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DECEMBER 2020    
  

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Greetings! By the time you read this the season of Advent will have begun. Advent marks the  
beginning of our new church year. And it is the four-week period of preparation, during which 
we wait to celebrate again the birth of the Christ Child – Emmanuel/God-With-Us who comes in-
to the world at Christmas. It might be helpful to think of Advent as similar to Lent. Lent prepares 
us for Easter – Advent prepares us for Christmas.  
 

Historically, Advent was as penitential as Lent and lasted just as long. Eventually the season was 
shortened to its current four weeks. Beginning in the 1960s, the theme of Advent turned from 
penitence to hopeful expectation.   

As with so many things, our Advent and Christmas celebrations will look different this year due 
to COVID. Thanks to the gift of technology, we’ll still be able to celebrate, even as we exercise 
caution to keep everyone safe. Your staff has been hard at work to make this year’s Advent and 
Christmas celebrations meaningful – even when we can’t be together in person. Read on for 
more information. 
 

ADVENT WORSHIP 

During the four weeks of Advent (November 29, December 6, December 13, December 20), we’ll 
worship in Zoom Church on Sunday mornings at 10 AM. One of the central traditions of Advent is 
the lighting of our Advent wreath with prayers. This year, we’ll live stream worship from the St. 
Thomas sanctuary. We’ve been given permission for one presider (Anne, Stacy, or me) to be in 
the sanctuary, along with one family or individual. Those folks will light the Advent wreath, read 
the lessons, and lead the prayers for our Sunday worship.  
 

ADVENT RETREAT 

Our summer seminarian Natalie will be back with us for an Advent retreat on Friday December 
4th and Saturday December 5th. “My Soul In Stillness Waits” will offer us a time to slow down as 
Advent begins. You can read all the details elsewhere in this newsletter and find our how to sign 
up. 

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS 
This year, Jan Grimes is spearheading the ECW St. Thomas Christmas ornament. She has de-
signed a cute 2020 themed ornament! They'll be available later in the month at church in a  
plastic bin near the front door if you'd like to stop by and pick one up. Watch This Week @ St. 
Thomas for more details. Thanks, Jan! 
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

We’ll have multiple opportunities to worship for Christmas. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                 Continued over 

From Our Rector      
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Deadline for the January Issue of 
the Messenger is December 15th!                                            

NOTE: Please let the Office know  

if your birthday or anniversary  

is missing from this list. 

St .  Thomas Episcopal  Church —   

Reaching out  to  inc lude a l l  people in  Chr is t ’s love !  

MINISTERS  
 

The Bapt ized Fai th fu l  of  St .  Thomas ’  Episcopal  Church  

The Most  Rev.  Michael  Curry,  Pres id ing B ishop  

The Rt .  Rev.  Susan Gof f ,  Eccles ias t ica l  Author i ty ,  Suf f ragan Bishop  

The Rt .  Rev.  Jenni fer  Brook -Davidson,  Assis tant  Bishop  

The Rt .  Rev.  Por ter  Taylor ,  Ass is t ing Bishop  
 

The Rev.  Fran Gardner -Smi th,  Rector  -   

f ran.gardnersmi th@st t thomasmcleanva.org  

The Rev.  Anne Turner ,  Assoc ia te  Rector ( for  Pastoral  Care)  -   

anne. turner@st thomasmcleanva.org  

 S tacy Car lson,  Seminar ian  -  

SCarlson@vts.edu                                                     

Vestry  Shepherd Area  Email  

Rick Mont for t  Senior  W arden,  Property  r ickmontfor t@out look.com  

Becky Ventor in i

  

Junior  Warden, Fel lowship  Ventor in iB@si .edu  

Cleta Raymond  Worship ,  Pastora l  Care  Cletaraymond@gmai l .com  

Scot t  Johnston   Educat ion,  Adminis t ra t ion & Bui ld ing use  S.s. johnston@gmai l .com  

