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Today, I’d like to begin by stating an obvious truth.  People do not 

like to wait!  We all know this to be true.  Anyone sitting in their car 

at a stoplight can testify to this fact.  If the light turns and first car is 

not quick enough, we hear the heralding trumpet sounds of horns, 

but not those of a melodious heavenly orchestra. 

 

We are now at that time of year when Advent is upon us.  It’s a time 

of preparation.  It’s a time of  waiting and anticipating.  We prepare 

for the arrival of our Savior into the world.    Now, many of us tend 

to think of this time as awaiting the birth of Jesus in the stable, the 

traditional theme of Christmas day. We are waiting for the angels to 

announce his birth.  We await the magi bringing gifts. We await with 

childlike anticipation, the presents on Christmas day and the time to 



spend with family and friends.  We await the joy of the season, but 

somehow that experience never seems joyous enough or authentic 

enough. Instead, we await the next paycheck to be able to afford 

that perfect token of our love or we end up waiting for the credit 

card bill.  It’s totally exhausting, and not at all joyful.  

 

And while, in Advent,  we truly are awaiting the coming of the 

Messiah,  what we are actually anticipating here is Christ’s second 

coming, in Greek, the parousia. That is what Advent is truly about. 

We see this discussed in both the epistle and gospel readings 

today, although at first glance it may not seem to be such a joyous 

time, especially after hearing today’s gospel reading.  On first pass, 

it sounds rather ominous and foreboding.  

 



In the scripture just prior to today’s Gospel reading Jesus has been 

preparing his followers for the full establishment of the kingdom of 

God. He has been asked by his disciples to explain how they 

should know when he is to come again and fully establish God’s 

kingdom.  Jesus replies by giving several examples.  He talks about 

the destruction of the temple, great persecutions, famines and wars 

and even false prophets.  He tells of the fig tree heralding the 

coming season.  And he cautions his disciples to pay attention to all 

these signs, so that they may not be mislead but be saved. 

 

 Jesus tells us that no one knows when his second coming will be. 

Even He, the Son, has no knowledge of this.  Only God the Creator 

knows the proper time for this to occur.  All that he foretells, seems 

to be ominous, instead of joyful.  The sun and the moon will be 

darkened.  People will be going about their lives, getting married, 



eating and drinking.  One person will be chosen to be with God and 

another will not be.  Sometimes, this scripture has been used to 

support the concept of the rapture, where one person ( the 

righteous believer) will be magically taken up into heaven and the 

other (nonbeliever) will be left behind to face the judgement.  In 

actuality, this is metaphorical speech.  Jesus uses this metaphor 

effectively to explain that the second coming will mean a time of 

judgement.  When Jesus comes again to fully establish his Father’s 

kingdom, and all will know that God indeed is our sovereign. 

 

At this point, I suspect that the disciples did not completely 

comprehend what was to happen, either to Jesus, or themselves. 

They likely had little to no idea of what the new kingdom of God 

would be like.  It’s possible that they fully expected Jesus to 

overthrow the Roman government and become their earthly ruler. 



Did they visualize this as a spiritual or an earthly kingdom? Did they 

fully appreciate what Jesus was about to do?  Only after Jesus’s 

death and resurrection, did they fully understand.  They came to 

understand that Jesus had died to redeem them from the sin that 

permeated the world, that had lead humanity away from God.  He 

died so that we could be saved from the eternal judgement which 

will come with the second coming.  He died so that we won’t face 

an eternal death.  That is fantastic news.  Something to celebrate. 

That is what Advent is all about. 

 

But does Jesus desire us to simply passively wait?  

 

 Enter Paul.  Paul, after his encounter with the risen Christ, was 

inspired to teach about the redemption of our humanity through 

Christ’s death and resurrection.  He understood the joy that this 



held in store for all humanity. He wanted everyone to know about 

this miraculous grace from God.  We can catch a glimpse of his 

zeal and joy in his letters.  The epistle reading today from Romans 

echoes Jesus’s words to his disciples.  He realized that the Jesus 

event ( his death and resurrection) was the beginning of the 

establishment of the kingdom, but that it wasn’t fully realized.  He 

held the tension between the “ now” and the “not yet”,and he did his 

best to make sure others were aware of this also. Although, in 

Paul’s case, he felt the end would be coming very soon.  We hold 

this same tension.  We live with intentionality not fully realized.  We 

have to WAIT.  Groan!! 

 

In fact, Paul tells us that all of creation is groaning with the present 

situation at hand, waiting for redemption and that we also groan 

along with creation.  We plead for God’s kingdom to come.  In fact 



we pray it everyday, “Thy kingdom come…”  All creation has been 

waiting along with us.  We wonder when this will occur.  But Paul 

gives us some words of encouragement, “ I consider that the 

sufferings of this world are not worth comparing with the glory about 

to be revealed to us.”  He equates this suffering to a mother’s labor 

pains.  The suffering is bearable when one considers the precious 

gift to be born at the culmination of it all.  Our waiting now is like 

that.  The expectation may be hard to endure, but the promise in 

the end will be worth it. 

 

Paul, in his enthusiasm, tells us, “Salvation is nearer to us now than 

when we became believers. The night is far gone, the day is near. 

Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light.”  So while we wait, let’s not become complacent.  Let us 

rejoice in that hope.  Instead of focusing on all the preparation for 



Christmas, lets focus instead on our spiritual preparation. Will we 

be awake and ready?   For we know with certainty, that Christ is 

coming again.  But we can’t know when.  Will he find us spiritually 

awake, or still asleep in the darkness of despair and ignorance?  Or 

will we be expectantly awaiting the dawn that is upon us?  Ready to 

welcome it with shouts of joy and thanksgiving as our groaning 

finally ceases.  Ready to sound the herald trumpets along with the 

angels.  Our waiting is over. When we welcome the King, not as the 

fragile infant in the manger but as our loving, omnipotent Savior, 

Immanuel, God with us.  


