
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

We, the baptized ministers,  
declare Christ’s Mission for us: 

 to grow as a Church  
in the spiritual strength  

of community,  
and to care, reach out,  

and include all people in Christ’s love. 
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THE WORD OF THE LORD 

Prelude                                                                    
  
Opening Acclamation    

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Opening Hymn How lovely is thy dwelling place                          # 517,  Blue Hymnal   
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The Collect of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human 
nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Lessons 

Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 

A reading from the Book of Ephesians: 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 
to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
who believe. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 84 (responsively, by half verse)     

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house!  
they will always be praising you. 
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4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 
he will give grace and glory; 

11 No good thing will the LORD withhold * 
from those who walk with integrity. 

12 O LORD of hosts, * 
happy are they who put their trust in you! 

 

Gospel Acclamation     Celtic Alleluia          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Gospel        Matthew 2:1-12 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 
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the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
left for their own country by another road. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.                         
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
The Sermon                                                                                                   Rev. Fran 
 
The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People  

Let us pray to our incarnate Lord, who has brought us out of darkness and into his own 
marvelous light. Christ born for us, Son of God given for us: help us to know you, to 
worship and to serve you. Lord, in your mercy 
be with us now. 
 

Wonderful counsellor, you order all things with your wisdom: help the Church to reveal 
the mystery of your love and fill her with the Spirit of truth. We pray especially for 
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Susan, Jennifer and Porter, our Bishops; Fran, Natalie, 
Mollie, Walter, Joy, Mary, Nicole, our staff, for the teachers at the Early Learning Center, 
and for Ascension Church in Beraud, Haiti. Lord, in your mercy 
be with us now. 
 
Mighty God, the government is on your shoulders: guide the leaders of the nations, 
especially Joe, our President, and Ralph, our Governor, and Glenn, our Governor-elect, 
and bring in your kingdom of justice and righteousness. Lord, in your mercy 
be with us now. 
 

Everlasting Father, you call us to live together in unity: protect by your mercy all your 
children, bless our families and renew our communities. We pray especially for our 
ministry partners: Falls Church McLean Children’s Center, Share, Second Story, 
Cornerstones, and FACETS. Lord, in your mercy 
be with us now. 
 
Prince of peace, you bring reconciliation through the cross: by your healing power give 
to all who suffer, your gift of wholeness and peace. We pray especially for Susan, Andrei, 
Ethan, Emma, Johnny, Julie, David, Anne, Martha, Lucy, Kadri, Jim, Michelle, Madeleine, 
Eliana, Phyllis, Hilary, Frankie, Megan, Michael, Jack, Bonnie, Greet, Peter, Melissa, Olga, 
Scott, Amaya, Jen, Brendan, and Barbara, those with COVID-19, for Natalie, Stacy, and 
Suzanne as they take their General Ordination Exams, and those whom you would name. 
[pause] Lord, in your mercy 
be with us now. 
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Jesus, whose birth we celebrate, bless those whose birthdays and anniversaries we will 
celebrate this coming week especially David Fairchild, Eliza Young, and Berta Smith. We 
give thanks for those in whose honor the Christmas flowers have been given, and those 
thanksgivings you would name silently or aloud, [pause].  We pray,  
Jesus, look with favor, on your servants as they celebrate.  
 
Shepherd of souls, you have promised to be with us in the valley of the shadow of death: 
with your loving presence comfort those who mourn and bring those who have died into 
the light of your presence. We remember especially those in whose memory the 
Christmas Flowers have been given. [pause] Lord, in our mercy,  
be with us now. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, full of the Spirit, 
hear our prayer, receive our praises, fill our lives. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People were adapted from Common Worship in the Church of England, located here,  by The Very Rev. Fran 
Gardner-Smith. 
 
 
A Prayer for the Search for a New Bishop   
Almighty God, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, who calls, guides and empowers us as 
your Church: Create in us discerning minds as we seek to elect a bishop in this diocese. So 
many issues are open before us; so many wounds that need healing; so many gifts that 
need celebrating. Bless and continue the good work begun in your name, and open our 
ears to the hurts and hopes around us; broaden our vision to see what we do not want to 
see; and enliven our hearts with honesty and compassion to do the hard work that lies 
before us. Guide us as we seek an inspirational leader and willing advocate to help us meet 
the challenges, and lead us to become the people you have equipped us to be in your 
service. All this we pray through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen 
 

Together let us pray for St. Thomas Church. 
Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified, 
hear our prayer for St. Thomas, build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our 
life according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one that together we 
may grow as a church in the spiritual strength of community and reach out to include all 
people in Christ’s love, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons/advent#mmm6
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The Confession 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
.God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 
lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you 
have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil 
done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

The Absolution 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 

Offertory Sentence 

Walk in love, as Christ loves us, and gave himself an offering and a sacrifice to God. 
 

