http://bit.ly/PumpkinSales2022
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:ventorinib@si.edu
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
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SHARE’s Most Needed Food + Personal Care Items – September 2022 
 
Canned tuna/chicken 
Canned beans (chickpea, black, kidney, etc) 
Canned fruit or fruit cups 
Pasta / Spaghetti / Ramen noodles 
Canned vegetables (corn, mixed) 
Cereal / oatmeal 
Canned tomato products (diced, sauce) 
Pasta sauce (cans or plastic jars)  
Peanut butter / Jam / jelly   
Snacks/bars (granola bars, etc) 
Vegetable oil (24 oz, 48 oz)  
 
Toilet paper 
Diapers - Size 5, Pull-Ups Size 4-5T 
Shampoo  
Laundry detergent (15 – 32 loads)  
Toothbrushes (individually wrapped) 
Toothpaste 
Baby wipes  
Bar soap 
Feminine hygiene (panty liners -> maxi pads)  
 
Note: Share would welcome re-usable grocery size bags, paper shopping bags with 
intact handles, plastic grocery bags (used but intact is ok), and empty egg cartons (1 
dozen size).  
 
Note: Share can now accept refrigerated and frozen goods such as chicken, fresh 
produce, yogurt, cheeses, and eggs but only by prior arrangement (contact: 
sharevolunteers1367@gmail.com).  
 
Not needed at this time: Share currently has ample supplies of Mac&Cheese and 
canned soup.  
 

Please remember: NO GLASS, NO OVER-SIZED items, and no items past their 
best-if used by date. 
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 PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS CHURCH  

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified.  
Hear our prayer for St. Thomas: build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our 
life according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one, that together we 

may grow as a church in the spiritual strength of community, and reach out to include all 
people in Christ’s love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

MINISTERS 

The Baptized Faithful of St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 
 

The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Ecclesiastical Authority, Suffragan Bishop 
The Rev. Canon E. Mark Stevenson, Bishop Elect  

The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith, Rector   571-549-1458 - fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org 
The Rev. William Drosos, Associate Rector   513-638-8800 – will.drosos@stthomasmcleanva.org 
  
THE VESTRY          
            

Toby Bush                         Senior Warden            tobygbush@hotmail.com 562-477-4956 
Bruce Allan                                 Junior Warden    bhallan46@gmail.com  703-624-9073 
Kittie Ellis                                                              kellis1616@aol.com  480-330-0385 
Melinda Fairchild                                                                      meldavid7815@gmail.com 240-274-4741     
Jeff Crigler                                                         jeffc@crigler.net  703-650-8980 
Mary Lee Montfort                                                            maryleemontfort@gmail.com 703-862-6096  
Jan Grimes                   jangrimes5@outlook.com 703-213-5460 
Steven Miles                  smiles19930@gmail.com 202-639-7951 
Janette Thode                  jlthode@hotmail.com  919-583-1542 

OTHER LEADERS 

David Alton Smith                 Register                                  dapy.smith@gmail.com  703-488-0442 
Pat Smith                                Treasurer                        pysmith51@gmail.com  703-338-0974 
Steve Wickman                     Diocesan Delegate      wickmansb@msn.com  571-393-8544 
Becky Ventorini       Alternate Delegate  beckyventorini@gmail.com 202-390-4412 

STAFF 

Rishabh Bajekal         Parish Administrator              Rishabh.bajekal@stthomasmcleanva.org     703-442-0330 
Mary Cyrus            Accountant                      accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org 703-442-0330 
Lori Lind         Minister of Music                    lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org 443-226-8270 
Nicole Warga             Cribbery Caregiver    ncwarga00@hotmail.com                703-476-9476 
 

mailto:fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:will.drosos@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:bhallan46@gmail.com
mailto:kellis1616@aol.com
mailto:meldavid7815@gmail.com
mailto:jeffc@crigler.net
mailto:maryleemontfort@gmail.com
mailto:jangrimes5@outlook.com
mailto:smiles19930@gmail.com
mailto:jlthode@hotmail.com
mailto:dapy.smith@gmail.com
mailto:pysmith51@gmail.com
mailto:wickmansb@msn.com
mailto:beckyventorini@gmail.com
mailto:Rishabh.bajekal@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:ncwarga00@hotmail.com
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