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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

 

 
 

St. Francis in the midst of the animals, oil painting by Walter Meinig 

 
The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 

October 2, 2022 
10AM Hudson Hall 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Prelude                    Larghetto from Flute Sonata V G.F. Handel (Audrey J. Adair, Flutist) 
          
Welcome    The Rev. Will Drosos 
 
Opening Hymn Let All Things Now Living Voices Found #107 
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Acclamation 
Blessed be the God of all creation. 
And blessed be God’s holy Name for ever and ever. 
 
Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Gloria   Hymnal #S236 
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The Collect for the Feast of St. Francis:  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God, you ever delight to reveal yourself to the childlike and lowly of heart: grant that, following 
the example of the blessed Francis, we may count the wisdom of this world as foolishness and know 
only Jesus Christ and him crucified, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The First Lesson 
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.  [Jeremiah 22:13-16] 
Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, and his upper rooms by injustice; who makes 
his neighbors work for nothing, and does not give them their wages; who says, “I will build myself a 
spacious house with large upper rooms, and who cuts out windows for it, paneling it with cedar, 
and painting it with vermilion. Are you a king because you compete in cedar? Did not your father eat 
and drink and do justice and righteousness? Then it was well with him. He judged the cause of the 
poor and needy; then it was well. Is not this to know me?” says the Lord.  
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
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Sequence Hymn The Steadfast Love of the Lord Never Ceases WLP #755    
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Coda is on Page 8 
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The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew [Matthew 11:25-30]  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 
 
A Celtic Creed 
We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, 
of sun and moon, of water and earth, of male and female. 
We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the word made flesh, 
born of a woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. 
A man of sorrows, he died forsaken. 
He descended into the earth to the place of death. 
On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present, 
and His kingdom will come on earth. 
We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 
life-giving breath of the Church, Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 
source of resurrection and of eternal life. 
Amen. 
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Litany for Creation and All Creatures 
 
Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth, 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy Immortal One, Sanctifier of the faithful, 
Have mercy on us. 
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, One God, 
Have mercy on us. 

We pray for those who have asked for our prayers: Susan, Andrei, Ethan, Emma, Johnny, Julie, 
Martha, Jack, Amaya, Jen, Brendan, Vincent, Leanna, Mark, Frankie, Cheryl, Lucy, Charles, Bruce, 
Yahya, Katrina, Jamie, Jonathan, Anne, Roy and those whom you would name [pause]. Lord in your 
mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who have died [pause]. Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks for all the blessing of this life, including Lynne Montgomery, Ryan Nipkey 
Villalobos, Louise Armitage, Laura Barlow, and Alissa Forbes as they celebrate their birthdays this 
week, Andrew and Julie Walter as they celebrate their wedding anniversary, and those blessings you 
would name [pause]. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Grant that all your creatures may thank and serve you;  
Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 

Grant favorable weather, temperate rain, and fruitful seasons, providing food and drink for all your 
creatures; 
Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 

Open our eyes to the joy and beauty of creation, that we may see your presence in all your works; 
Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 

Make us faithful stewards of creation, wisely caring for the earth, the air, the seas, and all the life 
they bear; 
Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 

Forgive us our waste and pollution of creation and strengthen us to heal wounds we have inflicted; 
Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 

Remember all in captivity and those who are hunted, trapped, deserted, or abused, that they may 
find safety in homes of loving care; 
Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 

Do not forget those animals who have died yet remain dear to us, that they may rejoice in your new 
creation; 
Shower your blessing on earth, O God. 
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Celebrant Holy God: No sparrow falls without your attention; nothing dies that is lost to you; nothing 
comes into being without your love. Give us just and compassionate hearts, that we may serve the 
earth and all its creatures, holding fast to the vision of your peaceable reign in which all will live with 
you eternally; through the Risen One, Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
The Blessing of the Animals 
Celebrant It is the priestly work of all God’s people to give thanks for God’s blessings, to ask for and 
lend assistance to all in need, and to stretch our hands to heal and cherish the creatures of God; this 
is our work of blessing. Recognizing God’s love for these creatures, I invite you to bring forward the 
animals entrusted to your care, one by one, and to join me in the laying on of hands in prayer. 
 
The animals are blessed individually by name by the Celebrant, using these or other words 
Celebrant Fellow creature, friend and companion: May God your creator and preserver bless, defend, 
heal, and keep you, this day and always. Amen. 
 
Celebrant I invite you to name your animals at home: 
All Fellow creatures, friends and companions: May God your creator and preserver bless, defend, 
heal, and keep you, this day and always. Amen.  
 
Celebrant Let us name with thanksgiving those animals who have been our companions over the 
years and are no longer with us: Silence 
All God, we give you thanks for these beloved companion animals who are no longer with us. 
Thank y0u for giving them to us as companions. May their memory be a blessing. 
 