Hooman Mirzae i    hoomir20@yahoo.com  

Wil l  Ferr is    Evangel ism  vox54@aol .com  

Toby Bush  Stewardship tobygbush@hotmai l .com  

Kittie Ellis Service/Outreach   kellis1616@aol.com 

Molly Regan St. Thomas Learning Center mollieregan@verizon.net 

   

Other Leaders    

David Smi th  Register   Dapy.smith@gmai l .com  

Pat Smith  Treasurer  pysmi th51@gmai l .com  

Steve Wickman  Diocesan Delegate  wickmansb@msn.com  

   

Staff    

Susan Al len  Fami ly Min is ter  susan.a l len@stthomasmcleanva.org  

Walter  Koehler  Minster of  Mus ic  wal lykoehler1@gmai l .com  

Joy Warburton  Par ish Admin is t ra tor  par ishadmin@st thomasmclean.org  

Mary Cyrus  Accountant         accountant@st thomasmclean.org  

Nicole Warga

  

Cribbery Caregiver  ncwarga00@hotmai l .com   

Audrey Adair, 12/2 
 

Walt Lazear, 12/2 
 

Sylvia Ghorbani, 12/4 
 

Danny Ghorbani, 12/8 
 

David Chapin, 12/11 
 

Anne Strahan, 12/13 
 

Michael Englehardt, 12/15 
 

Susan Gardiner, 12/16 
 

Emiko Gardiner, 12/17 
 

Aidan Kemp, 12/18 
 

Andrew Smith, 12/21 
 

Virginia Smith, 12/29 
 

Skye Janery-Barney, 12/29 
 

Amanda Miles, 12/31 
 

 
 

Happy Anniversary to: 

Betsy & Peter Reddaway         12/9         
 

Kadri Kallikorm-Rhodes & 

Ed Rhodes                                12/29 

mailto:fran.gardnersmith@sttthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:anne.turner@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:SCarlson@vts.edu
mailto:rickmontfort@outlook.com
mailto:VentoriniB@si.edu
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LIVE and IN-PERSON at 2 PM – We have planted a live Christmas tree at the front our property.  
It can be seen from Brook Road, Lewinsville Road, and Route 7. If COVID doesn’t spike too badly 
and we continue to have permission from Bishop Susan to 
gather outdoors, we’ll worship on Christmas Eve after-
noon at 2pm around our new live Christmas tree.  

FAMILY SERVICE at 5 PM – Ms. Susan is working with our 
children and youth to produce a pre-recorded Christmas 
pageant. It’s going to be great! We’ll worship on Zoom 
with carols, prayers, and our pageant. 

LATE SERVICE AT 9 PM – This will be our traditional ser-
vice with carol-singing, the Christmas  
lessons, and a sermon, this year on Zoom. 

CHRISTMAS DAY at 10 AM – This is one of our most contemplative services of the year. While we 
normally gather in the sanctuary, this year we’ll gather over Zoom. There’s no music at this  
service. 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS (12/27) – This is always our service of Christmas Lessons and 
Carols. Walter and I are working to make this more interactive and to change things up a little. 
Please join us on Zoom at 10 AM.  
 

I look forward to celebrating this holy season with you. 
 

Blessings, 
 

 

Fran 
 

PS. All our Christmas services (5 PM and 9 PM on Christmas Eve and 10 AM on Christmas Day) will 
use the same Zoom link. 
 

Topic: Christmas Worship at St. Thomas 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83213949155 
 

Meeting ID: 832 1394 9155 

Call In 

301 715 8592  

Meeting ID: 832 1394 9155 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83213949155


4 

Advent provides us with an opportunity to press pause and seek quiet, reflection, and connec-

tion while we await the coming of Jesus into these anxious, charged, and uncertain times.  

