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JANUARY ISSUE, 2019 

Messenger 
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
ON  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 2019 

Worship as one congregation at  

 9:00 AM 

Annual Meeting following at 10:00 AM 

No 5:00 PM or 8:00 am Service. 
 

Ministry Leaders, please submit your written reports to Joy 
( joy.warburton@stthomasmcleanva.org) 

by Thursday, January 10, 2019 

 

All parish potluck brunch to follow in Hudson Hall  
at 11:00 AM. 

  

**Childcare provided for all ages. 
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SEPTEMBER 

 

David Fairchild, 1/1  

Eliza Young, 1/3  

Berta Smith, 1/4  

Pat Smith, 1/8  

Maggie Beatty, 1/11  

Thomas Armitage, 1/13  

Tanya Coogan, 1/15  

Bruce Allan, 1/17  

Gavin ten Siethoff, 1/19  

Jeff Ryder, 1/24  

Paul Ryder, 1/26  

  

Deadline for the 
February Issue of 
the Messenger:                                            
Tuesday, January 
15, 2019 

Happy Anniversary 

to all who is celebrat-

ing an anniversary! 

  

NOTE: Please let the Office know if your  

birthday or anniversary is missing from this list. 

In This Issue 
 

Rector’s Letter …...…………………………………………3&4  

Stewardship Update …………………………………………..4 

Associate for Pastoral Care...…………………………………..5 

Christmas Pageant….……………………………………….6 &7  

Financial Update ...…………………………….……………..8 

Calendar….………………………………………………….9 

ECW……...…………………………...………………10 & 11 

Stewardship Update…….…………..………………………….11 

Adult Study ………………………………………………….12 

  

 

The Feast of the Epiphany 

Sunday, January 6, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested 

your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, 

who know you now by faith, to your presence, 

where we may see your glory face to face; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

now and for ever. Amen.  
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From the Rector’s Desk... 
 

 

 

When I first became a member of a Protestant Church, I joined the UCC (United Church of Christ). I 
experienced many instances of being taken by surprise in those first few years. I encountered new tradi-
tions and ideas that were utterly foreign to me given my Roman Catholic upbringing. And, I must say, the 
things I encountered were, on the whole, good and enriching.  

One of those new traditions was the “Annual Parish Meeting.” At first, I was mystified. What was this thing 
and why did it matter? But the more annual meetings I attended, the more I began to appreciate them. 
Certainly, holding an Annual Parish Meeting ticks a legal box. It’s something we are supposed to do as a 
non-profit organization. However, an Annual Parish Meeting so much more than a legal obligation.  

I believe that an Annual Parish meeting serves four strategic purposes: to communicate, acknowledge, cel-
ebrate, and thank. Each Annual Parish Meeting allows us to: 

Communicate with one another about what’s happening in our congregation. We do that through the 
printed Annual Meeting Report. And we do it through the reports that are offered by the Rector, 
Staff, Wardens, and Treasurer at the meeting. 

Acknowledge the year that has just ended. What were its high points? Its low points? What did we ac-
complish? Where did we fall short? Who were we as a parish during the last year? 

Celebrate who we are as a congregation. We can celebrate those accomplishments of which we are 
most proud.  

Give thanks. We can thank those Vestry members whose terms of service are coming to an end. (This 
year, that’s Mary Knight, Jenn Lamanna, and Louise Armitage.) We can thank other leaders in our 
congregation for their service. We can thank God for all the blessings and challenges the past year 
has brought to us. Now, that last part might sound strange. But one of the thanksgivings in our 
prayer book reads, “We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to 
acknowledge our dependence on you alone.” Every year has its highs and lows, and acknowledging 
both is healthy. 

This year, we are beginning some new practices around our Annual Parish Meeting.  

A Standard Annual Date:  Every year, our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on the last Sunday in 
January. This year, that is Sunday January 27, 2019. 