Celebrant Let us pray together. 
God of manifold blessings, source of all that is good and true and holy: Raise us up to see the world 
through your eyes, so that with the eyes of our hearts enlightened, we may treasure each creature 
touched by your creative hand. May your bountiful blessing be upon us all, Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The Peace 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Offertory Anthem        All Things Bright and Beautiful arr. Richard Shephard (Audrey J. Adair, Flutist)
 
The Doxology (to the tune of “All Creatures of Our God and King”) Hymnal, #400 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 

Alleluia, Alleluia 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

O praise Him, O praise Him 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
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The Holy Communion 

 
Celebrant The Lord is here. 
People   His spirit is with us. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Lord of all life, you created the universe, where all living things reflect your glory. You give us this 
great and beautiful earth, to discover and to cherish. You give us the fish in the sea, the birds of the 
air, and every plant and tree; the life that sleeps in the winter earth, and awakens again in the 
spring. You made us all, each wonderfully different, to join with the angels and sing your praise: 
 
Sanctus: S-129 
 

 
 
We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned away, you sent Jesus, your Son. He gave his 
life for us on the cross and shows us the way to live. Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread 
and wine may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 
 
On the night before he died, when darkness had fallen, Jesus took bread. He gave thanks, broke it, 
and shared it with his disciples, saying: ‘This is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me.’ 
 
After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins.’ 
 
So Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life. As you feed us 
with these gifts, send your Holy Spirit, and change us more and more to be like Jesus our Savior. 
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Help us, Father, to love one another, as we look forward to that day when suffering is ended, and 
all creation is gathered in your loving arms. And now with St. Thomas, St. Francis, and all your saints 
we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, in the strength of the Spirit, today and for ever. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Fraction – S154 
 

 
 
 
Celebrant  The gifts of God, for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died  
  for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
As the Eucharist is distributed , all who desire prayers for healing—for themselves or for others—are  
invited to come to the healing minister at the front of Hudson Hall on the right as you face the altar. 

 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion on Zoom 
While some members of our congregation are receiving communion at church, those members 
gathered to worship on Zoom will say the following prayer: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things and I 
desire you in my soul.  Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 
my heart.  As though you were already there, I embrace you and unite myself wholly to you; never 
permit me to be separated from you. Amen.      ~  from St. Augustine’s Prayer Book 
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Communion Hymn                    O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee Hymnal #660  
 

 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
Let us pray. 
Lord of all Creation, with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation and have 
shared in the bread and wine of the Kingdom: by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that 
you give us and make us generous and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy. Lord, may we 
be wakeful at sunrise to begin a new day for you; cheerful at sunset for having done our work for 
you; thankful at moon rise and under star shine for the beauty of your universe; and may we add 
what little may be in us to your great world.  Amen 
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The Prayer of St. Francis Hymnal #593 

 
The Blessing 
May God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every side, guide you in 
truth and peace, and give you joy each day in the creation and creatures around you; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Announcements 
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Recessional Hymn                    All Creatures of Our God and King (v. 1, 7) Hymnal #400  
 

 
 
Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the Name of Christ! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                    Gigue from Flute Sonata V G.F. Handel (Audrey J. Adair, Flutist) 
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Worship Participants 
Presider The Rev. Will Drosos 
Preacher The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 
Altar Guild Susan Cowart 
Digital Usher Mary Lee Montfort 
Lector Bonnie Coogan 
Intercessor Mary Coogan 
Eucharistic Minister (EM) Pat Smith 
Flower Guild Betsy Heilman 
Healing Minister Joshua Waits 
Deacon in Training Mary Cushing 
Ushers Jim Galloway & Jan Hamilton 
Fellowship Hour Host Audrey Adair & Walt Lazear 
Counters Ray Raymond & Kittie Ellis 

 
 
Sources for the liturgy: The New Zealand Prayer Book, Church of England’s Common Worship, and A Liturgy in Thanksgiving for Creation 
and in Honor of the Feast of St. Francis, with the Blessing of Animals from the Supplemental Liturgical Materials approved at the 78th 
General Convention in 2015. 

 
 

OCTOBER VESTRY PERSON 
Bruce Allan 

bhallan46@gmail.com 
703-624-9073 

Questions, comments, concerns, compliments, all welcome. 
 

