
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We, the baptized ministers,  
declare Christ’s Mission for us: 

 to grow as a Church  
in the spiritual strength  

of community, and  
to care, reach out, and 

 include all people in Christ’s love. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
Prelude                                  

Welcome                                                                                          Ms. Mollie Regan, Family Minister 

Opening Hymn  O Come, All Ye Faithful                                    83, Blue Hymnal, v.v. 1 & 2 

O come, all ye faithful,      God from God, 
joyful and triumphant,      Light from Light eternal, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;    lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
come, and behold him,      only-begotten 
born the King of angels;      Son of God the Father; 
Refrain        Refrain 
O come, let us adore him,      O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,      O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him,      O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord.       Christ the Lord. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant 
that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in 
heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

Introduction to the Christmas Pageant   
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The Christmas Pageant                 The Children and Youth of St. Thomas 

 

Carols During the Pageant 

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came      265, Blue Hymnal, v. 1 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

   “All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, 
    most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

 

 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus                   66, Blue Hymnal, vv. 1 & 4 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,    By thine own eternal Spirit 
      born to set thy people free;         rule in all our hearts alone; 
from our fears and sins release us,    by thine all-sufficient merit 
       let us find our rest in thee.          Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

 

O little town of Bethlehem       76, Blue Hymnal, v. 1 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
    how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
    the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 
     the everlasting Light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 
     are met in thee tonight. 
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Away in a manger        101, Blue Hymnal, vv. 1 & 2 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed   The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,  I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.               And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

  

  

Angels we have heard on high      96, Blue Hymnal, vv. 1 & 2 

Angels we have heard on high,     Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
singing sweetly through the night,    Why these songs of happy cheer? 
and the mountains in reply     What great brightness did you see? 
echoing their brave delight.     What glad tidings did you hear? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.      Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.      Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

 

We three kings of Orient are            128, Blue Hymnal, v. 1 

We three kings of Orient are, 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, 
moor and mountain, 

following yonder star. 
O star of wonder, star of night, 
star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, 
still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light! 
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 Joy to the world! the Lord is come      100, Blue Hymnal 
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Prayers of the People  

Wondrous God, whose love was made flesh on this holy night, hear us, as we pray, and take to 
your heart all of our longings and thanks:  
 Hear us and help us, O God.  
 

Wonderful Counselor, give wisdom to the leaders of the nations, especially Joe, our President, 
Ralph, our Governor, Glenn, our Governor-elect, that they might guide us to peace. Bring an 
end to war in places around the world.  
Wonderful Counselor, may your justice and righteousness be established on the earth.  
 
Mighty God, make your church one, in spirit and truth, strong with courage and rich with 
grace. We pray especially for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Susan, Jennifer and Porter, our 
Bishops; Fran, Natalie, Mollie, Walter, Joy, Mary, Nicole, our staff, and for the teachers at the 
Early Learning Center. We pray also for Ascension Church in Beraud, Haiti. Help us to tell the 
sweet, good news of your love in all we say and do, and especially as we reach toward each 
other.  
Mighty God, may your church be united in serving the world.  
 
Everlasting Father, help all who suffer to remember your love. Bring relief, and strength to 
endure, to those who are lonely and in pain. Stay near to those in prison. Help Susan, Andrei, 
Ethan, Emma, Johnny, Julie, David, Anne, Martha, Lucy, Kadri, Jim, Michelle, Madeleine, 
Eliana, Phyllis, Hilary, Frankie, Megan, Michael, Jack, Bonnie, Greet, Peter, Melissa, Olga, Scott, 
Amaya, Jen, Brendan, Barbara, and Josie, those with COVID-19, victims of the deadly 
Tornadoes, and those whom you would name [pause].  
Everlasting Father, may the day come soon when our tears are wiped away by your own hand.  
 