Advent is a season of waiting and longing - and this is a season we have been inhabiting for the 

last eight months in ways we have never experienced before. Waiting for the pandemic to end…

longing to see our friends and families in person…waiting for a vaccine…longing for racial recon-

ciliation…waiting for unity in our country…longing to worship together in our church…We long 

to be on the other side of the times we are in.  

And while we continue to wait, we contend with the noisy confusion of these unprecedented, 

emotionally charged times. So many messages swirl around us at every turn, messages that 

point us toward darkness instead of light, toward despair instead of hope.  

But our God is a God of light, a God of hope. And as we live into the season of Advent, we are in-

vited to engage with that light and hope. We are invited to make space for Jesus to be born in 

our hearts; we are invited to make straight our paths in preparation for Christ’s arrival. And one 

way to respond to these invitations is through stillness and prayer. As we hear in Marty Haugen’s 

song, “For you O Lord, my soul in stillness waits/ Truly, my hope is in you…” (Listen to the song  

here. )  

Join me for a virtual Advent retreat, December 4th and 5th, as we focus on practices to anchor us 

in this season of anticipation and hope. There will be time for individual and group prayer, indi-

vidual reflection, and group conversation over the two days. Each session will build upon the pre-

vious one.  

Preparation materials will be sent out ahead of time via email. All are welcome! Please sign up by 

Wednesday, December 2nd here.  Feel free to contact me with questions. I so look forward to be-

ing with the St. Thomas community again, and hold you all in prayer.  

Retreat Schedule 

Friday, December 4, 7:00 pm- 8:30 pm; optional compline at 9:00pm 

Saturday, December 5, 9:30 am – 12 noon.  

Peace, 

Natalie 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Retreat: My Soul in Stillness Waits 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MwVp4K9lAk%20%20%20%20%20%20%0d
mailto:Natalie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org
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From our Associate Rector for Pastoral Care 

Theologians will sometimes talk about the “already but not yet” of the Christian life.  It is a 
dynamic that is especially pronounced in Advent.  On the one hand, we know Jesus has al-
ready come and that the world is changed because of that.  On the other hand, we await the 
Jesus who is still to come.  And we believe that the world will be definitively changed when 
that happens. 

I feel as if we are especially living the “already but not yet” this year—and that the way we 
care for one another needs to respond to this reality. 

On the one hand, there is good news.  The past weeks have brought not one but three (as I 
write) promising vaccine trials.  It seems that we can hope for an end to this pandemic. 

On the other hand, we are suffering right now.  COVID cases are rising exponentially.  We all 
know that this Christmas will be different than any before it.  No one that I know quite wants 
to settle on plans yet, but it seems likely that many precious traditions and rituals will be 
changed. 
 

How, then, do we help one another move forward? 

The Pastoral Care Team has been talking about the need to check in with Saint Thomas broad-
ly—not just the people we know are sick, but with each one of our members.  There is no 
agenda to this check-in.  But we want to know how this community is faring, not in general 
but at a granular level. 

We’ve been talking a lot about the best way to do this.  Is a phone call personal or intrusive?   
Is a letter personal or slow?  We haven’t figured out the answer yet, but I’d be really glad to 
hear ideas or opinions. 

But however we connect: we want to be here for one another, not just in crisis but in this  
middle time—already, but not yet.  Waiting, but waiting with hope, and in solidarity with one 
another. 
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An Invitation to our Exodus Bible Study 
 
 

The Book of Exodus has enormous significance. It is foundational for:  

The Hebrew people as they come to know God as liberator, covenant maker and the One 
who dwells with them;  

The life of Jesus Christ who, like Moses, was born into a place of genocide, and like Israel, 
was a refugee in Egypt. As God, Jesus is liberator, and covenant maker who dwells with 
us;  

And us, teaching us to be committed to the vulnerable, stand against injustice, work to build 
community, engage in mission, and give ourselves to God in worship as God leads us to 
the Promised Land.  