CALL FOR FELLOWSHIP HOSTS 
We are excited to report that the Sunday Fellowship Hour which follows the 10:00 am service each 
week is back in full swing! This is a wonderful time to reconnect and catch up with fellow 
parishioners. We are currently seeking weekly hosts to provide light refreshments to accompany the 
coffee, tea, and juice that the church provides. We are taking the “less is more” approach, so your 
donation should be as simple as a breakfast bread or coffee cake, cookies, and possibly some grapes. 
The current schedule is posted in Hudson Hall. I will also be available at coffee hour for you to sign up 
or I can be reached at home (703.288.3166) or at beckyventorini@gmail.com. Thank you in advance 
to the families who have hosted in the past and prior to the pandemic and to those who will do so 
soon. (Idea: you can always co-host with another person or family!) 

 
WELCOME TABLE IS BACK OCTOBER 9TH! 

Last month, 35 of us gathered together for our first Welcome Table family service. St. Thomas is 
excited to invite you to our second Welcome Table family service on Sunday October 9th from 4-
6pm in Hudson Hall. Our theme for this Welcome Table service is gratitude. Like last month, we will 
worship together, break out into formation groups divided by age, and eat a meal together which 
was generously made possible by Mary Lee. We are also delighted that Lori, Rishabh, and Katie will 
lead us in music. We look forward to seeing you on the evening of October 9th! 

mailto:beckyventorini@gmail.com
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Spiritual Resilience Working Group 
These monthly Circles provide safe space for the acknowledgement of feelings by both clergy and laity about 
the ecological crisis-- and ways to find support and hope. You are invited to join us Oct. 6, 7 PM, for an hour 
led by the Rev. Mary Kay Brown, as we talk, pray, and look forward to the future together. We meet on the 
first Thursday of each month, 7 PM, at the same zoom link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81764854557. Check 
the Creation Care calendar for updates https://www.thediocese.net/resources/ministries/creation-
care/calendar/ (Spiritual Resilience is a working group of the Creation Care Task Force, Episcopal Diocese of 
Virginia.) 
 
 

 
 
 

WOMEN GATHERING 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ECW Movie Viewing 
The ECW will host our second movie viewing and discussion on Sunday, October 23 at 2 pm in the 
sanctuary.  The movie is “He Named me Malala” about the valiant young Pakistani girl who was 
severely injured by the Taliban which opposed education of girls. Malala would later receive a Noble 
Peace Prize for her courage and activism on educating girls.   This movie is rated PG 13; some 
violence is depicted. 
 

Ladies, please join the Women Gathering Zoom meetup 
Thursday, Oct. 13, from 4:30 to 5:15. We’ll continue 
reading on page 93 of Bible Women: All Their Words 
and Why They Matter by Episcopal priest Lindsey 
Freeman, available on Amazon. Mary will lead our 
discussion of "Potiphar's Wife"--a salacious figure who 
tries to seduce Joseph. For inquiries and to join our 
email list with the Zoom link, please contact 
audreyjadair@gmail.com. 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81764854557
https://www.thediocese.net/resources/ministries/creation-care/calendar/
https://www.thediocese.net/resources/ministries/creation-care/calendar/
mailto:audreyjadair@gmail.com
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The Pumpkin Patch is coming soon to St Thomas! This annual event (now in its 15th year) is our largest 
fundraiser. ALL of the money raised by our pumpkin patch is donated to our ministry partners: SHARE, Falls 
Church/McLean Children’s Center, Second Story, Cornerstones and the FACETS Hypothermia Program. 
 
THREE easy things that everyone can do… 

1. Tell all your friends and neighbors about our Pumpkin Patch 
2. Like and Share the Pumpkin Patch Facebook Page! 
3. SIGN UP to sell pumpkins 

How do I sign up? Please use the electronic sign up: http://bit.ly/PumpkinSales2022 
 
Other ways to help…  

Sunday Oct 2nd at 4PM. Pallet Laydown – we’ll be laying out the pallets to display the 
pumpkins. We need around a dozen volunteers. If you are able-bodied and willing to help – please email 
me at tobygbush@hotmail.com. 
 
Saturday October 8th at 9:30AM. Pumpkin Unloading – RAIN or SHINE. Almost all of the 
lifting and carrying is done by local 8th graders performing community service. We need 12-15 adult 
volunteers to help supervise (and in some cases) assist them. There are also opportunities on unload day 
that are even less strenuous – check-in, hospitality etc. Please email me at tobygbush@hotmail.com if you 
can help. If you would like to assist with decorating the patch please email Becky Ventorini 
ventorinib@si.edu.  
 
Saturday November 5th – 10AM. Pumpkin Reloading. RAIN or SHINE. 
Around half a dozen folks are needed to help and supervise 8th grade volunteers reload pumpkins. Please 
email me at tobygbush@hotmail.com if you can help. 
 
