
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nativity of Our Lord 

Christmas Day 

 

 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II—10:00 AM 

December 25, 2022 

We, the baptized ministers,  

declare Christ’s Mission for us: 

 to grow as a Church  

in the spiritual strength  

of community,  

and to care, reach out,  

and include all people in Christ’s love. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

 
Prelude                 Pastorale from The Messiah                                                       G.F. Handel 
                                
Processional (standing) Angels from the Realms of Glory #93 Blue Hymnal  
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Opening Acclamation 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle  
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given! 
God has brought light into every darkness. 

The promises of God are fulfilled! Wonderful Counselor! Mighty God! Everlasting Father! 
Prince of Peace! 
We hear, even today, a chorus of angels bringing good news of great joy to all the people. 

We light the Candle of Christ -- witness to the Savior who is Christ the Lord. 

[Here we light the white Christ Candle plus the other candles.] 

Glory to God in the highest Heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors. 
 
Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gloria          Angels We Have Heard On High verse 1 #96 Blue Hymnal 
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The Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to 
be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your 
children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

The First Lesson Isaiah 52:7-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they 
see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The Lord has bared his 
holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God.   The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 98 (We will pray Psalm 98 responsively by half verse) 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, * 

for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 

has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The Lord has made known his victory; * 

his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 

with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

       and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,  

       when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

and the peoples with equity. 

 

The Second Lesson Hebrews 1:1-4 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint 
of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become 
as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn          Of the Father’s Love Begotten 1,2 / 3,4 #82 Blue Hymnal 

 
 

The Gospel John 1:1-14 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 
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to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 
 
The Nicene Creed    
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made.   
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
        he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
The prayers of the people are a time for us to share prayers with one another as we lift 
them together to God. Please kneel as you are able. 

God of glory, by your grace a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 
on his shoulders, and in his name we pray. Wonderful Counselor, we pray for wisdom for 
the world’s leaders, especially Joe our President and Glenn our governor:  
That they may use their power to lift burdens and break the bonds of oppression. 

Mighty God, we pray for the church of Jesus Christ our Lord, especially Mark and Susan, our 
Bishops; Fran, Will, Rishabh, Lori, Mary and Nicole, our staff; Joshua, our Seminarian, and 
Mary, our Deacon in Training; for the teachers at the Early Learning Center; and for the 
Vestry and Officers of St. Thomas:  
Multiply and increase our joy as we share in the harvest you have gathered. 

Everlasting Father, we pray for families, friends, and loved ones, especially those who have 
asked for our prayers: Susan, Ethan, Johnny, Julie, Martha, Jack, Cheryl, Baby Vincent, 
Leanna, Mark, Katrina, Jamie, Anne, Nancy, Megan, Jerry, Susann, Aria, Fran, Vanessa, 
Edna, Latanisa, Cristie, and those whom you would name [pause for intercessions].  

We pray together: 
May those who now walk in deep darkness see the great light of your saving love. 

Prince of Peace, we pray for an end to violence and warfare, in Ukraine and in all places of 
violence around the world. 
That your authority may continue to grow until there is endless peace in every land. 

We give thanks for all those who are celebrating this week. We give thanks for Skye 
Jannery-Barney, Ginger Smith, Janette Thode, and all those celebrating birthdays; we give 
you thanks for Jeson & Hilary Ingraham and all those celebrating anniversaries; and we give 
you thanks for all those in whose honor our Christmas Flowers have been given. We thank 
you, Jesus, for all the blessings of this life [pause for thanksgivings]. As we celebrate the 
miracle of Jesus’ birth: 
We give thanks and praise to God. 

We pray for those who have entered eternal life and those who will die this day. We 
remember Dan Greene, and all those in whose memory our Christmas Flowers have been 
given, and those whom you would name [pause for intercessions]. Grant eternal rest to 
them, O God. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Wondrous God, thank you for the miracle and grace of Christmas. May we be true all year 
long to its call to believe the impossible and to make our humble humanity the place of 
your dwelling. Hear us we pray, and take to your heart all of our longing and thanks. Amen. 

 



9 
 

 
 
Together let us pray for St Thomas Church. 
Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified, 
hear our prayer for St Thomas, build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life 
according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one that together we may 
grow as a church in the spiritual strength of community and reach out to include all 
people in Christ’s love, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
The Offertory     

Walk in love, as Christ loved us, and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

It’s Easy to Give Electronically to St. Thomas 

Text “givetostthomas” to (888) 554-8664 (and follow the directions),  

scan the QR code, or visit the GIVING page on the St. Thomas website: 

www.stthomasmcleanva.org. 

 

Offertory Anthem    Ding Dong, Merrily on High Traditional 
 
The Doxology (Old 100th v.3) #380 Blue Hymnal    

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The Great Thanksgiving      Eucharistic Prayer B 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be 
born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the 
flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, 
and receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 
Sanctus: LEVAS II 255 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your 
Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 
Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Thomas 
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and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

The Fraction – WLP 878 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion on Zoom 

During Communion, those members gathered to worship on Zoom will say the following prayer: 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire you in my soul.  Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart.  As though you were already there, I embrace you and 
unite myself wholly to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.  
 
