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APRIL 2022 

 

 Dear Friends, 

 

2022 feels like it’s happening at lightening speed! I’m writing on Monday April 4th, and we’ve already 
made it through the five Sundays in Lent. This coming Sunday is Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy 
Week. 

 

While I am watching the COVID numbers in Fairfax County, and the infection rates for the BA-2 variant of 
the Omicron variant (a phrase that would have made no sense in February 2020!), I am confident that 
we’ll be able to worship in person this year for Holy Week and Easter.  

 

In February 2020, The Rev. David Lucey, the rector at St. Francis in Great Falls and I began to plan for our 
two churches to share Holy Week together. When COVID hit, we quickly moved our plans to the virtual 
space, and shared a virtual Holy Week. We did the same in 2021. This year, we are delighted that we are 
able to share HYBRID Holy Week with our friends at St. Francis. Here are the details and the schedule. 

 

APRIL 14 – MAUNDY THURSDAY 

4:30 PM @ St. Thomas – Stripping the Altar 

Part of the Maundy Thursday service involves stripping the altar (and the whole sanctuary) of the things 
we normally use during worship, in order to mark the solemnity of Good Friday. Since the Maundy Thurs-
day service itself will be at St. Francis, we’ll use a simple liturgy to strip the altar at St. Thomas.  

 

6:00 PM @ St. Thomas – Agapé Meal 

When the first Christians gathered for worship, even before there was a standard liturgy for the Eucha-
rist, they shared a liturgical meal called an Agapé (the Greek word for love) meal. Our friends from St. 
Francis have been invited to join us for this special meal. St. Thomas will provide the bread and wine used 
for the meal. Please bring a simple dish to share. If you’re inspired to bring something with a Middle East-
ern flair, that’s great. But, truly the most important thing is your presence!  

 

7:30 PM @ St. Francis – Maundy Thursday Worship (9220 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA) 

Zoom link on the St. Francis web page here. 

Following dinner, we’ll head down the road to St. Francis for the Maundy Thursday service, which will 
also be on Zoom. Maundy Thursday is the first day of the Triduum (three days). Rev. David Lucey is lead-
ing worship, I am preaching, and Deacon Natalie will serve as the deacon at the service. The service will 
include foot washing, following the mandate (that’s where the word Maundy comes from) that Jesus 
gives to his disciples at the Last Supper in John’s Gospel to be servants to one another.  
 

           Continued on page 3 

From the Rector’s Desk . . .  

https://stfrancisgreatfalls.org/
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Happy Anniversary to: 

Jean & Todd Kemp     4/15 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for the May Issue of the 
Messenger is April 15th!                                            

NOTE: Please let the Office 

know  

if your birthday or anniversary  

St.  Thomas Episcopal  Church—   

Reach ing out  to inc lude a l l  peop le  in  Chr is t ’s  love !  

MINISTERS  
 

The Bapt ized Fai thfu l  of  St .  Thomas ’  Episcopal  Church  

The Most  Rev.  Michael  Curry ,  Pres iding Bishop  

The Rt .  Rev.  Susan Gof f ,  Eccles iast ical  Author i ty ,  Suf fragan Bishop  

The Rt .  Rev.  Jenn i fer Brook -Davidson,  Ass is tant  Bishop  

The Rt .  Rev.  Porter Tay lor,  Ass is t ing Bishop  
 

The Rev.  Fran Gardner -Smith,  Rector -   

f ran.gardnersmith@st t thomasmcleanva.org  

The Rev.  Deacon Natal ie Per l  Regan,  Assoc iate Rector -  

natal ie. regan@stthomasmcleanva.org  

 

Thomas Regan, 4/5 
 

Oliver Bush, 4/15 
 

Jon Barney, 4/23 
 

Judi Alexander, 4/24 
 

Toby Bush, 4/25 
 

 
 

Vestry   Email  

Toby Bush Senior  W arden    tobygbush@hotmai l .com  

Bruce Allan Junior  W arden  bhallan46@gmail.com  

Kittie Ellis  kellis1616@aol.com 

Jeff Crigler   jeffc@crigler.net 

Mary Lee Montfort  maryleemontfort@gmail.com  

Melinda Fairchild  meldavid7815@gmail.com 

Jan Grimes  jangrimes5@outlook.com  

Steven Miles  smiles19930@gmail.com  

Janette Thode  jlthode@hotmail.com  

   

