
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We, the baptized ministers,  
declare Christ’s Mission for us: 

 to grow as a Church  
in the spiritual strength  

of community, and  
to care, reach out, and 

 include all people in Christ’s love. 

  



THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Welcome and Gathering 

Prelude                             “Veni, Emmanuel”          Gerald Near 
 
Advent Wreath Lighting Liturgy                                                                                    The Grimes Family 

The Lord your God is in your midst, rejoicing over you with gladness, renewing you in love. I will 
bring you home and restore your fortunes, says the Lord. 
In this new light, we give thanks to the Lord. 
 

With joy you will draw waters from the wells of salvation. 
We will rejoice in the Lord always. 
 

We light a third candle to reveal the pathway to faithfulness. 

[Here light the two blue candles and the pink candle.] 

As a covenant people we will seek to live in the joy of the Lord. 
 

Opening Hymn             “Descend, O Spirit, purging flame”   297, The Blue Hymnal 
                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Opening Acclamation          

Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
You come to your people and set them free. Amen. 
 

 Collect for Purity           

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Trisagion  (sung three times)      S-102, The Blue  Hymnal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen.  
 
 
 
 



The Lessons 
 
The First Reading is from the book of Zephaniah (3:14-20): 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 
daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned 
away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no 
more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands 
grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 
as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for 
it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the 
outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I 
will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and 
praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, 
says the LORD. 
The Word of the Lord.                   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 9: The First Song of Isaiah (We will read it responsively by half verse.) 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, * 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The Second Reading is from Philippians (4:4-7): 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 



The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation             O come, O come, Emmanuel             56, v v. 5 & 6, The Blue Hymnal   
          
O come, thou Dayspring from on high,   O come, Desire of nations, bind 
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;   in one the hearts of all mankind; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,   bid thou our sad divisions cease, 
and death’s dark shadow put to flight.   And be thyself our King of Peace. 
    Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel           Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
   shall come to thee , O Israel!            shall come to thee, O Israel! 

The Holy Gospel   Luke 3:7-18 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 
say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." 
And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them, "Whoever has 
two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise." 
Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?" He 
said to them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, 
"And we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats 
or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages." 
 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you 
with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong 
of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire." 
 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

The Word of the Lord.                         
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Sermon                                                          Natalie Perl Regan 

  

 



The Nicene Creed             

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
      He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

The prayers of the people is a time for us to share our prayers with one another as we lift them 
together to God.   

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying,  
Lord, have mercy. 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault 
at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Susan, Jennifer, and Porter, our own Bishops, for Fran, 
Natalie, Mollie, Walter, Joy, Mary and Nicole our staff; for the teachers at the Early Learning 
Center, for all bishops and other ministers, in the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for 
Emmanuel—Rapidan, St. Andrew’s—Burke, St. Christopher’s—Springfield, for Ascension Church 
in Beraud, Haiti, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 



For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may 
be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and 
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For those in positions of public trust, especially Joe, our President, Ralph, our Governor, and 
Glenn, our Governor-elect, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of 
every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are 
in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your 
glory in all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; 
especially Susan, Andrei, Ethan, Emma, Johnny, Julie, David, Anne, Martha, Lucy, Kadri, Jim, 
Michelle, Madeleine, Eliana, Phyllis, Hilary, Frankie, Megan, Michael, Jack, Bonnie, Greet, Peter, 
Melissa, Walter, Olga, and Becky; for those with COVID-19; for our families, friends, and 
neighbors, and those whom you would name [pause], that being freed from anxiety, they may 
live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

We give you thanks for all the blessings of this life, including Anne Strahan, Susan Gardiner, 
Emiko Gardiner, and Aidan Kemp celebrating their birthdays this week, for Betsy and Peter 
Reddaway who celebrated their wedding anniversary last week, and those blessings you would 
name [pause], we offer thanks to you, O Lord. 
We offer our thanks with hearts full of gratitude. 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, those whom you would name [pause] 
and those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that 
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 



Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all 
our life to Christ our God. 
To you, O Lord our God. 