It’s Easy to Give Electronically to St. Thomas 
Text “givetostthomas” to (888) 554-8664 (and follow the directions), scan the QR 

code, or visit the GIVING page on the St. Thomas website: 
www.stthomasmcleanva.org 

 

Offertory Anthem  “The Shepherds’ Farewell”       Hector Berlioz 
   

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,   
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 

The Blessing  

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 
Amen. 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, 
and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you 
his peace and favor. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you forever. Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 
 

Closing   Brightest and best              Page 10            
 

 

The Dismissal 
 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude      
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Closing   Brightest and best                   #117, Blue Hymnal            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Participants 

 

 

 

 

Preacher & Presider Rev. Fran 
Flower Guild Cleta Raymond 
Lector & Intercessor Jim Galloway 
Digital Verger Cleta Raymond 
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The Christmas Flower Decorations are Given to the Glory of God by: 
 

 

 

 

 

Laura Barlow 

In Loving Memory of Robert Barlow, and Elizabeth Shatto. 
 

  

Maggie Beatty and Family 

In Loving Memory of Al  Beatty. 

 

  
  

 Susan & Jack  Cowart 

In Loving Memory of our parents Kass & Bob Farr, and Jean & John Cowart, and 
Robert Cowart, brother of Jack. 

 

  
 

Revs. Fran Gardner-Smith & David Smith 
In Loving Memory of Frank & Barbara Gardner, and Judy Smith;  

In Thanksgiving for the staff at St. Thomas and the Early Learning Center. 
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The Christmas Flower Decorations are Given to the Glory of God by: 
 

 

 

 

Betsy & Peter Reddaway 

In Loving Memory of our parents. 

 
  

 

Thomas, Colin and Will Regan  
In Thanksgiving for their grandparents, Nancy and Bill Hightower. 

 
  

 

Berta & Wade Smith 
In Loving Memory of our son, Ward Willis; and 

In Thanksgiving for our granddaughter Reagan Smith. 
 

  
 

Pat & David Smith 
In Loving Memory of our mothers: Geraldine S. Smith and Janice H. Younger. 

  

Becky Ventorini 

In Thanksgiving for my family who makes me feel grateful everyday. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ECW Next Hybrid Meeting – Sunday January 9, 2021 
Please make note of the new start time – 8:45 am 

All Women of St. Thomas are invited to join us for the next ECW Meeting on Sunday January 9th at 8:45 
a.m. (new start time!) in person and on Zoom. A Zoom link will be sent out closer to the date. 

 
 

 

Women Gathering Zoom Meetup 

The next Women Gathering Zoom meetup is Thursday, January 13th, from 4:30-5:15 
pm.  We will be looking at the lives of two women in the Bible--Deborah and Rahab. Fran will 
lead the discussion based on the book Bible Women: All Their Words and Why They Matter by Lindsey 
Freeman. To purchase it, click HERE.   
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87242612804?pwd=SXNCKytJVEpSM2VvUC9RditsTjNRZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 872 4261 2804   Passcode: 201069 
 

 

 

Walter’s Last Day  
as our Minister of Music 

Sunday, January 23, 2022 

Hybrid Worship as one Congregation 
At 10:00 AM 

No 8:00 AM Service 

Reception to Follow. 

 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Women-Their-Words-Matter/dp/0880283912/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Bible+Women%3A+All+their+words+and+why+they+matter&qid=1631224305&s=books&sr=1-1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87242612804?pwd=SXNCKytJVEpSM2VvUC9RditsTjNRZz09
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Update from the St. Thomas Afghan Discernment Team 

Earlier this week, the St Thomas Afghan refuge response committee met to discern how we will support 
resettlement. We decided to partner with Ethiopian Community Development Council, a recognized 
nonprofit that has long undertaken resettlement.  We liked that they are structured and 
responsive.                                                                                          

Our first project is to ready two apartments for families (size and ages of children are not yet known).  We 
will collect furniture, linens, pots and pans, dishes, even stocking a pantry with staples.  Susan Burk is 
creating a Sign-up Genius specifying what is needed so parishioners can mark what they can 
provide.  Items should be new or like new. Another method is to order the items from Amazon. If 
you  choose this option,  don't forget to use Amazon Smile and designate St. Thomas as your non-profit, 
so St. Thomas derives benefit. The third method to support Afghan refugees is by donating funds through 
the St Thomas Giving Portal.   