 

The scholarship applied to Exodus in the last 20 years is amazing. We will be learning from many 
scholars including Jan Assmann, one of the world’s foremost Egyptologists, Jewish scholars Jon 
Levenson and Ronald Hendel, Christian scholars Carol Meyers, David M. Carr and Mark S. Smith, 
and archeologists William Dever and Israel Finkelstein.  

 

I invite you to join us for our Exodus Bible Study. I think you’ll be amazed. We’ll also be spending 
a little time in Genesis to help us see the remarkable continuity and stunning discontinuity be-
tween God’s covenant with Abraham (in Genesis) and God’s covenant with the nation of Israel 
(in Exodus). We’ll see that in the process of Election (God’s chosen people), God consistently 
privileges the outsiders and powerless and, in the Mosaic law, requires his people to do the 
same. 

 

You are invited to join us either on Monday evenings or Thursday mornings on the first and third 
weeks of each month from January through May. Mondays we’ll meet from 7:30 to 8:30 pm. 
Thursdays we’ll meet from 10:30 to 11:30 am. (Our Genesis Bible Study met on Wednesday eve-
nings but there are already too many conflicts on the calendar.) We’ll meet on Zoom. 

 

Our first meetings will be Monday, January 4 and Thursday, January 7. You are free to move 
back and forth from Mondays to Thursdays depending on your schedule. 

 

I will prepare a resource for each meeting and send it out a week before we meet.  

 

If you would like to join with us, simply let me know. Drop me an email at da-
vidsmith927@gmail.com. 

 

Rev. Dr. David Smith 

 

mailto:davidsmith927@gmail.com
mailto:davidsmith927@gmail.com
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  Sunday Monday Tuesday 

1 

10:30 AM—Virtual 

      Staff Meeting  

 5:00 pm—Chat with Fran 

Wednesday 

2 

 10:00 am—Chat with 

Joy 

Thursday 

3 

Friday 

4 

Advent Retreat 
7:00 pm—8:30 pm 

9:00 pm—Compline 

Saturday 

5 

Advent Retreat 

9:30am—12 Noon  

 

11:00 am— 

Richard Eimas funeral 

Via Zoom 

6 

10 AM—Zoom Virtual 

Worship  

10:00 am—Virtual 

Sunday School 

7      

  

 

8 

 

10:30 AM—Virtual 

      Staff Meeting  

 

 5:00 pm—Chat with Fran 

9 

 10:00 am—Chat with 

Joy 

 7:30pm—ECW Virtual 

Book Exchange 

 

10 

 1:00 pm—Chat with 

Anne 

11 

 

  

12 

 9 AM— Men Eating 

Breakfast 

13 

10 AM—Zoom Virtual 

Worship  

10:00 am—Virtual 

Sunday School 

14 

 

 

  

 

  

15 

 10:30 AM—Virtual 

      Staff Meeting  

12:00-6:00PM— Red Cross  

blood Drive 

 5:00 pm—Chat with Fran 
 

 

16 

 10:00 am—Chat with 

Joy 

17 

  

 1:00 pm—Chat with 

Anne 

18 

 

  

   

 

 

19 

 

20 

 

10 AM—Zoom Virtual 

Worship 

10:00 am—Virtual 

Sunday School 

 1:00 pm—SHARE 

Shuttle Groceries 

Pickup 

21 

  

 

  

 

22 

 

 10:30 AM—Virtual 

Staff Meeting  

 5:00 pm—Chat with Fran 

  

23 

  

24   CHRISTMAS EVE 

 2:00 pm—Outdoor in-

person worship   

5:00 pm—virtual 

Christmas Pageant 

9:00 pm—Virtual 

Christmas Eve Service 

 

  

25 CHRISTMAS 

DAY 

10:00am—Virtual 

Christmas day  

Service 

  

  

 

 

 

26 

  

27 

10 AM—VIRTUAL 

CHRISTMAS LESSONS & 

CAROLS 

10:00 am—Virtual 

Sunday School 

28 

 Joy on vacation 

  

  

29 

Joy on vacation 

  

