
 

 

 

 

 
 

First Sunday after the Epiphany 

The Baptism of our Lord 

  
 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II—10:00 AM 
January 8, 2023 

We, the baptized ministers,  
declare Christ’s Mission for us: 

 to grow as a Church  
in the spiritual strength  

of community,  
and to care, reach out,  

and include all people in Christ’s love. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
  
Prelude          Morning Star Hymn Tune 
 
Welcome The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 
 
Procession          On Jordan’s Bank #76 Blue Hymnal  

 
 

The Acclamation 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever Amen. 
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Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira�on of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

During the singing of the Song of Praise, children from Pre-K to 3rd Grade are invited to follow the 
crucifer to Children’s Chapel. 

Song of Praise: Arise and Shine #156 Voices Found 
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The Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.  
Father in heaven, who at the bap�sm of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are bap�zed into his 
Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlas�ng. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
 
The First Lesson Isaiah 42:1-9 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; 

and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 

I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 

to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 29 (We will pray Psalm 29 responsively by half verse) 

1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, * 
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; * 
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
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3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders; * 
the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 

5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; * 
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; * 
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe * 
and strips the forests bare. 

9 And in the temple of the LORD * 
all are crying, "Glory!" 

10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; * 
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; * 
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 
The Second Lesson Acts 10:34-43 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. 
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him 
to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn          Baptized in Water, Sealed by the Spirit 1,2 / 3 #121 LEVAS II 
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The Gospel Matthew 3:13-17 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon Mary Cushing 
 
The Baptismal Covenant 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the Virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
      He descended to the dead. 
      On the third day he rose again. 
      He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and  fellowship, in the breaking of 
the bread, and in the prayers? 

People  I will, with God's help. 
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Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and , whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People  I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity 
of every human being? 

People  I will, with God's help. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
The prayers of the people is a �me for us to share our prayers with one another as we li� 
them together to God. Kneeling as you are able, let us pray. 

Shine in your church, O God; embolden us, in a dark world, to speak truthfully and to act 
with the courage of love. We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Mark, our Bishop; 
Fran, Will, Rishabh, Lori, Mary and Nicole, our staff; Joshua, our Seminarian, and Mary, 
our Deacon in Training; for the teachers at the Early Learning Center; and for the Vestry 
and Officers of St. Thomas. This day and always,  
Christ, be our Light.  

Shine on your world, O God; heal the warring of na�ons and the wounding of the earth to 
give us peace at last. We pray for the people of Ukraine and for peace in our world. We 
pray for Joe, our President and Glenn, our Governor [pause]. This day and always,  
Christ, be our Light.  

Shine for your people, O God; make us one human family who clothe each other with 
mercy and feed each other with jus�ce. This day and always,  
Christ, be our Light.  

Shine in our hearts, O God; help us to reach to the heavens and deep in our souls to seek 
you, to find you, and to know you. This day and always,  
Christ, be our Light.  

Shine in the saints and departed, O God; teach us to follow their lead to outrageous faith 
and eternal love. We pray for those who have died, those who will die today, and all those 
you would name [pause]. This day and always,  
Christ, be our Light.  

Shine for the afflicted, O God; remind them of your deep compassion and how you tenderly 
bear all our sorrows. We pray for Susan, Ethan, Johnny, Julie, Martha, Jack, Cheryl, Baby 
Vincent, Leanna, Mark, Katrina, Jamie, Anne, Nancy, Megan, Jerry, Susann, Aria, Lynne, 



10 
 

Carol, Vanessa, Edna, Latanisa, Cris�e, Vanesa, Lela, Cate, Steven, Sara, Harrison, Bob, and 
for those you would name [pause]. This day and always,  
Christ, be our Light.  

Shine, O God, as the Light that creates, the Light that calls, the Light that comes again with 
every dawn. We thank you for all the blessings of this life, including Pat Smith, Maggie 
Beaty, and Tom Armitage celebra�ng their birthdays this week, for all those celebra�ng 
their wedding anniversary this week, and those blessings you would name [pause]. This day 
and always, 
Christ, be our Light.  

Shine, O God, as the Light that scaters every shadow, and the Light in which we promise to 
walk, with your help. Amen.  