A Single Worship Service: On the weekend of our Annual Meeting, there will be only one service. 
That way, all of members – those who regularly worship at 5pm on Saturday, 8am on Sunday, and 
10am on Sunday can all be together and all hear what’s happening in our congregation together. 

That one service will be at 9:00 AM. I know that’s a bit earlier than we are used to! But, this 
worship time means two things. First, everybody comes to church at a different time – not 
just the 5 o’clockers and the 8 o’clockers! And, even more importantly, it means that we 
finish up at the same time we would finish if we started at 10. We worship from 9-10, have 
the Annual Meeting from 10-11, and then join together with a potluck brunch at 11. 
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Rector’s Note Continues 

 

Childcare: Childcare will be provided for children of all ages in our Cribbery from 8:45-11:00. 
Ms. Nicole already has the date on her calendar and is prepared to work with all our children 
that day.  

Vestry Election: Vestry members will be elected at the Annual Meeting. In this way, all members 
of St. Thomas, not just those who worship at 10 o’clock, are part of the decision-making in our 
congregation. 

I hope you will join us for this (and future) Annual Parish Meetings. I have a few fun surprises up my 
sleeve for how we will communicate, acknowledge, celebrate, and thank. You don’t want to miss it! 

Again, that’s Sunday January 27, 2019. Worship at 9:00 AM. Annual Parish Meeting at 
10:00 AM. All parish potluck brunch to follow in Hudson Hall at 11:00 AM. 

Blessings, 

 
 

Rev. Fran 

                STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

Thank you to all of you that pledged to St. Thomas during the 2019 

Pledge Campaign. We have so far received 77 pledges totaling 

385,900.000 (as of December 31st). We are so grateful for all of your 

support!   

We are very close to meeting our goal of 79 pledgers. We hope that if you haven’t already pledged that 

you will consider joining us for 2019! 

Parishioners that pledge are the foundation of our church community. St. Thomas is financially 

independent; we raise about 80% of our income through pledges. If you have not yet taken the oppor-

tunity to pledge to St. Thomas, there is still time. All pledges to St. Thomas are important and valued. 

Please consider making a commitment to our church.   

 

With love and gratitude for your presence among us at St. Thomas’ 

The Stewardship Committee, 

Toby Bush (tobygbush@hotmail.com), Melinda Fairchild (meldavid7815@gmail.com),  

Jean Kemp (kempsol@verizon.net), Cleta Raymond (cletaraymond@gmail.com) &  

Steve Wickman (wickmansb@msn.com) 

mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:kempsol@verizon.net
mailto:wickmansb@msn.com
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Mitzi Wilson 
A Note from Maggie Beatty 

 

Maggie Beatty noticed that she had not received a Christmas card from former parishioner Mitzi Wilson. 
A little internet sleuthing revealed that Mitzi died June 1, 2018 in Charlotte, NC. Maggie asked me to 
share this news with St. Thomas, writing, “Mitzi and Pat Wilson were members of St. Thomas for many 
years until Pat's death.  Mitzi was very active in ECW, and Pat was on the Vestry.  Pat's ashes are in our 
garden.” Perhaps Mitzi's will be, too, as her obituary mentions burial in McLean, VA. Maggie remembers 
Mitzi fondly from her time at St. Thomas. “Mitzi was head of the Altar Guild – and taught Maggie how to 
iron the altar linens.” Maggie believes that Mitzi was President of ECW at one time.  

  
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our sister Mitzi. We thank you for giving her 
to us, her family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your bound-
less compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet 
confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have 
gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Book of Common Prayer, 493). 

 
As the Associate for Pastoral Care, I of course provide pastoral care to members of the congregation—to 
parishioners in the hospital, or homebound, or in crisis.  Fran and I both undertake this ministry as part 
of our work as clergy. 

