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JANUARY 2022 

 

 Dear Friends, 
 

On Sunday January 23rd (the 4th Sunday in January) we’ll be celebrating Walter Koehler on his last Sunday 
as our Minister of Music. It’s not clear to me how this current COVID surge will affect those plans, but I 
hope you will join us for whatever we are able do to, as we give thanks to Walter for his 22.5 years of min-
istry with us, and to wish Walter and Becky well as they move to Richmond. 
 

Walter’s farewell means that our Annual Parish Meeting will be pushed back one week to January 30th 
(the 5th Sunday in January). Because of ongoing COVID concerns (and the need to start planning now), 
the Vestry and I have decided that we will worship on Zoom (using our usual Sunday AM Zoom link) at 10 
AM, and our Annual Parish Meeting will follow immediately after. 
 

The good news is that we’ve adapted to Zoom! We’ve had multiple congregational meetings and congre-
gational conversations using the Zoom format – and we know how to do them well!  

 

I find Annual Parish Meetings deeply satisfying. I value the chance to look over the past year, in order to 
make note of high points and low points. I appreciate the unexpected surprises that each year brings. I 
can take note of the moments of loss and grief. And I am grateful to see what lessons I’ve learned over 
the course of the year.  

 

2021 was our second year of COVID. We saw adaptations to our worship life, multiple times! We contin-
ued gathering on Zoom. Some groups met in person for a while. And we accomplished three major goals: 
Selling some property to VDOT, upgrading our sanctuary, to allow for fully hybrid worship and opening 
our new preschool, the Early Learning Center. All during the ongoing pandemic! We’ll celebrate these 
things, and more, at our Annual Parish Meeting.  

 
I’m delighted to announce that we already have a full slate of Vestry nominations. Jan Grimes, Steven 
Miles, and Janette Thode have all agreed to accept nominations to the Vestry this year. Look for an email 
with photos and brief bios to arrive in your inbox soon.  
 

As I remind us each year, there are four important elements in every Annual Parish Meeting. They are 
Communication, Acknowledgement, Celebration, and Gratitude. What will that look like in 2022, looking 
back on 2021?  
 

Since we haven’t been able to fully gather as a whole congregation since March 2020 (some folks have 
understandably felt safer at home), COMMUNICATION is more important than ever! Much has happened 
in the last year – and there is more that we are anticipating in 2022. The Vestry has spent this year plan-
ning for the future, and we’d like to share some thoughts about where we think the congregation is 
heading for your feedback. At the Annual Parish Meeting, your staff and Vestry will do our best to COM-
MUNICATE these things with you.  
 

                                                                                                       Continued on page 3 

From the Rector’s Desk . . .  
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Deadline for the February Issue of 
the Messenger is January 15th!                                            

NOTE: Please let the Office know  

if your birthday or anniversary  

is missing from this list. 

St.  Thomas Episcopal  Church—   

Reach ing out  to inc lude a l l  peop le  in  Chr is t ’s  love !  

MINISTERS  
 

The Bapt ized Fai thfu l  of  St .  Thomas ’  Episcopal  Church  

The Most  Rev.  Michael  Curry ,  Pres iding Bishop  

The Rt .  Rev.  Susan Gof f ,  Eccles iast ical  Author i ty ,  Suf fragan Bishop  

The Rt .  Rev.  Jenn i fer Brook -Davidson,  Ass is tant  Bishop  

The Rt .  Rev.  Porter Tay lor,  Ass is t ing Bishop  
 

The Rev.  Fran Gardner -Smith,  Rector -   

f ran.gardnersmith@st t thomasmcleanva.org  

Natal ie Per l  Regan,  Pastora l  Assoc iate -  

natal ie. regan@stthomasmcleanva.org  

 

David Fairchild, 1/1 
 

Eliza Young, 1/3 
 

Berta Smith, 1/4 
 

Pat Smith, 1/8 
 

Maggie Beatty, 1/11 
 

Thomas Armitage, 1/13 
 

Tanya Coogan, 1/15 
 

Bruce Allan, 1/17 
 

Gavin ten Siethoff, 1/19 
 

Jeff Ryder, 1/24 
 

Paul Ryder, 1/26 
 

Jillian Thode, 1/27 
 

Adrienne Long, 1/27 
 

Catherine Long, 1/27 
 

Happy Anniversary to: 

Mahshid Beitollahisefidi &  

Hooman Mirzaei                           1/14                    

Vestry  Shepherd Area  Email  

Becky Vento r in i  Senior  W arden   beckyventorini@gmail.com 

Toby Bush Junior  W arden & Stewardship  tobygbush@hotmai l .com  

Hooman Mi rzaei    hoomir20@yahoo.com  

Wil l  Ferr is     vox54@aol .com  

Kittie Ellis  kellis1616@aol.com 

Bruce Allan  bhallan46@gmail.com  

Jeff Crigler  jeffc@crigler.net 

MaryLee Montfort  maryleemontfort@gmail.com  

Melinda Fairchild  meldavid7815@gmail.com 

   