Adapted from Susan K. Bock, Liturgy for the Whole Church, Church Publishing Inc., © 2009, Kindle Edi�on, by The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 

 
Together let us pray for St Thomas Church. 
Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanc�fied, 
hear our prayer for St Thomas, build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life 
according to your will; empower us with the gi�s to make us one that together we may 
grow as a church in the spiritual strength of community and reach out to include all 
people in Christ’s love, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  A time of silence. 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 
lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you 
have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil 
done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Absolu�on 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.   
 
The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Following the exchange of peace in the church, peace is exchanged with the congregation on Zoom. 
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The Offertory     
Walk in love, as Christ loved us, and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

It’s Easy to Give Electronically to St. Thomas 
Text “givetosthomas” to (888) 554-8664 (and follow the direc�ons),  

scan the QR code, or visit the GIVING page on the St. Thomas website: 
www.sthomasmcleanva.org. 

 
Offertory Anthem          What Star Is This? Richard Shephard 

Randy La�mer, Violinist and Dan Wicks, Clarine�st 
 
The Doxology (Old 100th v.3) #380 Blue Hymnal    

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
 
 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving      EOW Eucharistic Prayer 3 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
All thanks and praise are yours at all �mes and in all places, our true and loving God; 
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all 
things. You laid the founda�ons of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from 
the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.  

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; 
And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all crea�on 
as we shout with joy: 
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Sanctus: WLP 858 

 

 
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a 
people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led 
them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to 
proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through 
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Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled 
us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, 
broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper Jesus took the cup of 
wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the 
new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.”  

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 
ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth 
has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 

Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory! 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to 
us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may 
be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, 
and in the fullness of time gather us with St. Thomas and all your people into the joy of our 
true eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.  

Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into tempta�on, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
The Frac�on – Blue Hymnal S154 
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The Gi�s of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
As the Eucharist is distributed , all who desire prayers for healing—for themselves or for others—are  
invited to come to the healing minister in front of the pulpit on the left as you face the altar. 
 
Prayer for Spiritual Communion on Zoom 
While some members of our congregation are receiving communion at church, those members 
gathered to worship on Zoom will say the following prayer: 
In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist 
is now being celebrated, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my 
soul and body with the earnest wish that I may always be united to you. Since I cannot 
receive you sacramentally today, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite 
myself with you, and embrace you with all the love of my soul. Let nothing ever separate 
you from me. May I live in you, and may you live in me, both in this life and in the life to 
come. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Hymn          We Three Kings #128 Blue Hymnal  
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Post-communion Prayer for a Multi-located Congregation 

Let us pray. God of abundance, we gather as your faithful people near and far. We believe 
you are present with us as we are united with Christ and one another in prayer and 
sacrament. We thank you for feeding all of us with your love and for making us one with 
all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of 
Christ our Savior. Amen.  Written by the Rev. Dorota Wright-Pruski, adapted by the Rev. Will Drosos     
 
The Blessing  
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you,  
and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Announcements 
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Recessional Hymn          Hail to the Lord’s Anointed #616 Blue Hymnal 
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The Dismissal 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.    
Thanks be to God!   
 
Postlude          We Three Kings John A. Stallsmith 

 
Worship Participants 

Presider Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 
Preacher Mary Cushing 
Altar Guild Jan Hamilton 
Digital Usher Bruce Allan 
Digital Verger Chuck Grimes 
Eucharistic Minister (EM) Louise Armitage 
Healing Minister Rev. Will Drosos 
Flower Guild Cleta Raymond 
Lector & Intercessor Louise Armitage 
Usher Lynne Montgomery 
Counters Ed Rhodes & Lynne Montgomery 

 
 

 

 
 



18 
 

 
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

We are so grateful for everyone who has already pledged their support to St. Thomas for 2023. As of 
January 5th, we have 64 pledges for a total of $420,645. Thank you! 

Each pledge is a promise – a promise to give a certain amount over the course of the following year. All 
pledges are equally important and valued. It is an expression of faith and a personal response to God's 
generosity. The Stewardship commitee is con�nuing its work of reaching out to include all 
parishioners in this ministry. We would like everyone to be a pledger at St. Thomas. However, if you 
cannot pledge this year, we understand. This can be communicated via your pledge card or directly to 
a member of the Stewardship team. 