Pastoral care, however, is not ony the work of the clergy.  It is the work of all the baptized of the church.  
In the baptismal covenant, we are asked, “Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your 
neighbor as yourself?”  And we respond, “I will, with God’s help.”  That service to one another takes 
many different forms.  We engage in care for one another informally all the time—asking after 
someone’s heath during coffee hour, giving an extra hug to someone who is sad at the passing of the 
peace. 

But as a church, we also have a more formal Pastoral Care Ministry.  I recently met with Susan Gardiner, 
the vestry representative for pastoral care, to talk about that ministry.  She was clear that she wanted to 
include the whole of the parish in pastoral care, rather than making it the particular area of concern for a 
few people.  Her intention reflects the understanding that care for one another is not an optional activi-
ty, but a baptismal obligation. 

Susan and I are working to establish a system that will allow the congregation to be notified of needs as 
they arise and to respond to those needs appropriately.  In the coming months, look for more infor-
mation as we are able to get that system up and running. 

 

In the meantime, continue to love and pray and care for one another.  It is God’s work for us all. 
 

A Happy and Blessed 2019 to you and your Family, 
 

Anne+ 

Mitzi’s sister is:   Mrs. Carolyn Dellinger, 426 Blairmore Dr. Charlotte, NC 28211-4141, if anyone               
       would like to drop her a note.  
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A big thank you to our phenomenal cast of our 2018 Christmas Pageant!! 

Much appreciation goes to Susan Allen, our Family Minster,  

and volunteers for pulling this together! 
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Parish Financial Report 
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Office Closed 

2 3 

 

7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 

4 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 5 

  

 

5PM—   

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE 

II 

6 

 

8 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10 AM— 

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10 AM—  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

11:40 AM—  

Confirmation Class 

7:00 PM— 

Endowment Committee 

7 

 

1:00 PM  

ANN NEWLAND 

  

8 

 

1:00 PM  

STAFF MEETING 

9 

 

 

7:00 PM— 

WELCOMING  

COMMITTEE 

10 

 

10:30 AM-12 NOON 

Revelation Bible 

Study, Parlor 

7:30 PM  

CHOIR REHEARSAL    

ANNUAL MEETING 

REPORT DEADLINE 

11 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

  

12 

7:45 AM— 

MEN EATING BREAK-

FAST 

 

5PM—   

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE 

II 
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8 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II, 

8:50 AM— ECW Meeting 

10 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10 AM— 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

11:40 AM-- 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC  

PROGRAM 

11:40 AM— OUTREACH MTG 

14 

 

1:00 PM  

ANN NEWLAND 

15 

 

1:00 PM  

STAFF MEETING 

 

 

MESSENGER  

SUBMISSION  

DEADLINE 

16 

 

  

 

 

7:30 PM—  

    ECW BOOK GROUP 

17 

 

7:30 PM—  

  CHOIR REHEARSAL    

18 

 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

  

19 

 

  

 

5PM—   

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE 

II 

20 
 

8 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II, 

10 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10 AM— 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

11:40 AM—  

Confirmation Class 

21  MLK DAY 

 

1:00 PM  

ANN NEWLAND 

2:00 PM—  

WORSHIP @ 

LARMAX HOMES  

 

22 

 

1:00 PM  

STAFF MEETING 

23 

 

7:00 PM—Revelation 

Bible Study 

 

 

  

  24 

10:00 AM—ALTAR 

GUILD TEA 

7:30 PM—  

  CHOIR REHEARSAL    

25 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

 

26 

 

NO 5:00 PM SERVICE 

TODAY 

  

27 

 

NO 8:00 AM SERVICE TODAY 

 

9:00 AM  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

  

10:00 AM 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

  

11:15 AM—  

BRUNCH, HH 

28 

 

1:00 PM  

ANN NEWLAND 

7:00 PM— 

VESTRY MEETING 

29 

  

1:00 PM  

STAFF MEETING 

 

 

30 

 

31 

 

 

7:30 PM— CHOIR  

REHEARSAL    

 

 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 
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The Episcopal Church Women: January 2019 Messenger 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Annual ECW December Fundraiser:  
On Sunday, December 9th, the ECW held its annual “Treats & Treasures” sale to raise funds for 
Inreach and Outreach projects. We are happy to report, we had one of the most successful sales to 
date and would like to thank of all those parishioners who donated items from their households 
and the bakers who provided a bounty of baked goods that surpassed any offering that has been 
showcased in the past! Without the generosity of the congregation who purchased these items, we 
would not have been able to raise over $2,100 for our much needed charities and causes within 
our community. 
 