Other Leaders    

David  Smith  Regis ter   Dapy.sm ith@gmai l .com  

Pat  Smi th  Treasurer  pysmi th51@gmai l .com  

Steve W ickman  Diocesan Delegate  wickmansb@msn.com  

   

Staff    

Mol l ie  Regan  In ter im  Fami ly Min is ter  mol l ie . regan@st thomasmcleanva.org  

W alter  Koehler  Mins ter  of  Mus ic  wal lykoeh ler1@gmai l .com  

Joy W arburton  Parish Admin is t rator  par ishadmin@stthomasmclean.org  

Mary Cyrus  Accountant         accountant@stthomasmclean.org  

Nico le W arga

  

Cr ibbery Careg iver  ncwarga00@hotmai l .com   

mailto:fran.gardnersmith@sttthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:natalie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:rickmontfort@outlook.com
mailto:beckyventorini@gmail.com
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:cletaraymond@gmail.com
mailto:hoomir20@yahoo.com
mailto:s.s.johnston@gmail.com
mailto:vox54@aol.com
mailto:Kellis1616@aol.com
mailto:bhallan46@gmail.com
mailto:jeffc@crigler.net
mailto:maryleemontfort@gmail.com
mailto:%20meldavid7815@gmail.com
mailto:dapy.smith@gmail.com
mailto:pysmith51@gmail.com
mailto:wickmansb@msn.com
mailto:mollie.regan@stthomasmcleanva.org
mailto:wallykoehler1@gmail.com
mailto:parishadmin@stthomasmclean.org
mailto:accountant@stthomasmclean.org
mailto:ncwarga00@hotmail.com
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Every year, we must ACKNOWLEDGE all that the year has brought in the life of our congregation. What 
went well – and what didn’t? What were the high points? The low points? We sure aren’t where I thought 
we’d be at this time last year, in terms of the pandemic, but I am grateful for all that has been. So, let’s 
name the joys and challenges of 2021, as we begin 2022.  

 

We adapted well to the ongoing pandemic in 2021. And there were certainly challenges, also. I believe 
that there is much to CELEBRATE. And there is so much to feel GRATEFUL about. We’ll celebrate the suc-
cesses and give thanks for the people and events that have made our second COVID year one with mo-
ments of joy. I’m particularly grateful for Will Ferris, Hooman Mirzei, and Becky Ventorini, who’ll be end-
ing their Vestry terms this year. Each of them has brought their gifts and talents to the Vestry and they 
will be missed. Becky earns special mention for serving as Junior Warden and then Senior Warden.  

 

We will also award the St. Thomas Cross again this year. This award is given to a parishioner who has, over 
many years, strengthened the common life of our congregation in many different ways. It’s one more way 
that we will Acknowledge, Celebrate, and Give Thanks.   

 

I hope you will join us for this special Sunday. Again, that’s Sunday January 30, 2022. Worship at 10:00 
AM. Annual Parish Meeting immediately following worship. Please join us!  

 

Blessings, 

 
 

Fran 
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Greetings, Friends, and Happy New Year! While this is not the start to the new year we have been hoping 

for, it is still an opportunity to take a moment to reflect, and bless what has been, and what will be. And 

so, as we find ourselves a week already into the new year, perhaps with resolutions either not made (me 

for sure), or broken, or going strong, I offer you this blessing, by one of my favorite authors, John 

O’Donohue.  
 

                                                     A Blessing for the New Year (Bennacht) 

On the day when 

The weight deadens 

On your shoulders 

And you stumble, 

May the clay dance 

To balance you. 

And when your eyes 

Freeze behind 

The grey window 

And the ghost of loss 

Gets in to you, 

May a flock of colours, 

Indigo, red, green, 

And azure blue, 

Come to awaken in you 

A meadow of delight. 

 

No matter what comes, may you know of God’s grace and blessing in all areas of your life. And speaking 

of all those areas, if you find yourself or another in need of support, feel free to contact us here at St. 

Thomas. You are not alone. We are here to help the “…slow/Wind work these words/Of love around 

you…” You are loved. May you know this deeply this year, and every year.  

 

Blessings and grace, 

Natalie  

 

A Blessing for the New Year  

When the canvas frays 

In the currach of thought 

And a stain of ocean 

Blackens beneath you, 

May there come across the waters 

A path of yellow moonlight 

To bring you safely home. 

May the nourishment of the earth be yours, 

May the clarity of light be yours, 

May the fluency of the ocean be yours, 

May the protection of the ancestors be yours. 