Jesus, whose birth we celebrate this night, bless those whose birthdays and anniversaries we 
will celebrate this coming week – Virginia Smith, and Amanda Miles as they celebrate their   
birthdays next week; for Kadri Kallikorm-Rhodes and Ed Rhodes celebrating their wedding 
anniversary next week. We give thanks for those in whose honor the Christmas flowers have 
been given, and those thanksgivings you would name silently or aloud, [pause].  We pray,  
Jesus, look with favor, on your servants as they celebrate.  
 
 

Shepherd of souls, you have promised to be with us in the valley of the shadow of death: 
with your loving presence comfort those who mourn and bring those who have died into 
the light of your presence. We remember especially those in whose memory the Christmas 
Flowers have been given. [pause] Lord, in our mercy,  
be with us now. 
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Prince of Peace, help us to bring an end to all poverty and racism, which keep your children 
hungry and powerless. Grant that your peace would rule in our hearts and in our lives.  
Prince of Peace, may you come soon to reign among us.  
 
Child of David’s throne, may all who live with you in glory help us, by their example and 
prayer, to find our way home. Give us, especially, the courage of Mary, and Joseph. Grant us 
the wonder of the shepherds and magi. Fill us with the songs of the angels.  
Son of David, make us one with all your saints who enjoy your presence day and night.  
 
Wondrous God, thank you for the miracle and grace of Christmas. May we be true, all the year 
long, to its call to believe the impossible and to make our humble humanity the place of your 
dwelling. Hear us we pray, and take to your heart all of our longing and thanks; through Jesus 
the Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Adapted from Liturgy for the Whole Church by Susan K. Bock, Church Publishing Inc., © 2008. Kindle Edition, by The Very Rev. Fran 
Gardner-Smith 
 

Together let us pray for St Thomas Church. 

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified, hear 
our prayer for St Thomas, build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life according 
to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one that together we may grow as a church 
in the spiritual strength of community and reach out to include all people in Christ’s love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Scan this QR code with your phone’s camera app to be taken directly                    
to the giving page on St. Thomas’ website. 

 

During this unprecedented time, giving is crucial to our health and viability.  
Please consider this a time of reflection and an opportunity to contribute to the ongoing ministries  

of St. Thomas Episcopal Church. Contributions can be mailed to the church office 
 (8991 Brook Road, McLean, VA 22102) or given online here.  Thank you! 

 

Offertory Sentence 

Walk in love, as Christ loves us, and gave himself an offering and a sacrifice to God. 

 

 

https://stthomasmcleanva.org/giving/donate
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Offertory Hymn                  In the bleak midwinter       The Blue Hymnal, #112, verses 1 & 2 

In the bleak midwinter,                                          Our God, heaven cannot hold him, 
frosty wind made moan,                                        nor earth sustain; 
earth stood hard as iron,                                       heaven and earth shall flee away 
water like a stone;                                                  when he comes to reign: 
snow had fallen, snow on snow,                          in the bleak midwinter 
snow on snow,                                                        a stable-place sufficed 
in the bleak midwinter,                                         the Lord God incarnate, 
long ago.                                                                  Jesus Christ. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,   
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Silent Night                The Blue Hymnal, #111 

You are invited to dim your lights and light a candle at home. 
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The Blessing  

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 
Amen. 
 
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, 
and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 
 
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you 
his peace and favor. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you forever. Amen. 
 
 
Closing Hymn  Hark the Herald Angels Sing                         The Blue Hymnal, #87, v.v. 1 & 2 
 
Hark! the herald angels sing    Christ, highest heaven adored;   
glory to the newborn King!    Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild,    late in time behold him come, 
God and sinners reconciled!    Offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,     Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
join the triumph of the skies;    hail the incarnate Deity. 
with the angelic host proclaim    Pleased as man with man to dwell; 
Christ is born in Bethlehem!    Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Refrain       Refrain 
Hark! the herald angels sing    Hark! the herald angels sing 
glory to the newborn King!    Glory to the newborn King! 
 

The Dismissal 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

JOIN US ON ZOOM FOR WORSHIP FOR ONE OR ALL OF OUR  
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

December 24 @ 9:00 PM – Christmas Worship. Join us for festive celebration of Christmas, 
with music. Rev. Fran will be the preacher. 

