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Our readings today keep pointing us to work and our exemplars’ approach to it. We 
start with Elijah, who is finishing his work, asking Elisha, who is just beginning his, what 
he can do to support him before he goes. Elisha asks for a double share of Elijah’s spirit 
– of his power. One hopes that Elisha realized that with a double share of power comes 
a double share of responsibility. Like it or not he was going to be embracing a double 
share of work. 
 
And in today’s Gospel, Jesus is headed to Jerusalem. He has been preaching and teaching 
– trying to get folks to understand: 

1) That they are made in the very image of God – precious and powerful. And 
2) That the realm of God is not some pie in the sky when we die promise but a 

reality available to us, offered to us, here and now. That we choose to live in 
heaven – connected to God and one another, filled with the Holy Spirit, working 
as God’s partners to care for all that is – seen and unseen – 
or in hell – disconnected from one another and from God – self-absorbed, 
greedy, vengeful, and passive – refusing to do the work that is before us. 
 
 

Now he’s headed to Jerusalem where he has every reason to expect he will die. It’s all 
but inevitable that the authorities will kill him, for their power, their control – the hell 
they create for others and, whether they realize it or not, for themselves – depends on 
people’s willingness to stand by as others, and even they, themselves, suffer. Empire 
will kill Jesus to preserve itself. But he will not compromise his principles, his integrity, 
his calling to save his life. So he sets off. 
 



And he sends ahead some messengers to prepare the way. These messengers pass 
through Samaria. The Samarians were traditional, historic, enemies of the Jews but 
Jesus doesn’t treat them as such. He has always treated them as family. He revealed 
himself first to a Samaritan woman at a well. In one of his parables he used a Samaritan 
as an example of how the people of God ought to treat one another. Jesus treated 
Samaritans with respect – as members of the family. 
 
Nonetheless, when the disciples get to Samaria they find that the people there are not 
interested in helping them. The Samaritans don’t hurt the disciples, they don’t threaten 
them or Jesus, they simply don’t join the program. They just aren’t interested.  
 
And two of the disciples, James and John, are furious. They ask Jesus if they can call 
down fire from heaven to consume the village. Jesus, you’ll be happy to remember, says 
no and simply moves on to another village. But think again about James’s and John’s 
reaction. They want to call down fire to burn the village to the ground. 
 
This reaction might sound like an outrageous and unbelievable response to very little 
provocation ….. 
…..unless you read the newspaper 
     or watch TV 
     or have happened past some state house or gun shop, or courthouse, or city hall, or 
some politician’s or doctor’s home or office where people have gathered to scream for, 
or wreak, vengeance upon those who have offended them – by action or simply by 
failing to agree with them. 
 
Outrageous?  Assuredly. 
Unbelievable? Sadly, no. 
 
And I have to admit, those feelings are not entirely alien to me. I don’t generally feel 
that way to the degree or with the regularity that we see around us these days. But it’s 
not nothing or never, either. Sometimes I feel that vindictive rage when someone I trust 
has betrayed and hurt me; more often I feel it in the face of exploitation and abuse of 
the vulnerable – watching the powerful preserve their privilege by denying safety, care, 
and compassion to those in desperate need. These feelings are not entirely alien to me 
– I’ve been choking on them for the last few days. 
 



And they’re not alien to our forebears, either. It’s not just James and John in today’s 
Gospel reading. The prophets from time to time proclaimed their rage. The Psalms are 
full of it. It seems almost every Psalm is either a hymn of gratitude to God for the 
wonders of this life or a plea for vengeance against those who wield unjust and deadly 
power. Even Jesus has been reported to fly into a temper. 
 
The Bible doesn’t say it’s wrong to feel that way. It says it’s wrong to act that way.  
 
Acting that way brings hell on earth to everyone around us and often to larger 
communities, society, the whole world. 
 
Feeling that way only brings hell down on ourselves – and those nearest and dearest to 
us who live within range of our emotional spill-over.  
 
Feeling that way is not only less destructive and more forgivable, it’s also more 
manageable. How? Today’s Epistle has some tips: Cultivate the gifts of the Spirit. We’re 
told that within us are tendencies, attractions, to “enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, 
quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy …” and to the fruit/gifts of the Spirit – “ love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” Both live 
within us – the one we feed is the one that will grow. 
 
Embracing, claiming, these fruits of the Spirit not only stops us from creating hell – for 
others and for ourselves – but also empowers, emboldens, en-courages us to make 
heaven – for ourselves and for others. 
 
Sisters and Brothers, we are made in God’s own image. 
 We are given the gifts of the Spirit 
 We are promised, in our Baptismal Covenant that we can, and must, grow into the 
full stature of Christ. 
 
We are called, and created, to be bigger, to be more, than we can even imagine. 
 
To live, and act, in bitter hostility, to seek vengeance, and also 
To sit quietly, to remain passive, in the face of injustice, oppression, suffering – these 
deform us; they make us small, petty, pathetic, and horrible. 
 



We are called to be God’s stewards, God’s partners, in shaping the world – in caring for 
the most vulnerable among us. To bring heaven to everyone. And we are given the gifts 
with which to do it. 
 
My prayer for us all is that we may have the wisdom, and courage, and commitment to 
 ground ourselves in meditation on the gifts and call of the Spirit; 
 to pray for guidance and strength 
 and to pick up the mantle – to find, and take on, a share of the work God has put 
before us 
 to grow, and live, into the full stature of Christ. 
 
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 