And so may a slow 

Wind work these words 

Of love around you, 

An invisible cloak 

To mind your life. 
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SUNDAY               Monday 

 

             Tuesday 

 

 

       Wednesday 

 

  

 

       Thursday 

 

        Friday 

 

  

1      Saturday 

 

  

2  

10 AM— Virtual  

Worship, Rite II 

 

3 OFFICE CLOSED 4 
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1:30 pm—Afghan 

Support Team 

7 
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7:30 am—MEB   

In Person @ The 

Virginian 

9:00 AM— Men 

Eating Breakfast on 

Zoom 

 

  

9    

 

8:45 AM—ECW Virtual 

Meeting 

10 AM— Virtual  

Worship, Rite II 

 

10 

 

10:00 AM—Virtual 

Staff Meeting   

7:30 pm—Vestry/

Choir Meeting 

11 

 

   

 

 

12 

 

 

 

  

 

13 

  

 

 4:30 PM—Women 

Gathering   

14     

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

16 

10 AM— Virtual  

Worship, Rite II 

 

17 

10:00 am—virtual  

Staff Meeting   

7:30 pm—God’s 

Transforming Gift 

Bible Study 

  

18 

  

 

  

 

19   

 

 

7:30 pm—ECW Book 

Group 

  

 

20    

10:30 am—God’s 

Transforming Gift 

Bible Study 

21     

   

 

  

  

22      

  

  

 

23    Walter's Last Day 

10 AM— Virtual  

Worship, Rite II 

  

24 

 

 

  

25 

 

 

 

26 27 28 29 

30 

10 AM— Virtual  

Worship, Rite II 

11:00 am —  Virtual 

Annual Meeting 

31 

10:00 am—virtual  

Staff Meeting   

7:00 Pm —Virtual 

Vestry Meeting 
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Paul tells an astonishing story. It’s a story about meeting Jesus Christ. In Jesus’s actions and words, Paul 

discovers God’s life transforming gift. It is the gift God gives through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. 

What’s astonishing is that the One born in a manger, who grew up in poverty, was crucified like a criminal 

and then resurrected, created a gift that saves our lives and the world. As John M. G. Barclay writes, this 

gift of grace “is unconditioned. It does not depend on human accounts of worth but gives worth—the 

only worth that counts—the worth of being loved by God.” 

 

As we study Paul’s letters in the coming weeks, we will hear Paul describe that gift. We’ll learn the impli-
cations of that gift for our lives individually, corporately in the Church, and for the world. I have been 
amazed, perhaps you will be too, at how much of Paul life-giving teaching applies to life in the highly 
competitive, status fixated Roman Empire also applies to our lives today. 

 

Our study will meet every other week. The week before our time together, I will send out a resource I 
have written on our topic. Our group meetings are not exams. My goal each time we meet is to welcome 
where we are and discover how we can support and encourage one another in our faith.  

 

On the weeks we meet, you are invited to choose to come either Monday evening or Thursday morning. 
Our first meetings will be Monday, January 17 and Thursday, January 20. Our last will be May 16 and 19. 
We will meet on Zoom. Here are the times: 

Monday Evenings 7:30 to 8:30 pm 

Thursday Mornings 10:30 to 11:30 am 

 

If you would like to join us, sign up with me davidsmith927@gmail.com. I am excited about what we’ll 
be learning together, namely, the Good News and how we live that Good News in our broken 
world.  

 

Rev. Dr. David Smith 

 

 

God’s TransforminG GifT: a sTudy of Paul’s leTTers 

mailto:davidsmith927@gmail.com
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Join Men Eating Breakfast this Week!  

January 8 @ 7:45 am at The Virginian in Vienna for those who wish to gather in person. 

January 8 @ 9:00 am for those who prefer Zoom. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82238400205 

Meeting ID: 822 3840 0205 

Dial by your location 

301 715 8592  

Meeting ID: 822 3840 0205 

 

 

 

 

Please make note of the new start time – 8:45 am 

All Women of St. Thomas are invited to join us for the next ECW Meeting on Sunday 

January 9th at 8:45 a.m. (new start time!) on Zoom.   

Here is the Zoom link for the ECW meeting for January 9th. 
 