Sunday November 6th at 2PM. Pallet Pickup – weather permitting – and if we don’t get it 
done on Nov 5th – we’ll be picking them all back up again. Again, about a dozen, able-bodied volunteers 
are needed. If you are willing to help – please email me at tobygbush@hotmail.com.   

http://bit.ly/PumpkinSales2022
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:ventorinib@si.edu
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
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SHARE’s Most Needed Food + Personal Care Items – September 2022 
(We will provide the October list as soon as it is available) 
 
Canned tuna/chicken 
Canned beans (chickpea, black, kidney, etc) 
Canned fruit or fruit cups 
Pasta / Spaghetti / Ramen noodles 
Canned vegetables (corn, mixed) 
Cereal / oatmeal 
Canned tomato products (diced, sauce) 
Pasta sauce (cans or plastic jars)  
Peanut butter / Jam / jelly   
Snacks/bars (granola bars, etc) 
Vegetable oil (24 oz, 48 oz)  
 
Toilet paper 
Diapers - Size 5, Pull-Ups Size 4-5T 
Shampoo  
Laundry detergent (15 – 32 loads)  
Toothbrushes (individually wrapped) 
Toothpaste 
Baby wipes  
Bar soap 
Feminine hygiene (panty liners -> maxi pads)  
 
Note: Share would welcome re-usable grocery size bags, paper shopping bags with intact 
handles, plastic grocery bags (used but intact is ok), and empty egg cartons (1 dozen size).  
 
Note: Share can now accept refrigerated and frozen goods such as chicken, fresh produce, 
yogurt, cheeses, and eggs but only by prior arrangement (contact: 
sharevolunteers1367@gmail.com).  
 
Not needed at this time: Share currently has ample supplies of Mac&Cheese and canned 
soup.  
 

Please remember: NO GLASS, NO OVER-SIZED items, and no items past their best-if 
used by date. 
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PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS CHURCH  

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified.  
Hear our prayer for St. Thomas: build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life 

according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one, that together we may grow 
as a church in the spiritual strength of community, and reach out to include all people in Christ’s 

love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

MINISTERS 

The Baptized Faithful of St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 
 

The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Ecclesiastical Authority, Suffragan Bishop 
The Rev. Canon E. Mark Stevenson, Bishop Elect  

The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith, Rector   571-549-1458 - fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org 
The Rev. William Drosos, Associate Rector   513-638-8800 – will.drosos@stthomasmcleanva.org 
  
THE VESTRY          
            

Toby Bush                         Senior Warden            tobygbush@hotmail.com 562-477-4956 
Bruce Allan                                 Junior Warden    bhallan46@gmail.com  703-624-9073 
Kittie Ellis                                                              kellis1616@aol.com  480-330-0385 
Melinda Fairchild                                                                      meldavid7815@gmail.com 240-274-4741     
Jeff Crigler                                                         jeffc@crigler.net  703-650-8980 
Mary Lee Montfort                                                            maryleemontfort@gmail.com 703-862-6096  
Jan Grimes                   jangrimes5@outlook.com 703-213-5460 
Steven Miles                  smiles19930@gmail.com 202-639-7951 
Janette Thode                  jlthode@hotmail.com  919-583-1542 

OTHER LEADERS 

David Alton Smith                 Register                                  dapy.smith@gmail.com  703-488-0442 
Pat Smith                                Treasurer                        pysmith51@gmail.com  703-338-0974 
Steve Wickman                     Diocesan Delegate      wickmansb@msn.com  571-393-8544 
Becky Ventorini       Alternate Delegate  beckyventorini@gmail.com 202-390-4412 

STAFF 

Rishabh Bajekal         Parish Administrator              Rishabh.bajekal@stthomasmcleanva.org     703-442-0330 
Mary Cyrus            Accountant                      accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org 703-442-0330 
Lori Lind         Minister of Music                    lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org 443-226-8270 
Nicole Warga             Cribbery Caregiver    ncwarga00@hotmail.com                703-476-9476 
 
 

mailto:fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:will.drosos@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:bhallan46@gmail.com
mailto:kellis1616@aol.com
mailto:meldavid7815@gmail.com
mailto:jeffc@crigler.net
mailto:maryleemontfort@gmail.com
mailto:jangrimes5@outlook.com
mailto:smiles19930@gmail.com
mailto:jlthode@hotmail.com
mailto:dapy.smith@gmail.com
mailto:pysmith51@gmail.com
mailto:wickmansb@msn.com
mailto:beckyventorini@gmail.com
mailto:Rishabh.bajekal@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:ncwarga00@hotmail.com

	And also with you.
	Glory to you, Lord Christ.
	And also with you.
	Lord of all Creation, with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation and have shared in the bread and wine of the Kingdom: by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us and make us generous and wise stewards of th...
	The Prayer of St. Francis Hymnal #593
	Thanks be to God.