Other Leaders    

David  Smith  Regis ter   Dapy.sm ith@gmai l .com  

Pat  Smi th  Treasurer  pysmi th51@gmai l .com  

Steve W ickman  Diocesan Delegate  wickmansb@msn.com  

   

Staff    

Mol l ie  Regan  In ter im  Fami ly Min is ter  mol l ie . regan@st thomasmcleanva.org  

Lor i  L ind  In ter im  Mins ter  of  Mus ic  Lor i . l i nd@st thomasmcleanva.org  

Joy W arburton  Parish Admin is t rator  par ishadmin@stthomasmclean.org  

Mary Cyrus  Accountant         accountant@stthomasmclean.org  

Nico le W arga

  

Cr ibbery Careg iver  ncwarga00@hotmai l .com   

mailto:fran.gardnersmith@sttthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:natalie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:bhallan46@gmail.com
mailto:Kellis1616@aol.com
mailto:jeffc@crigler.net
mailto:maryleemontfort@gmail.com
mailto:%20meldavid7815@gmail.com
mailto:jangrimes5@outlook.com
mailto:smiles19930@gmail.com
mailto:jlthode@hotmail.com
mailto:dapy.smith@gmail.com
mailto:pysmith51@gmail.com
mailto:wickmansb@msn.com
mailto:mollie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:Lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:parishadmin@stthomasmclean.org
mailto:accountant@stthomasmclean.org
mailto:ncwarga00@hotmail.com
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APRIL 15 – GOOD FRIDAY 

12 NOON @ St. Thomas – Stations of the Cross 

The fourteen stations of the cross depict 14 moments between Jesus’ being condemned to death (the 
first station) and his being laid in the tomb (the fourteenth station). This year, we’ll be able to walk the 
actual stations in the sanctuary at St. Thomas.  
 

7:30 PM @ St. Francis – Good Friday Liturgy (9220 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA) 

Zoom link on the St. Francis web page here. 

The Good Friday service is the most solemn service in our church year. While we Christians are always 
Easter people, on Good Friday we live into the reality of Jesus’ death on the cross. By tradition, the Eucha-
rist is not celebrated on this day, though we will receive Eucharist from the reserve sacrament. Deacon 
Natalie is preaching, and Rev. David Lucey and I will co-lead worship.  
 

APRIL 16 – HOLY SATURDAY 

8:30 AM @ St. Francis – Holy Saturday Liturgy (9220 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA) 

Zoom link on the St. Francis web page here. 

This short service, lasting about 30 minutes, continues the solemnity of Good Friday. By tradition, this ser-
vice marks the time when Jesus lay dead in the tomb, prior to His resurrection. 
 

APRIL 16 – EASTER VIGIL, THE LIGHTING OF THE NEW FIRE, AND RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 

7:30 PM @ St. Thomas – Zoom link will be sent via email. 

From the earliest days of the church, Christians have kept vigil on the night before Easter, waiting for the 
moment of resurrection. We’ll light the new fire and process with the light of Christ, while our Interim 
Minister of Music, Dr. Lori Lind, sings the ancient hymn known as The Exultet. We’ll hear ancient stories of 
God’s presence with God’s people. We’ll renew our baptismal vows, and we’ll ring in Easter with bells 
(bring one from home) and shouts of joy. St. Francis’ Seminarian, Mr. Timothy Rutherford will be our 
preacher, Deacon Natalie will serve as the Deacon for the service. The Rev. David Lucey and I will co-lead 
worship. 
 

APRIL 17 – EASTER SUNDAY 

10:00 AM @ St. Thomas – Zoom link will be sent via email. 

We will celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with hybrid worship at St. Thomas – our first in-person major feast 
day since 2019! Deacon Natalie is preaching and serving as the deacon at this service, and I am leading 
worship. Becky Ventorini is planning a potluck brunch after church. Ms. Mollie and Ms. Lael are organizing 
an Easter Egg hunt for our kids. Please bring pre-stuffed eggs to church. Look for more information on 
PAGE 4 of the Messenger. 
 

I’ve longed for the day when some of us could celebrate Holy Week and Easter together – I hope you’ll 
join us, either in-person or on Zoom for these beautiful and meaningful services that mark the events at 
the center of our Christian faith and story. 

With love, 

 

Fran 

https://stfrancisgreatfalls.org/
https://stfrancisgreatfalls.org/
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Come celebrate Easter on Sunday, April 17 with a Potluck Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt following the 

10:00 am service. Please bring a dish to share and the Church will provide coffee, tea and serving 

items.  If you have any questions about the Brunch please contact  

Becky Ventorini at home at (703) 288-3166 or beckyventorini@gmail.com and for the Egg Hunt,  

Mollie Regan at mollieregan@verizon.net.  