A link to the Sign-Up Genius will be sent as soon as we hear from ECDC about the size of the families 
whose apartments we will furnish. 

Please do not bring any items to church until we know when the families will be moving in.  Thank you for 
considering this opportunity to help those families who risked their lives to support our government 
presence in Afghanistan. 

 

 

 THE PARISH ANNUAL MEETING  
IS ON 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 2022! 
  

Worship as one congregation at 9:00 AM, 
Annual Meeting following @ 10:00 AM. 

 

No 8:AM Service! 
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Pies for Haiti & Afghan Refugees 

Pat Smith will make you either a 9-inch pie for $25 or three (3) small pies of the same kind for $30, the 
proceeds of which will go to assist Haiti in its recovery or for 

Afghan ally refugees settling in our area.  Popular fruit pies are 
apple, apple-cranberry (I have frozen fresh cranberries), apple-

raspberry, raspberry or blackberry (when available), strawberry-
rhubarb (I have frozen rhubarb), tart cherry, blueberry, and 

Harvest Moon Pie (apples, cranberries, dried apricots – sweet 
and tart).  Custard pies are lemon meringue, coconut cream, 

banana cream, and chocolate pudding pie. 

Pat can make vegan fruit pies.  Either call Pat on 703-338-0974 or email her at  pysmith51@gmail.com with 
a week’s notice.  Fruit pies can successfully be frozen to enjoy at a future date, but custard pies cannot be 
frozen 

 

 

 

January 2022 Schedule 

 

Tuesday, January 4, 2022 
Regular Office Hour Resumes  

 

Thursday, January 13 —4:30 pm 
Women Gathering Zoom Meetup 

 

Sunday, January 23 

Walter’s last day @ St. Thomas 

 

January 30 

 Parish Annual meeting following our 10:00 am service 

 

 

mailto:pysmith51@gmail.com
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A PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS CHURCH 

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified.  
Hear our prayer for St. Thomas: build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life according 

 to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one, that together we may grow as a church in the 
spiritual strength of community, and reach out to include all people in Christ’s love,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

MINISTERS 

The Baptized Faithful of St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Ecclesiastical Authority, Suffragan Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Porter Taylor, Assisting Bishop 

The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith, Rector   571-549-1458 - fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org 
Ms. Natalie Perl Regan, Pastoral Associate   202-617-9633 -  natalie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org 
 
THE VESTRY                   SHEPHERD AREA 
Becky Ventorini                        Senior Warden                          beckyventorini@gmail.com    703-288-3166 
Toby Bush                                 Junior Warden & Stewardship          tobygbush@hotmail.com        562-477-4956 
Hooman Mirzaei                                                hoomir20@yahoo.com            703-388-8767 
Will Ferris                                                                               vox54@aol.com                     703-801-1256 
Kittie Ellis                                                               kellis1616@aol.com                480-330-0385 
Melinda Fairchild                                                                         meldavid7815@gmail.com       240-274-4741 
Bruce Allan                                                                            bhallan46@gmail.com             703-624-9073 
Jeff Crigler                                                          jeffc@crigler.net                     703-650-8980 
Mary Lee Montfort                                                                           maryleemontfort@gmail.com     703-862-6096  

OTHER LEADERS 

David Alton Smith                 Register                                   dapy.smith@gmail.com           703-488-0442 
Pat Smith                                Treasurer                                 pysmith51@gmail.com            703-338-0974 
Steve Wickman                      Diocesan Delegate                   wickmansb@msn.com            571-393-8544 

STAFF 

Mollie Regan  Interim Family Minister  mollie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org 954-778-7252 
Mary Cyrus              Bookkeeper                           accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org   703-442-0330 
Walter Koehler           Minister of Music                 wallykoehler1@gmail.com            703-346-6972 
Nicole Warga              Cribbery Caregiver                 ncwarga00@hotmail.com                703-442-0330 
Joy Warburton            Parish Administrator             joy.warburton@stthomasmcleanva.org         703-442-0330  

 

mailto:fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org

	Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a
	The Blessing
	May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.
	May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.
	May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace and favor. Amen.
	And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.