Together let us pray for St. Thomas Church. 
Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified, hear 
our prayer for St. Thomas, build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life according 
to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one that together we may grow as a church 
in the spiritual strength of community and reach out to include all people in Christ’s love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for our Diocese as we search for our next Diocesan Bishop 
 

Almighty God, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, who calls, guides and empowers us as your 
Church: Create in us discerning minds as we seek to elect a bishop in this diocese. So many issues 
are open before us; so many wounds that need healing; so many gifts that need celebrating. 
Bless and continue the good work begun in your name, and open our ears to the hurts and hopes 
around us; broaden our vision to see what we do not want to see; and enliven our hearts with 
honesty and compassion to do the hard work that lies before us. Guide us as we seek an 
inspirational leader and willing advocate to help us meet the challenges, and lead us to become 
the people you have equipped us to be in your service. All this we pray through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen 
 
The Confession 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.      
      

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 
love and serve only your will. Amen. 

The Absolution             

Almighty God have mercy on you/us, forgive you/us all your/our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you/us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you/us in 
eternal life.  Amen. 

The Peace              

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Offertory Sentence 

Let us bring to God our offerings, with thanksgiving that God provides more than enough for all.  
Let us give, as each is able, for the benefit of Christ’s church and God’s world. 



 
It’s Easy to Give Electronically to St. Thomas 

Text “givetostthomas” to (888) 554-8664 (and follow the directions), scan the QR code, or 
visit the GIVING page on the St. Thomas website: www.stthomasmcleanva.org 

 

Offertory Anthem      “Rejoice in the Lord alway”      Henry Purcell 

Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice 
Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand 
Be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving Let your requests be known unto God. 
And the peace of God which passeth all understanding 
shall keep your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Philippians 4:4-7, KJV) 

 

 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION  

The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer A       

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from 
sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in 
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

 
 
 
 



The Sanctus                 S-124, The Blue Hymnal  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us 
with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus 
Christ.  

 



By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN 
 

The Lord’s Prayer           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Fraction Anthem  Be known to us        S-171, The Blue Hymnal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion on Zoom 

While some members of our congregation are receiving communion at church, those members 
gathered to worship on Zoom will say the following prayer: 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you above all things 
and I desire you in my soul.  Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart.  As though you were already there, I embrace you and unite myself 
wholly to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.  ~ from St. Augustine’s Prayer Book 



Communion Hymn       “O thou who camest from above”    704, The Blue Hymnal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Post-communion Prayer for a Multilocated Congregation 
 

Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we gather as your faithful people near and far. We believe you are present 
with us, whether we are able to share in the sacrament or continue to long for communion. We 
thank you for feeding all of us with your love; for uniting us with Christ and one another; and 
for making us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power 
of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue for ever in the risen 
life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Written by the Rev. Dorota Wright-Pruski 

The Advent Blessing 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you/us and scatter the darkness from before your/our 
path; and may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you/us, and remain with you/us always. Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 



Closing hymn “Surely it Is God who saves me”    679, The Blue Hymnal 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                                 

  
Worship Participants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preacher Natalie Perl Regan  
Presider Rev Fran 
Altar Guild Barbara Wicks 
Counters Jim Ventorini, Reza Nipkey 
Flower Guild Melinda Fairchild  
Lector & Intercessor Louise Armitage 

Lay Eucharistic Minister Stephen Wickman 

Usher Becky Ventorini 

Staff on Zoom  Rev. David Smith 

Digital Vergers Chuck Grimes, Walt Lazear 



A N N O U N C E M E NT S  

 
 December Vestry Person  

Becky Ventorini 
Please share any comments you have for the Vestry  

with Becky at beckyventorini@gmail.com or (703) 288-3166. 
We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

 

 

 

Calling all Angels, Shepherds, for our Christmas Eve Pageant! 

Hark!  The youth of St. Thomas are especially excited to begin preparing the annual Christmas 
pageant this Sunday, December 5.  We are looking forward to a "live" performance, pandemic 
permitting, during the 5 p.m. service on Christmas Eve. It promises to be a sweet and lively 
production! 
 
Rehearsals will take place in lieu of Sunday school on December 5, 12 and 19 for grades 3-7.  Our 
youngest participants will continue to have Godly Play during the Sunday school hour on 
December 5 and 12, and will join in the group rehearsal on December 19.  We will have one last 
rehearsal on Christmas Eve before the performance.  All are welcome, and our flexible script can 
accommodate all interested thespians!  If your child is interested in participating and you have 
not been in touch with me, please e-mail me at mollie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org and I will 
add you to my pageant distribution list. 
 
I'm looking forward to celebrating this season with your families -- and to a fun new year of 
learning and growing together. 
 
Love, blessings, and peace, 
Mollie  
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Blue Christmas 

The holiday season can be a difficult time. It is important to know that if you are experiencing grief, 
anxiety, depression, or any kind of loss this season, or any season, you are not alone. We, here, at St. 
Thomas, are available if you need support. Feel free to contact any of us on staff.  
 