December 25 @ 10:00 AM – Contemplative Christmas Worship. Join us for a quieter 
celebration of Christmas, with no music. Rev. David will be the preacher. 

December 26 @ 10:00 AM — A Service of  Christmas Lessons and Carols.   

  

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP ZOOM LINK 
PLEASE  USE FOR ALL THREE SERVICES 

Topic: Christmas Worship at St. Thomas 

Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 856 9801 5934 

Passcode: 122521 

Dial by your location 

301 715 8592 

Meeting ID: 873 5035 3385 

Passcode: 122521 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/s/85698015934?pwd=d2pzS0Y5UkM1NDRjUndsOGtheWszdz09#success
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The Christmas Flower Decorations are Given to the Glory of God by: 
 

 

 

 

 

Laura Barlow 

In Loving Memory of Robert Barlow, and Elizabeth Shatto. 
 

  
 

Maggie Beatty and Family 

In Loving Memory of Al  Beatty. 

 

  

  

 Susan & Jack  Cowart 

In Loving Memory of our parents Kass & Bob Farr, and Jean & John Cowart, and 
Robert Cowart, brother of Jack. 

 

  
 

Revs. Fran Gardner-Smith & David Smith 
In Loving Memory of Frank & Barbara Gardner, and Judy Smith;  

In Thanksgiving for the staff at St. Thomas and the Early Learning Center. 
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The Christmas Flower Decorations are Given to the Glory of God by: 
 

 

 
 

Betsy & Peter Reddaway 

In Loving Memory of our parents. 
  

 
Thomas, Colin and Will Regan  

In Thanksgiving for their grandparents, Nancy and Bill Hightower. 
  

 
Berta & Wade Smith 

In Loving Memory of our son, Ward Willis; and 

In Thanksgiving for our granddaughter Reagan Smith. 
  

 
Pat & David Smith 

In Loving Memory of our mothers: Geraldine S. Smith and Janice H. Younger. 

  

 
Becky Ventorini 

In Thanksgiving for my family who makes me feel grateful everyday. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TWAST Taking a Break! 

“This Week at St. Thomas” will take this week off, to allow the staff time to celebrate 
Christmas with their families.  

The January Messenger will arrive in your emails towards the end of the first week in 
 January. 

 

 

 

Year-End Financial Planning  

As you embark on your year-end tax planning, I want to draw your attention to  some 
important information related to St. Thomas and year-end planning: 

Deadline for Cash Donations – Your cash/check donations must be 
 physically received at the church by December 31, 2021, or postmarked by the 31st, if you 
mail them.  No exceptions. 
 
E-giving - Giving credit will be recorded the date you enter your e-giving transaction and 
must be by December 31, 2021. 
 
Deadline for Stock Donations – Your stock should be in St. Thomas’ account at our brokers, 
Cetera, by December 31. We encourage you to transfer the stock immediately rather than 
towards the end of the month, as the transfer process can take more than a few days.   
If you still intend to donate securities, please do so as soon as possible, recognizing there 
are no guarantees it will be counted as a 2021 contribution. 

Thank you for your continued generous support of St. Thomas and its mission as we embark 
on our mission programs.  Don’t hesitate to contact our accountant, Mary Cyrus,  on 703-442-
0330 or at Accountant@stthomasmclean.org.  Or you can reach out to me when I return 
Sunday, December 19, on 703-338-0974 or at pysmith51@gmail.com 

Faithfully yours, Pat Smith, Treasurer 

 

  

 

mailto:Accountant@stthomasmclean.org
mailto:pysmith51@gmail.com
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ECW Next Hybrid Meeting – Sunday January 9, 2021 
Please make note of the new start time – 8:45 am 

All Women of St. Thomas are invited to join us for the next ECW Meeting on Sunday January 
9th at 8:30 a.m. (new start time!) in person and on Zoom. A Zoom link will be sent out closer 
to the date. 
 