  

 

 30 

Joy on vacation 

  

 

31 

 Joy on vacation 

  

JANUARY 1  

  New Year’s Day 

Office Closed 

  

2 

  

 

 3 

10 AM—Zoom Virtual 

Worship  

10:00 am—Virtual 

Sunday School 

 

4 

 

  

 

  

5 

10:30 AM—Virtual 

Staff Meeting  

 5:00 pm—Chat with Fran 

 6 

10:00 am—Chat with 

Joy 

 

  

7 

1:00 pm—Chat with 

Anne 

  

8 

 

  

9 
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All our Christmas services (5 PM and 9 PM on Christmas Eve and 10 AM on Christmas Day)  
will use the same Zoom link. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

5:00 pm—Christmas pageant. We’ll worship on Zoom with carols, prayers, and our pageant. 
 

9:00 pm—Traditional Christmas Eve service with carol-singing, the Christmas lessons, and a ser-
mon. 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

10-:00 am—This is one of our most contemplative services of the year. There’s no music at this 
service. 

 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS (12/27)  

10:00 am—This is always our service of Christmas Lessons and Carols. Walter and I are working to 
make this more interactive and to change things up a little. Please join us on Zoom at 10 AM.  
 

Topic: Christmas Worship at St. Thomas 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83213949155 
 

Meeting ID: 832 1394 9155 

Call In 

301 715 8592  

Meeting ID: 832 1394 9155 

 

 

 

 

Christmas worship @ St. Thomas 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83213949155
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT! 

Dear Friends, 
 

I have news this is simultaneously wonderful and sad to share about our Associate Rector,  

The Rev. Anne Turner. Anne has been called to be the next Rector at Grace Episcopal Church in 

Alexandria.  

This news is wonderful because Anne will be an amazing Rector. After 17 years of ordained minis-
try, it’s more than time! I have no doubt that Grace Church will thrive under Anne’s leadership. 
 

Of course, this news is also sad, because Anne has been a gift to us here at St. Thomas. Her lead-
ership in pastoral care has been a blessing. Each of her sermons feels like a gift she has lovingly 
prepared. I’ve so appreciated having her as a colleague (and I think I’m safe speaking for all the 
staff here). Her support of each one of us has made a huge difference in the more than two years 
she’s been on our staff. 
 

Anne’s last Sunday at St. Thomas will be January 3, 2021. We can’t celebrate in person, but we’ll 
find ways to honor Anne on Zoom and thank her for her ministry among us. In the meantime, 
read on below for some words from Anne about her new position and about serving at St. Thom-
as. 
Please keep Anne, the people of Grace Alexandria, and our community in your prayers. 
  
Blessings, 
Fran 

Dear Saint Thomas -- 
 

As Fran has shared, I have been called to be the next rector of Grace Episcopal Church in Alexan-
dria.  I am excited about this opportunity, and I feel called by God to this new endeavor.  Grace 
Church sits at the northern edge of Alexandria, where a range of economic and ethnic groups 
meet.  The parish is over 150 years old and worships in the Anglo-Catholic tradition, with chant 
and incense. 
 

This opportunity, however, comes with one huge loss: leaving you all. In my almost two and a half 
years at Saint Thomas, I have come to know and love this community.  This church is defined by 
hospitality, and you have welcomed me among you the way you welcome everyone: with ac-
ceptance, kindness, and deep love.  Even during this pandemic — especially during this pandem-
ic! — you have shown me how important connection is.  Fran and I often find ourselves talking 
about how wonderful the people of this church are and how grateful we are for you. 
 

My last Sunday at Saint Thomas will be January 3.  It saddens me that we will not be meeting in 
person—but knowing how adept Saint Thomas has become at Zoom worship, I know we will be 
able to say goodbye well.  I look forward to connecting with you on January 3 and in the days 
leading up to that time.  
 

And I look forward to carrying you forward in my heart as I go from this place.  You have blessed 
me richly, and I am deeply grateful. 
 