If you are struggling for any reason this Christmas, we invite you to join us for a "Blue Christmas" service.  
All are invited to gather for scripture, prayer, and song so that we can share our grief, losses, anxieties 
and "holiday blues" in community and offer them together to God. This service will take place on the 
longest night of the year, December 21st, the winter solstice. We will gather at 7:30 pm in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom. We do hope you will join us. Feel free to contact me with any questions at 
natalie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org.   
 
Advent grace, 
 
Natalie  
 

Topic: St. Thomas Episcopal Church's Blue Christmas 
Time: Dec 21, 2021 07:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87350353385?pwd=aDJmM1lJZEhrcmNOdHhMRkhKaHJ5QT09 
 
Meeting ID: 873 5035 3385 
Passcode: 120402 
Dial by your location 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
 

Additionally, the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) website offers further information about combatting 
 the “holiday blues” this season: blues tips 

 
 

 
 

Lend a Hand to our Afghan Allies  
 

The ECW encourages you to continue support for resettlement of Afghan refugees through the 
St. Thomas online giving portal. These Afghan refugees have worked as translators or interpreters 
by or on behalf of the United States government for twenty years placing their lives—and those 
of their families—at risk because of their support of the US.    
 
There are several non-profit agencies in our area coordinating resettlement assistance to refugees 
including Lutheran Social Services, Catholic Charities, Ethiopian Community Development Council 
and the International Rescue Committee.  We have already donated $2,000 to these agencies. 
 
Please consider joining the ECW in supporting our Afghan allies who have been displaced from 
their homes.  
 

mailto:natalie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org
https://www.nami.org/blogs/nami-blog/november-2015/tips-for-managing-the-holiday-blues


Stewardship Update 

Thank you to all of you that have already pledged to support St. Thomas in 2022. We are so grateful. We 
have so far received 56 pledges totaling $372,448 (as of December 8th). We are 
over 95% toward our campaign target! Thank you. In the coming weeks the 
Stewardship committee will begin contacting those people whose intentions 
for 2022 we do not know. Can you help us hit our second campaign target of 
75 pledgers? We hope that you will join us and make a “Gift to Make Us ONE” 
  
As we look back on the continuing challenges of 2021, we can be proud of our 
continuing efforts to maintain our sense of community. The daily emails, the 
work of our staff and the fabulous new equipment that has transformed our 
online worship experience. We were also able to open the Early Learning 

Center – and have been delighted with the start that it has made. We’re hoping that the investments that 
we have made this year will bring us back stronger than ever in 2022.  
 
Parishioners that pledge are the foundation of our church community. St. Thomas is financially 
independent; we raise about 80% of our income through pledges. If you have not yet taken the 
opportunity to pledge to St. Thomas, there is still time. All pledges to St. Thomas are important and 
valued. Please remember that a pledge is not a contract, it is a promise to support St. Thomas. 

 
We want to make it as easy as possible for people to pledge. You can find out more about the pledge 
campaign and find answers to frequently asked questions at Stewardship FAQs. To create a pledge 
directly within the church database please use the following link (Member login). If you need help with 
this please contact - Toby Bush (tobygbush@hotmail.com). Alternatively, please return the pledge card 
that was included with your Stewardship letter. If you need another you can print one here (pledge card) 
 

With love and gratitude for your presence among us at St. Thomas. 
 

 
Toby Bush    Melinda Fairchild    Rick Montfort 
tobygbush@hotmail.com meldavid7815@gmail.com  rickmontfort@outlook.com 

Louise Rosenburgh                Stephen Wickman  Rev. Fran Gardner Smith 
lrosenbu@aol.com   Wickmansb@msn.com    fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org 
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mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
https://stthomasmcleanva.org/files/Pledge-Card.pdf
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:meldavid7815@gmail.com
mailto:rickmontfort@outlook.com
mailto:lrosenbu@aol.com
mailto:Wickmansb@msn.com
mailto:fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org


An Update from the St. Thomas Afghan Discernment Team 

For the past several months, a group of parishioners comprising the “St. Thomas Afghan Response 
Discernment Team” has been meeting to discuss how we might support Afghan refugees who are 
resettling to Northern Virginia.  Following an informative presentation on October 17th by Hilary 
Ingraham, the ECW began collection of gift cards from Giant, Walmart, Target, Uber, Lyft and Safeway 
while other concrete ways we might help were considered.  So far, St. Thomas has contributed nearly 
$3,000 for gift cards distributed to non-profit agencies in our area that are leading resettlement 
activities, namely Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area (LSSNCA) and the Ethiopian 
Community Development Council (ECDC). 
 