Please bring pre-stuffed eggs—NO NUTS, to church by Easter Sunday. 

 

Easter Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt 

ADULT STUDY CONTINUES THROUGH mAY 

Our Study of God’s Transforming Gift: Paul’s Letters continues to meet every other week on Zoom: 

Monday Evenings 7:30—8:30 PM                                     Thursday Mornings 10:30—11:30 AM 

 Here are the dates:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

If you would like to join us, please send Dr. David Smith  and email at davidsmith927@gmail.com.  

April 4 and 7 
Galatians 5 and 6 
 
April 18 and 21 
Romans 1 to 5 

  May 2 and 5 
Romans 5-8, 12-15 
  
May 16 and 19 
1 and 2 Corinthians  

mailto:beckyventorini@gmail.com
mailto:mollieregan@verizon.net
mailto:davidsmith927@gmail.com
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The Ordination of the Rev. Deacon Natalie Perl Regan 
at exactly 11:33 am on  

Saturday, March 5, 2022  
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The Bake and Plant Sale returns to Hudson Hall on Sunday, May 15th  following the ten o’clock ser-

vice.  All bakers and gardeners are encouraged to make items for the sale which is a major fund raiser 

for the ECW, the proceeds from which are given to area non-profit agencies.  There will also be some 

“treasures” for sale!  In addition, we will conduct a silent auction for a lovely quilt, handmade by the 

St. Thomas quilters in the 1980’s led by former parishioner, Jill Nenninger, and donated (back) to the 

ECW by Jean Kemp.  The quilt is on display in the Narthex during the month of April with a signup 

sheet for the silent auction.  If you prefer to be anonymous in your bidding, let me know and I will 

assign you a number. 

 

 

 

Cornerstones Presentation on Homelessness 

Did you see the mannequins sitting in the Narthex? (created by Colin Regan)  They represent the 

1,222 persons in Fairfax County who are homeless, an eighteen percent increase over last year. On 

March 27, twenty-two adults and fourteen youth welcomed Kerrie Wilson, Chief Executive Officer 

of Cornerstones.  Kerrie told us that over half of the homeless adults in our community are employed 

and one quarter are children. The primary cause of homelessness in Fairfax County is the high cost of 

housing; to afford a two bedroom apartment would necessitate 2.8 people working full time at mini-

mum wage. Cornerstones (formerly known as Reston Interfaith), operates the Embry Rucker Shelter 

in Reston, an affordable child care program, and owns several hundred affordable rental housing 

units. Cornerstones has been serving the vulnerable for more than fifty years. The ECW donated 

$200 to Cornerstones to advance their important work.  

   
  

The spring-colored quilt (colors differ from picture)  is 87” 

long by 120” wide—perfect for a king-sized bed.  The quilt 

pattern is called Indian Hatchet.  Bidding will begin at $400 

in increments of $25 or you can buy it now for $1,000.   

How wonderful to restore this opportunity for community 

and fund raising after a two year COVID hiatus! 

ECW  Plant and Bake  (& Treasures) Sale  Returns May 15 



7 

Following lunch coordinated by Mollie Regan with help from Becky Ventorini, the children of St. 

Thomas made “Blessing Bags” for guests of the Embry Rucker Homeless Shelter in Reston.  
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Ladies, you are invited to the Women Gathering Zoom meetup at 4:30 pm on Thursday, April 21st. 

Natalie will lead a lively discussion on women at the tomb. Audrey will emails you a reminder and 

a link the day before. 

The meetups focus on Bible Women: All Their Words and Why They Matter. The author, Episcopal 

priest Lindsey Freeman, identifies every woman who speaks in the Bible, providing their words, 

context, and historical background. The book is available on Amazon for purchase.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Men Eating Breakfast this Week!  

April 9 @ 7:45 am at The Virginian in Vienna  

for those who wish to gather in person.  