   

 

    

 

Book Group News:  

On December 12, the ladies of the St. Thomas Book Group gathered to celebrate another year of good 
books and great friendships at the Red Galanga Restaurant in Vienna. This was a new location for the end 
of year dinner & book exchange and the dinner was sold out! 

                                                                                                          (ECW Continued over) 
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Looking toward 2019, don’t forget to place the following dates on your calendar for the balance of the 
2018-2019 Book Group season. If you have any questions, please contact Jane Pacelli at (703) 256-7834 
or patchwork1@verizon.net. 

January 16, 2019:  Discussion of “Born a Crime” by Trevor Noah. 

February 20, 2019:  Discussion of “Being Mortal” by Atul Gawande. 

March 20, 2019:  Discussion of “Little Fires Everywhere” by Celeste Ng. 

April 17, 2019:  Discussion of “The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas.  

 

ECW Christmas Ornament:  

In celebration of Reverend Fran’s ministry that came to at St. Thomas in 2018, the Christmas tree in the 
Narthex was beautifully decorated with ornaments created by the ECW that featured a silver cross and a 
favorite poem of Fran’s. Each family attending Christmas Eve services was invited to take home an orna-
ment to remember our parish's celebration of Christ's birth.   

 

Our next ECW meeting:  

Please mark your calendar for Sunday, January 13th for the next ECW meeting which will be held at 8:50 
am in Hudson Hall.   
 

Finally, I am happy to announce that Nici Bush was nominated and after a unanimous vote has graciously 
accepted the position of ECW President for the 2019 calendar year. She will join Treasurer Kathleen 
Leach, Secretary Barbara Wicks, and UTO Representative Kadri Kallikorm-Rhodes as the 2019 Officers 
of the St. Thomas ECW. Nici will officially be installed in January. It has been a privilege and pleasure 
serving as President for the past five years and the friendships I have forged will be everlasting.  
  

With kindest regards, joy, and blessings,  

Becky Ventorini, ECW President  

 

“In everything, love simplicity.”   

~ Saint Francis de Sales 

mailto:patchwork1@verizon.net
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 8991 Brook Rd 

 McLean, VA 22102 

703.442.0330 

Pastoral Care (571)549-1458 

www.stthomasmcleanva.org 

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SATURDAYS 

5:00 PM — HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

SUNDAYS 

8:00 AM — HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10:00 AM — HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

Nursery care available on Sundays from 10:00 am—12:00 pm 

T h e  M e s s e n g e r  

PROGRAM  OFFERINGS  

1st & 3rd Sundays 

11:40 AM — Confirmation Class through May 

2019 for 7th Graders & up. 

2nd & 4th Sundays 

11:40 AM — Music Program for  3rd Graders & up.                        

Adult Study 

 

Revelation Book Club Daytime Group Begins! 
 

The Revelation Book Club Evening Group is off to a great start. The Daytime Group will 
have its first meeting on Thursday, January 10 from 10:30 to noon in the Parlor at 
St. Thomas. If you’d like to join us, just let me know! 

 

The Book of Revelation teaches the church how we are to interact with empire. It’s a great 
opportunity to do Bible study more in depth and decipher a truly great book of the Bible. 
At your convenience read what I have posted on the Revelation Bible Club section of our 
church website and you’ll be ready to go! 

 

David Smith 

davidsmith927@gmail.com 

 

 