On November 14th, Reverend Fran and seminarian Stacy Carlson Kelly gave a parish-wide presentation on 
opportunities for a more sustained engagement with the Afghan refugees.  After considering various 
ways we might help, one model that was of particular interest to the Discernment Team was that of the 
Ethiopian Community Development Council.  This is a highly structured model that requires a one year 
commitment, donation of $3000 and identification of seven leaders - one coordinator and six committee 
leads for what they call "integration pathways" - Housing and Welcome, Transportation, Health, 
Education, Cultural Adjustment, and Jobs & Finance.  
 
Four parishioners, in addition to those on the Discernment Team, expressed interest in co-sponsorship 
with the Ethiopian Community Development Council.  A hybrid meeting of the expanded group will meet 
in Hudson Hall or via Zoom on Tuesday 12/14 at 3:15 pm to consider whether we have sufficient resources 
to proceed.  Any others who would like to know more is invited to participate. 
 
In addition to the committee leads for ECDC’s “integration pathways”, others are needed to fulfill the 
concrete tasks such as:  driving individuals to register their children in school, applying for a job or a 
driver’s license, learning where/how to shop, navigating public transportation, furnishing an apartment, 
helping understand the American culture, and providing the support of friendship. 

Just after the New Year, we are planning educational opportunities for the congregation and our 
neighboring Episcopal churches. ECDC has suggestions of books, articles, and movies for groups to learn 
more about the refugee experience.  

Zoom link for Afghan meeting on Dec 14, 2021 3:15 PM https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82512558791 
Meeting ID: 825 1255 8791 
 
Dial by your location 
301 715 8592  
Meeting ID: 825 1255 8791 
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Walter’s Last Day  
as our Minister of Music 

 

Sunday, January 23, 2022 

Hybrid Worship as one Congregation 
At 10:00 AM 

 

No 8:00 AM Service 

Reception to Follow 

 

 

 

 

Mark your Calendars! 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
IS ON  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 2021 

Hybrid worship as one congregation at  

 9:00 AM 

Annual Meeting following at 10:00 AM 

No 8:00 am Service. 
 

  

 



 

 

A PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS CHURCH 

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified.  
Hear our prayer for St. Thomas: build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life according 
 to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one, that together we may grow as a church in 

the spiritual strength of community, and reach out to include all people in Christ’s love,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

MINISTERS 

The Baptized Faithful of St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Ecclesiastical Authority, Suffragan Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Porter Taylor, Assisting Bishop 

The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith, Rector   571-549-1458 - fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org 
Ms. Natalie Perl Regan, Pastoral Associate   202-617-9633 -  natalie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org 
 
THE VESTRY                   SHEPHERD AREA 
Becky Ventorini                        Senior Warden                          beckyventorini@gmail.com    703-288-3166 
Toby Bush                                 Junior Warden & Stewardship          tobygbush@hotmail.com        562-477-4956 
Hooman Mirzaei                                                 hoomir20@yahoo.com            703-388-8767 
Will Ferris                                                                    vox54@aol.com                     703-801-1256 
Kittie Ellis                                                               kellis1616@aol.com                480-330-0385 
Melinda Fairchild                                                                         meldavid7815@gmail.com       240-274-4741 
Bruce Allan                                                               bhallan46@gmail.com             703-624-9073 
Jeff Crigler                                                          jeffc@crigler.net                     703-650-8980 
Mary Lee Montfort                                                                           maryleemontfort@gmail.com     703-862-6096  

OTHER LEADERS 

David Alton Smith                 Register                                   dapy.smith@gmail.com           703-488-0442 
Pat Smith                                Treasurer                                 pysmith51@gmail.com            703-338-0974 
Steve Wickman                      Diocesan Delegate                   wickmansb@msn.com            571-393-8544 

STAFF 

Mollie Regan  Interim Family Minister  mollie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org 954-778-7252 
Mary Cyrus              Bookkeeper                           accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org   703-442-0330 
Walter Koehler           Minister of Music                 wallykoehler1@gmail.com            703-346-6972 
Nicole Warga              Cribbery Caregiver                 ncwarga00@hotmail.com                703-442-0330 
Joy Warburton            Parish Administrator             joy.warburton@stthomasmcleanva.org         703-442-0330  
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