Communion Hymn          The First Noel #109 Blue Hymnal 
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Post-communion Prayer for a Multi-located Congregation 

Let us pray. God of abundance, we gather as your faithful people near and far. We believe 
you are present with us, whether we are able to share in the sacrament or continue to 
long for communion. We thank you for feeding all of us with your love; for uniting us with 
Christ and one another; and for making us one with all your people in heaven and on 
earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your love to 
the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.     
Written by the Rev. Dorota Wright-Pruski         

 
The Blessing  
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 
Amen. 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with 
joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 
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May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give 
you his peace and favor. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 
Announcements  Coffee Hour, hosted by Audrey Adair and Walt Lazear, will follow the service 
 
Recessional Hymn          Hark the Herald Angels Sing #87 Blue Hymnal 
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The Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God!  Alleluia Alleluia! 
 

Postlude   In Dulci Jubilo                                                                                     by Wayne Wold  

 

Worship Participants 

Presider Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 

Preacher Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 

Altar Guild Louise Armitage and Mary Cushing 

Digital Usher Audrey Lazear 

Digital Verger Walt Lazear 

Eucharistic Minister (EM) Betsy Heilman 

Flower Guild St. Thomas Flower Guild 

Ushers Jan Hamilton and Jim Galloway 

Coffee Hour Hosts Audrey Adair and Walt Lazear 
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The Christmas Flowers and Greens are Given to the Glory of God by: 

 

Audrey Adair & Walter Lazear 

In Thanksgiving for Family 

 

Louise Armitage 

In Thanksgiving for Family 

 

Laura Barlow 

In Loving Memory of Robert Barlow 

 

Maggie Beatty 

In Loving Memory of Al Beatty 

 

Susan & Jack Cowart 

In Loving Memory of our parents: 

Kathryn & Robert Farr and Jean and John Cowart 

 

Virginia Coleman Drosos and Family 

In Loving Memory of Martha and Bob Coleman 

 

Fran Gardner-Smith and David Smith 
In Loving Memory of Frank & Barbara Gardner, Glenn & Marie Smith and Judy Smith 

In Thanksgiving for the fabulous staff at St. Thomas and The Early Learning Center 

 

 



20 
 

The Christmas Flowers and Greens are Given to the Glory of God by: 

 
 

Joan & Susan Eimas 

In Memory of Dick Eimas, Marc & Evelyn Eimas and Bill & Jeanette Doppenberg 

 

Kittie Ellis 

In Thanksgiving for God’s Many Blessings 

 

Shelle  and Jim Jennings 

In Thanksgiving for Becky & Jim Ventorini 

 

Tricia & Skeets Meyer 

In Loving Memory of Jim Harris, Marcella Harris Walsh 

Betty Meyer, Chis Meyer, Dick Eimas 

In Thanksgiving for the Birth of Vera Marcella 11.25.22 

 

Rick Michaelson 

In Loving Memory of Rev. Peter Gray 

 

Pat & David Smith 

In Loving Memory of our mothers: Geraldine S. Smith and Janice H. Younger. 
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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

We are so grateful for everyone who has already pledged their support to St. Thomas for 2023.  

Each pledge is a promise – a promise to give a certain amount over the course of the following year. All 
pledges are equally important and valued. It is an expression of faith and a personal response to God's 
generosity. 

In the coming weeks, the Stewardship committee will continue its work of reaching out to include all 
parishioners in this ministry. We would like everyone to be a pledger at St. Thomas. However, if you 
cannot pledge this year, we understand. This can be communicated via your pledge card or directly to 
a member of the Stewardship team. 

If you need more information about Stewardship and pledging (or need to download a new pledge 
card) please visit bit.ly/StThomasStewardship 

Thank you for your support! 

Toby Bush, Melinda Fairchild, Rick Montfort, Steve Wickman,  
Rev. Will Drosos, & Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 

 

 

DECEMBER VESTRY PERSON 
Janette Thode 

jlthode@hotmail.com 
919-583-1542 

 
Questions, comments, concerns, compliments, all welcome. 