  

 

 

 

  

M e n  E a t i n g  B r e a k f a s t  

W o m e n  G a t h e r i n g  Z o o m  M e e t u p  

R e m i n d e r  t o  S e t  U p  R e c u r r i n g  2 0 2 2  p a y m e n t s  

If you usually make recurring payments of your pledge, either by bank bill payment or using our  

E-giving system, or you are considering doing so, now is a good time to set up your new 2022 pledge 

for this year.  You can access our E-giving system several ways: 

 

Text “givetostthomas” to (888) 554-8664 (and follow the directions),  

scan the QR code, or visit the GIVING page on the St. Thomas website: 

www.stthomasmcleanva.org. 
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SUNDAY               Monday 

 

            Tuesday 

 

 

    Wednesday 

 

       Thursday 

 

        Friday 

1        Office Closed 

  

      Saturday 

2 

  

3 

10 AM — Worship, Rite II 

4     

 7:30 pm—God’s 

Transforming Gift 

Bible Study 

 

  

5   

 

10am—Virtual Staff 

Meeting   

7pm— Virtual Lenten 

Series 

 

6     

 

  

7    

10:30 am—God’s  

Transforming Gift 

Bible Study 

 

 

8  Office Closed 

  

   

 

 

9 

7:30 am—MEB   

In Person @  

The Virginian 

  

  

10   PALM SUNDAY 

 

 

10 AM — Worship, Rite II 

11 

  

12 

 

   No Staff Meeting   

   

  

 

13 

 

 

 

14   

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

  

4:30 pm —Stripping 

of St. Thomas Altar 

6:00 pm—Agape meal 

in Hudson hall 

7:30 pm -Joint  

Maundy Thursday 

Liturgy @ St. Francis, 

Great Falls 

 

15     GOOD FRIDAY 

  

  

12:Noon—Stations of 

the Cross @  

St. Thomas  

 

7:30 pm—Good Friday 

Liturgy @ St. Francis, 

Great Falls 

 

 

16    HOLY SATURDAY 

8:30AM—HYBRID WORSHIP 

@ ST. FRANCIS, GREAT 

FALLS 

 

7:30 pm—The Great 

Vigil of Easter service 

@  St. Thomas 

  

17  EASTER SUNDAY 

 

10 AM— Worship, Rite II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18  EASTER MONDAY 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

  

 7:30 pm—God’s 

Transforming Gift 

Bible Study 

19 

 10:00 am—virtual  

Staff Meeting   

  

 

  

 

  

 

20  

 

 

7:30 PM— ECW Book 

Group 

  

 

21  

  

 

10:30 am—God’s 

Transforming Gift 

Bible Study 

 

4:30 pm— Women 

Gathering 

22   Office Closed 

   

 

  

  

23 

  

  

 

24 

 

10 AM — Worship, Rite II 

  

  

25 

 

 

7:00 Pm —Virtual 

Vestry Meeting 

 

 

  

26 

  

10 AM—Virtual staff 

Meeting  

  

 

 

27 28 29    office closed 30 
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T h e  M e s s e n g e r  

 

A PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS 
 

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your 

Church is governed and sanctified. Hear our prayer 

for St. Thomas’: build in us a renewed vision of your 

Church; shape our life according to your will; empower 

us with the gifts to make us one, that together we may 

grow as a church in the spiritual strength of community, 

and reach out to include all people in Christ’s love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
8991 Brook Rd 

 McLean, VA 22102 

703.442.0330 

Pastoral Care (571)549-1458 

www.stthomasmcleanva.org 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

10 am Hybrid Worship 

In-person or via Zoom   

  

 Please reach out to the Church  Office  

for the Zoom log-in credentials.  

SH ARE M os t  Ne eded Food &  Pe rsonal  Ca re I te ms    

( in  b old )  fo r  A p r i l  

Canned fruit or fruit cups 
Shampoo 
Vegetable oil (24 oz, 48 oz) 
Canned tomato products (diced, 
sauce) 
Toilet paper 
Jam/jelly   
Pasta sauce (cans or plastic jars)  
Laundry detergent (15 – 32 loads)  
Toothbrushes (individually wrapped) 
Toothpaste 

Diapers - Size 6 
Baby wipes  
Cereal / oatmeal 
Adult incontinence products (L, XL) 
Feminine hygiene (panty liners -> maxi 
pads)  
Bar soap 
Paper towels  
Coffee (instant, ground) / tea 
Snack bars (granola bars, etc) 

Not needed at this time: Share currently has ample supplies of canned vegetables, soups and  
Thanksgiving items (stuffing mix, pumpkin, cranberry sauce).  

 

Please remember: NO GLASS, NO OVER-SIZED items, and no items past their best-if used by date. 
 

Note: Share would welcome paper shopping bags (grocery) with intact handles and re-usable grocery 
size bags. 