If you need more informa�on about Stewardship and pledging (or need to download a new pledge 
card) please visit bit.ly/StThomasStewardship 

Thank you for your support! 

Toby Bush, Melinda Fairchild, Rick Mon�ort, Steve Wickman,  
Rev. Will Drosos, & Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 

 
 
 
 

The Parish Annual Mee�ng is on Sunday, January 22, 2023! 
Worship at 10:00 AM 

Annual Mee�ng follows 
  

https://bit.ly/StThomasStewardship
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WOMEN GATHERING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LADIES LUNCH BUNCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

St. Thomas ladies, please mark your calendars for 
Monday, January 23rd at 11:15 AM to atend our 
monthly Ladies Lunch Bunch. We’ll dine on the heated 
pa�o or indoors at Red’s Table, depending on the 
weather. The loca�on is at 11150 S Lakes Drive in 
Reston. (South Lakes Shopping Ctr.)  
htps://redstableva.com/menu/ 
Email Audrey or Tricia with ques�ons or for direc�ons. 
audreyjadair@gmail.com or tricia.d.meyer@gmail.com.  

Ladies, please join the Women Gathering Zoom meetup 
Thursday, Jan. 12th, from 4:30 to 5:15. We’ll con�nue 
reading on page 153 of Bible Women: All Their Words and 
Why They Matter by Episcopal priest Lindsay Freeman, 
available on Amazon. Mary will lead our discussion about 
Ruth. For inquiries and to join our email list with the 
Zoom link, please contact audreyjadair@gmail.com. 
 

 

https://redstableva.com/menu/
mailto:audreyjadair@gmail.com
mailto:tricia.d.meyer@gmail.com
mailto:audreyjadair@gmail.com
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PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS CHURCH  

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified.  
Hear our prayer for St. Thomas: build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life 

according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one, that together we may grow 
as a church in the spiritual strength of community, and reach out to include all people in Christ’s 

love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

MINISTERS 

The Baptized Faithful of St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. E. Mark Stevenson, Bishop 

 

The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith, Rector   571-549-1458 – fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org 
The Rev. William Drosos, Associate Rector   513-638-8800 – will.drosos@stthomasmcleanva.org 
Joshua Waits, Seminarian                                470-791-0251 – Jwaits@vts.edu 
Mary Cushing, Deacon in Training                  703-772-7457 – mecu1010@aol.com  
 
THE VESTRY          

Toby Bush Senior Warden tobygbush@hotmail.com 562-477-4956 
Bruce Allan Junior Warden bhallan46@gmail.com 703-624-9073 
Kittie Ellis  kellis1616@aol.com 480-330-0385 
Melinda Fairchild  meldavid7815@gmail.com 240-274-4741     
Jeff Crigler  jeffc@crigler.net 703-650-8980 
Mary Lee Montfort  maryleemontfort@gmail.com 703-862-6096  
Jan Grimes  jangrimes5@outlook.com 703-213-5460 
Steven Miles  smiles19930@gmail.com 202-639-7951 
Janette Thode  jlthode@hotmail.com 919-583-1542 
 
OTHER LEADERS 

David Alton Smith Register dapy.smith@gmail.com 703-488-0442 
Pat Smith Treasurer                        pysmith51@gmail.com 703-338-0974 
Steve Wickman Diocesan Delegate wickmansb@msn.com 571-393-8544 
Becky Ventorini Alternate Delegate beckyventorini@gmail.com 202-390-4412 
 
STAFF 
Rishabh Bajekal Parish Administrator Rishabh.bajekal@stthomasmcleanva.org 703-442-0330 
Mary Cyrus Accountant accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org 703-442-0330 
Lori Lind Minister of Music lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org 443-226-8270 
Nicole Warga Cribbery Caregiver ncwarga00@hotmail.com 703-476-9476 
 

 

mailto:fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:will.drosos@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:bhallan46@gmail.com
mailto:kellis1616@aol.com
mailto:meldavid7815@gmail.com
mailto:jeffc@crigler.net
mailto:maryleemontfort@gmail.com
mailto:jangrimes5@outlook.com
mailto:smiles19930@gmail.com
mailto:jlthode@hotmail.com
mailto:dapy.smith@gmail.com
mailto:pysmith51@gmail.com
mailto:Rishabh.bajekal@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:ncwarga00@hotmail.com