 
 
 

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH 
 

 

St. Thomas ladies, please mark your calendars for 
Monday, December 26 at 11:30 AM to attend our 
monthly Ladies Lunch Bunch. We’ll dine on the heated 
patio at Red’s Table located at 11150 S Lakes Drive in 
Reston. (South Lakes Shopping Ctr.)  
https://redstableva.com/menu/ 
Email Audrey or Tricia with questions or for directions. 
audreyjadair@gmail.com or tricia.d.meyer@gmail.com. 
 

https://bit.ly/StThomasStewardship
https://stthomasmclean-my.sharepoint.com/personal/parishadmin_stthomasmclean_org/Documents/BULLETINS/2022-2023%20Year%20A/Advent/jlthode@hotmail.com
https://redstableva.com/menu/
https://stthomasmclean-my.sharepoint.com/personal/parishadmin_stthomasmclean_org/Documents/BULLETINS/2022-2023%20Year%20A/Advent/audreyjadair@gmail.com
https://stthomasmclean-my.sharepoint.com/personal/parishadmin_stthomasmclean_org/Documents/BULLETINS/2022-2023%20Year%20A/Advent/tricia.d.meyer@gmail.com
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News from the eCw      

 

 

 

Treats & Treasures Sale(s) 

Our final tally from the Treats & Treasure Sale(s) is $ 2,716.12!  Thank you for supporting the 

ECW which provides funds to local non-profit agencies and special projects at St. Thomas.  

While twenty people volunteered their help with the sale, special thanks to Berta Smith and 

Becky Ventorini for their many hours organizing the Treasure’s tables and to Mary Lee 

Montfort and Diane Ferris for the lovely Bake Table -- which sold out!  Several people bought 

baked goods for donation to our area First Responders who were delighted to receive them.  

We have boxed all unsold treasures with hope that another church will accept them as they did 

in 2019. 

 

 

UNITED THANK OFFERING 

Thank  you for your generous support for the UTO ingathering.  $628.51 was collected and 

thank you to Susan Cowart and Berta Smith for coordinating UTO this Fall. 

 

 

ECW Meeting 

The next meeting of the ECW will be on Sunday, January 8, 2023 at 11:30 am in the Early 

Learning Center (former library).  The meeting will be in person as well as Zoom; a link will be 

posted next week.  Please note the later meeting start time! 
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SHARE Most Needed Food & Personal Care Items  
for December 2022 

Canned fruit 
Canned tuna or chicken 
Canned beans (chickpea or kidney) 
Vegetable oil (24 oz, 48 oz) 
Oatmeal 
Ramen Noodles 
Canned tomato products (diced, sauce) 
Pasta sauce (cans or plastic jars)  
Pasta / Spaghetti 
  
Toilet paper 
Diapers (Size 4-6) 
Baby wipes  
Shampoo 
Bar soap 
Laundry detergent (15 – 32 loads)  
Feminine hygiene (panty liners -> maxi pads) 
 
** Most needed items are in bold ** 
** Holiday items also welcome ** 
  
Note: Share would welcome re-usable grocery size bags, paper shopping 
bags with intact handles, plastic grocery bags (used but intact is ok), and 
empty egg cartons (1 dozen size). 
  
Note: Share can accept refrigerated and frozen goods such as chicken, 
fresh produce, yogurt, cheeses, and eggs but only by prior arrangement 
(contact: sharevolunteers1367@gmail.com). 
  
Please remember: NO GLASS, NO OVER-SIZED items, and no items 
past their best-if used by date. 
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PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS CHURCH 

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified.  
Hear our prayer for St. Thomas: build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life 

according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one, that together we may grow 
as a church in the spiritual strength of community, and reach out to include all people in Christ’s 

love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

MINISTERS 

The Baptized Faithful of St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. E. Mark Stevenson, Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Suffragan Bishop 

The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith, Rector   571-549-1458 – fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org 
The Rev. William Drosos, Associate Rector   513-638-8800 – will.drosos@stthomasmcleanva.org 
Joshua Waits, Seminarian                                470-791-0251 – Jwaits@vts.edu 
Mary Cushing, Deacon in Training                  703-772-7457 – mecu1010@aol.com  

 

THE VESTRY          

Toby Bush Senior Warden tobygbush@hotmail.com 562-477-4956 

Bruce Allan Junior Warden bhallan46@gmail.com 703-624-9073 
Kittie Ellis  kellis1616@aol.com 480-330-0385 
Melinda Fairchild  meldavid7815@gmail.com 240-274-4741     
Jeff Crigler  jeffc@crigler.net 703-650-8980 
Mary Lee Montfort  maryleemontfort@gmail.com 703-862-6096  
Jan Grimes  jangrimes5@outlook.com 703-213-5460 
Steven Miles  smiles19930@gmail.com 202-639-7951 
Janette Thode  jlthode@hotmail.com 919-583-1542 

 

OTHER LEADERS 

David Alton Smith Register dapy.smith@gmail.com 703-488-0442 
Pat Smith Treasurer                        pysmith51@gmail.com 703-338-0974 
Steve Wickman Diocesan Delegate wickmansb@msn.com 571-393-8544 
Becky Ventorini Alternate Delegate beckyventorini@gmail.com 202-390-4412 

 

STAFF 

Rishabh Bajekal Parish Administrator Rishabh.bajekal@stthomasmcleanva.org 703-442-0330 
Mary Cyrus Accountant accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org 703-442-0330 
Lori Lind Minister of Music lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org 443-226-8270 
Nicole Warga Cribbery Caregiver ncwarga00@hotmail.com 703-476-9476 

 

mailto:fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org
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