In Christ, 
Anne 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Il0pC1qsDlR9oL9B4vU1c31GqQBV1ny9GLhZCBaWYKNVsu4b_-DMUaiYn3oglcJNiQQJbn4NgHa4xXOE5i_QhCn1wSStWHPD9vgEK8IreVcKs6tgqDlmPlL-qdou6hgJu8sU8guSnME8TRzdpwLZ6A==&c=OU2I2ehmwWPla_Ftpc_y3q-jpLdqsVMByyFWBScVChQAEyZUdBxElw==&ch=ccUISaU0EVWzf
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Dear friends, 

Christmas is just around the corner.  We are planning our annual Christmas Pageant for to be 
Zoomed on Christmas Eve.  We are working with an Illustrated Ministry Virtual Christmas Pag-
eant entitled DO NOT BE AFRAID.  It is delightful and I am deep into trying to figure out exactly 
how to make this happen.  Have faith I know we can do this! 
 
I have had some good responses from some of our Sunday School students about participating.  
If your child is interested and you have not been in touch with me, please email me –  
susan.allen@stthomasmcleanva.org and I will add you in to my email list.  We will work on this 
during Sunday school time on Sundays, Nov 22, Dec 6, 13, 20 - from 10 am until 10:40 am. 
 
I miss all of you and look forward to a time when we can be together again. That being said I am 
very excited about our Zoom Pageant and hope lots of our kiddos will want to be a part of it! 
 
Love, blessings, and peace, 
Susan 
 

 
 

 

 

This year’s Christmas Party and Book Exchange will have a new twist.  

Although we cannot gather in person for dinner, we will gather on Zoom at 7:30pm on Dec. 

9.  We will join for fellowship, an electronic book exchange and share reviews of books we have 

read. 
 

We will submit book titles that will be electronically wrapped and we will continue our tradition 

of unwrapping and swapping books until all the books are unwrapped and the swapping is com-

plete. It will be fun to continue our tradition although with a new twist.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris Forward at 703-963-6585 or  

christine.m.forward@gmail. 

 

FAMILY MINISTRY 

ECW BOOK EXCHANGE 

mailto:susan.allen@stthomasmcleanva.org
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Men, Men, Men, Men, Men… 

We continue to commiserate and solve the world’s woes at our MEB Virtual Breakfast. Our next meeting 

is on  Saturday December 12 at 9am. Come anyway you want, we do not care if you are dressed up or still 

in your PJs. Bring your own libation (or two) as well as any tasty snacks or breakfast you want to have. 

We will keep the ZOOM call to an hour so that you can get back to whatever chores you have been avoid-

ing. We only ask that you bring a tale or two from the last couple of weeks to share with the group! 

We hope each and everyone is doing well during this time. Please feel free to reach out to anyone else in 

the group if you need to talk, hear a friendly voice, run an errand, or do some shopping.  We wish you all 

the best, 

Fred and Scott 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: MEB Virtual Happy Hour 

Time: December 12, 2020 9:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

 Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82238400205 

Meeting ID: 822 3840 0205 

Dial by your location 

301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

Meeting ID: 822 3840 0205 

Men Eating Breakfast 

With Appreciation 

Thank you to all of the cookers, donors and casserole makers!  Over the past three months, 
the St Thomas community has provided forty-four (44) dinners (most of which were suffi-
ciently abundant for two or three days of meals) and three gift certificates to six families in 
our congregation.   Your meals offered parishioners nourishment for body and soul.   
If you would like to become a part of this pastoral care activity, contact Louise Armitage 
at Louise1775@gmail.com  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82238400205
mailto:Louise1775@gmail.com
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This year - when the need is so great – you can take advantage of extra tax benefits for your 

charitable giving.  You can deduct more than usual, regardless whether you take the standard 

deduction or itemize deductions. 