 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: ECW Meeting 
Time: Jan 9, 2022 08:45 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86357523674?pwd=eGxvbWNhdVFoQVA5SDVnTkppdUlOQT09 

 
Meeting ID: 863 5752 3674 
Passcode: 750420 

Men Eating Breakfast 

ECW Next Virtual Meeting – Sunday January 9, 2021 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82238400205
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86357523674?pwd=eGxvbWNhdVFoQVA5SDVnTkppdUlOQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86357523674?pwd=eGxvbWNhdVFoQVA5SDVnTkppdUlOQT09
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The next Women Gathering Zoom meetup is Thursday, January 13th, from 4:30-5:15 pm.   
We will be looking at the lives of two women in the Bible--Deborah and Rahab. Fran will lead the discus-
sion based on the book Bible Women: All Their Words and Why They Matter by Lindsey Freeman. To pur-
chase it, click HERE.   
 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church invites you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87242612804?pwd=SXNCKytJVEpSM2VvUC9RditsTjNRZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 872 4261 2804    

Passcode: 201069 

Celebrating Walter’s Last Day  

as our Minister of Music 
 

Sunday, January 23, 2022 

Virtual Worship  
At 10:00 AM 

 

No 8:00 AM Service 

Women Gathering Zoom Meetup 

https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Women-Their-Words-Matter/dp/0880283912/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Bible+Women%3A+All+their+words+and+why+they+matter&qid=1631224305&s=books&sr=1-1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87242612804?pwd=SXNCKytJVEpSM2VvUC9RditsTjNRZz09
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Dear Friends, 
 
Please join David and me for a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land in March of 2023. It's an amazing experience 
to walk the land that Jesus walked and to see the sights that feature in so many of our sacred stories. As 
many of you know, David and I first met on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. We are eager to return there 
with you. 
 
We are working with a company called Faith Journeys. They worked with David and me to shape our tour 
to visit exactly the sights we thought were most important to see. 
 
Here are a few of the highlights of our tour: 

We'll start in Bethlehem, where we will visit the Shepherd's Fields and Church of the Nativity. 

We'll have lunch at Bethlehem University, where we will have an opportunity to meet with stu-
dents of all faiths in the tourism program to hear how they are working together so that 
they can welcome visitors of all faiths to this sacred land. 

We'll spend multiple days seeing the sights close to Nazareth, including Jacob's Well, the 
Church of the Transfiguration, the Church of the Annunciation, and a boat ride on the Sea of 
Galilee. 

We'll renew our Baptismal vows in the Jordan River - and we'll visit the famous spot on the 
beach where, after the Resurrection, Jesus cooked breakfast for his disciples. This should be 
of particular interest to our Men Eating Breakfast! 

We'll make our way to Jerusalem and spend time exploring the holiest sights, including The 
Temple Mount and Dome of the Rock, the Garden of Gethsemane, and the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher (the Church of the Resurrection). We'll have a pre-breakfast walk on the Via 
Dolorosa (the original stations of the cross). And we'll have plenty of time to explore the 
Old City of Jerusalem. 
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Faith Journeys is finalizing our brochure, descriptions and the web portal that will allow each of us to sign 
up for the tour. As soon as the web portal is ready for us, I will send another announcement and a link. 
However, I know that some of you are already making your travel plans for 2023, and I wanted to get 
these dates to you as soon as possible. 
 
The cost of the trip is very affordable. Our minimum is 20 people, and with that, the trip will cost $4095. 
The cost goes down as we add additional travelers. This figure includes air travel, all lodging, all entrance 
fees, daily breakfasts and dinners, and tips for the driver and tour guide. Your only additional costs will be 
daily lunches and any souvenirs you wish to purchase. 
 
Please reach out if you have any questions. I hope you will join us! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Fran and David 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Just for the month of January, though Share is well-stocked in most items, they are mostly in need of 
Vegetable Oil and Laundry Detergent.  Please drop the items off in the Narthex. 

During the month of February when other items will be needed,  we will share the list with you. Thank 
you for your generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

Share Needs for January 
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T h e  M e s s e n g e r  

 

A PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS 
 

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your 

Church is governed and sanctified. Hear our prayer 

for St. Thomas’: build in us a renewed vision of your 

Church; shape our life according to your will; empower 

us with the gifts to make us one, that together we may 

grow as a church in the spiritual strength of community, 

and reach out to include all people in Christ’s love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
8991 Brook Rd 

 McLean, VA 22102 

703.442.0330 

Pastoral Care (571)549-1458 

www.stthomasmcleanva.org 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

For now 

10am Virtual Worship Via Zoom 

Please note that we are using the Waiting Room feature.  

A host will admit you within a few minutes 

  

JOIN   US  ON  ZOOM  

https://zoom.us/j/717394017 

Meeting ID: 717 394 017 

Call in from a phone: - +1 301 715 8592   

PARISH ANNUAL MEETING  

 

 

 

Mark your Calendars! 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
IS ON  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 2021 

Zoom worship at  

 10:00 AM 

Virtual Parish Annual Meeting following  immediately after. 

No 8:00 am Service. 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eEqJP1oc0MqhoLfwTOuTTH2LtLPfzJfLV_sOJlScS7wl4LhvdhAL6L0wUjL_yz8yvKdG8ODeMC06V_jVmcgdjgLAlOyxTjJ5p-eTQAdDRuj5ekfIAP23XXhJba7sUAEE2wYcZTdU-KwdDpKjdAPdpw==&c=&ch=