 

 
 

Pies for Haiti & Afghan Refugees 

Pat Smith will make you either a 9-inch pie for $25 or three (3) small pies of the same kind for $30, 
the proceeds of which will go to assist Haiti in its recovery or 

for Afghan ally refugees settling in our area.  Popular fruit 
pies are apple, apple-cranberry (I have frozen fresh 

cranberries), apple-raspberry, raspberry or blackberry 
(when available), strawberry-rhubarb (I have frozen 

rhubarb), tart cherry, blueberry, and Harvest Moon Pie 
(apples, cranberries, dried apricots – sweet and tart).  

Custard pies are lemon meringue, coconut cream, banana cream, and chocolate pudding pie. 

Pat can make vegan fruit pies.  Either call Pat on 703-338-0974 or email her at  
pysmith51@gmail.com with a week’s notice.  Fruit pies can successfully be frozen to enjoy at a 
future date, but custard pies cannot be frozen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pysmith51@gmail.com
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Christmas 2021 & January 2022 Schedule 

 

Christmas Eve 

 Thursday, December 24th - Offices Closed 

Feast of the Incarnation with Christmas Pageant, Rite II @ 5:00 PM 

Feast of the Incarnation, Rite II @ 9:00 PM 
 

Christmas Day—Friday, December 25 

Feast of the Incarnation, Rite II @ 10:00 am 

Contemplative, with no music 
 

Sunday, December 26 

 Service of Lessons & Carols 
@ 10:00 am 

 
December 29 – January 3, 2022 

Offices closed  
 

Tuesday, January 4, 2022 
Regular Office Hour Resumes  

 

January 14 —4:30 pm 
Women Gathering Zoom Meetup 

 

Sunday, January 23 

Walter’s last day @ St. Thomas 
 

January 30 

 Parish Annual meeting following our 10:00 am service 
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A PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS CHURCH 

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified.  
Hear our prayer for St. Thomas: build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life according 
 to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one, that together we may grow as a church in 

the spiritual strength of community, and reach out to include all people in Christ’s love,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

MINISTERS 

The Baptized Faithful of St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Susan Goff, Ecclesiastical Authority, Suffragan Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Porter Taylor, Assisting Bishop 

The Very Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith, Rector   571-549-1458 - fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org 
Ms. Natalie Perl Regan, Pastoral Associate   202-617-9633 -  natalie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org 
 
THE VESTRY                   SHEPHERD AREA 
Becky Ventorini                        Senior Warden                          beckyventorini@gmail.com    703-288-3166 
Toby Bush                                 Junior Warden & Stewardship          tobygbush@hotmail.com        562-477-4956 
Hooman Mirzaei                                                 hoomir20@yahoo.com            703-388-8767 
Will Ferris                                                                    vox54@aol.com                     703-801-1256 
Kittie Ellis                                                               kellis1616@aol.com                480-330-0385 
Melinda Fairchild                                                                         meldavid7815@gmail.com       240-274-4741 
Bruce Allan                                                               bhallan46@gmail.com             703-624-9073 
Jeff Crigler                                                          jeffc@crigler.net                     703-650-8980 
Mary Lee Montfort                                                                           maryleemontfort@gmail.com     703-862-6096  

OTHER LEADERS 

David Alton Smith                 Register                                   dapy.smith@gmail.com           703-488-0442 
Pat Smith                                Treasurer                                 pysmith51@gmail.com            703-338-0974 
Steve Wickman                      Diocesan Delegate                   wickmansb@msn.com            571-393-8544 

STAFF 

Mollie Regan  Interim Family Minister  mollie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org 954-778-7252 
Mary Cyrus              Bookkeeper                           accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org   703-442-0330 
Walter Koehler           Minister of Music                 wallykoehler1@gmail.com            703-346-6972 
Nicole Warga              Cribbery Caregiver                 ncwarga00@hotmail.com                703-442-0330 
Joy Warburton            Parish Administrator             joy.warburton@stthomasmcleanva.org         703-442-0330  
 

mailto:fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org
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