Standard Deduction – You can reduce your Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) by up to $300 for 

cash donations to qualified charitable organizations, even though you’re not itemizing 

your deductions; 

Itemized Deductions – You can deduct up to 100% of your AGI for cash donations to qualified 

charitable organizations.  Usually there’s a limit of 60% for cash donations.  Donations of 

non-cash items or appreciated securities continue to have lower limits.   

For more information about tax strategies and charitable giving, this article in U.S News and 

World Report may be of interest to you:  https://money.usnews.com/money/personal-

finance/taxes/articles/new-rules-for-charitable-giving .  Authoritative information about 

limits should be obtained from the IRS website. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Please help the ECW raise money for the St. Thomas Early Learning Center this year by donating to 
the Empty Table Bake Sale!! And this year, you have nothing to bake and nothing to buy..........just a 
straight donation either via the St. Thomas Giving Page (please look for the special ECW Empty Bake 
Sale Donation icon at the top of the page!!) or by sending a check to the Church office (made out to 
the St. Thomas ECW). 
 

Click here for more details:  http://evite.me/VBQPqxfkHM 
 

Your generosity is so very much appreciated! 
 

 

 

 

 

For 73 families assisted by Second Story’s community support program due 

to your generosity in providing Thanksgiving bags.  We far exceeded previ-

ous years’ average of 50 bags with the 73 bags we provided this year.  You 

continue to prove that St. Thomas parishioners are a caring community.  

Thank you! 

 

 

Thanksgiving Was BeTTer … 

2020 is The Year To give … To all ChariTies! 

ECW Empty Bake Sale 

https://money.usnews.com/money/personal-finance/taxes/articles/new-rules-for-charitable-giving
https://money.usnews.com/money/personal-finance/taxes/articles/new-rules-for-charitable-giving
http://evite.me/VBQPqxfkHM
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T h e  M e s s e n g e r  

 

A PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS 
 

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your 

Church is governed and sanctified. Hear our prayer for 

St. Thomas’: build in us a renewed vision of your 

Church; shape our life according to your will; empower 

us with the gifts to make us one, that together we may 

grow as a church in the spiritual strength of community, 

and reach out to include all people in Christ’s love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
8991 Brook Rd 

 McLean, VA 22102 

703.442.0330 

Pastoral Care (571)549-1458 

www.stthomasmcleanva.org 

 

 
SUNDAYS—Join us for Zoom Church on Sunday at 10 am. We begin with a social time at 9:50 and there’s 
even a “coffee hour” following. 
 

You can download the bulletin sent weekly by How To Worship @ St. Thomas. The order of worship  will 
also be projected into the Zoom service. 
 

To Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/717394017 
Meeting ID: 717 394 017 
Please note that we  are using the Waiting Room feature. When you join the meeting, you’ll see a white screen  welcoming you to the Wait-

ing Room. A host will admit you within a few minutes. 

Call in from a phone:   +1 301 715 8592 US 
 
AT YOUR OWN PACE 
If you prefer to worship at your own pace and time, you can find a simplified service on our web-
site https://stthomasmcleanva.org/worship/worship-at-home . A recording of the sermon is uploaded a  
by the end of Saturday for you to be able to listen to from the sermon page https://
stthomasmcleanva.org/worship/sermons . 
 
 

THE NATIONAL CATHEDRAL 

The Washington National Cathedral is broadcasting worship several times a day and on Sundays at 11:15. 
You can find more information here - https://cathedral.org/worship/ . 

Various Ways of  Experiencing Worship during this Time   

TEMPORARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 SUNDAYS  

10:00 AM   ON  ZOOM 

Please note that we are using the Waiting Room feature. 

When you join the meeting, you’ll see a white screen welcom-

ing you to the Waiting Room. A host will admit you within a 

few minutes. 

  
 

JOIN   US  ON  ZOOM  

https://zoom.us/j/717394017 

Meeting ID: 717 394 017 

Call in from a phone: - +1 301 715 8592 US 
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