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JANUARY ISSUE, 2020 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
ON  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2020 

Worship as one congregation at  

 9:00 AM 

Annual Meeting following at 10:00 AM 

No 5:00 PM or 8:00 am Service. 
 

Ministry Leaders, please submit your written reports to Joy 
( joy.warburton@stthomasmcleanva.org) 

 

All parish potluck brunch to follow in Hudson Hall  
at 11:00 AM. 

  

**Childcare provided for all ages. 
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St.  Thomas Episcopal  Church —   

Reach ing out  to inc lude a l l  peop le  in  Chr is t ’s  love !  

MINISTERS  

The Bapt ized Fai thfu l  of  St .  Thomas ’  Episcopal  Church  

The Most  Rev.  Michael  Curry ,  Pres iding Bishop  

The Rt .  Rev.  Susan Gof f ,  Eccles iast ical  Author i ty ,  Suf fragan Bishop  

The Rt .  Rev.  Jenn i fer Brook -Davidson,  Ass is tant  Bishop  

The Rt .  Rev.  Robert  Ih lof f ,  Bishop Assoc iate  

   

The Rev.  Fran Gardner -Smith,  Rector -  

f ran.gardnersmith@st t thomasmcleanva.org  

The Rev.  Anne Turner,  Associate Rector ( fo r Pastoral  Care)  -   

anne. turner@st thomasmcleanva.org  

Liz DeNauw, Seminar ian—edenauw@vts.edu  

Vestry  Shepherd Area  Email  

Chuck Grimes  Senior  W arden  Chuck.Grimes@out look .com  

Rick  Mont fort   Jun ior W arden, Proper ty  r i ckmont for t@out look .com  

W il l  Fer r i s  Evangel i sm  vox54@aol .com  

Susan Gardiner   Pastora l  Care  smgard iner@cox.net  

Scot t  Johnston  Bui lding Use  S.s. johns ton@gmai l .com  

Hooman Mi rzae i   Administ ra t ion  hoomi r20@yahoo.com  

Lynne Montgomery  Outreach   lkmontgomery@gmai l .com  

Cleta  Raymond  Stewardship   Cletaraymond@gmai l .com  

Becky Ventor in i   Educat ion  Ventor iniB@si .edu  

   

Other Leaders    

Jud i  Alexander  Regis ter   j a lexander21@cox.net  

Pat  Smi th  Treasurer  pysmi th51@gmai l .com  

Steve W ickman  Diocesan Delegate  wickmansb@msn.com  

   

Staff    

Susan Al len  Fami ly Min is ter  susan.a l len@st thomasmcleanva.org  

W alter  Koehler  Mins ter  of  Mus ic  wal lykoeh ler1@gmai l .com  

Joy W arburton  Parish Admin is t rator  par ishadmin@stthomasmclean.org  

Mary Cyrus  Accountant         accountant@stthomasmclean.org  

Nico le W arga   Cr ibbery Careg iver  ncwarga00@hotmai l .com   

MESSENGER 

 

 

Articles for the February Issue  

of the Messenger are due by 

 January 15th!                                            

 David Fairchild, 1/1  

Eliza Young, 1/3  

Berta Smith, 1/4  

Pat Smith, 1/8  

Maggie Beatty, 1/11  

Thomas Armitage, 1/13  

Tanya Coogan, 1/15  

Bruce Allan, 1/17  

Gavin ten Siethoff, 1/19  

Jeff Ryder, 1/24  

Paul Ryder, 1/26  

  

Happy Anniversary to all who are 

celebrating an anniversary! 

 

Mahshid Beitollahisefidi &  

Hooman Mirzaei                           1/14                     

 

 

NOTE: Please let the Office know if your  

birthday or anniversary is missing from this list. 
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For the past five years, I’ve kept a journal of one kind or another. And, I’ve used that journal to make per-
sonal goals for the year – and to track my progress on those goals. My last action in the journal, at the 
conclusion of the year, is to summarize the year. In 2019 my goals included finding a spiritual director 
(check), reading 50 books (surpassed – at 93!), and losing weight in order to be healthier (with mixed  
results – I didn’t lose as much as I’d hoped, but I kept off what I did lose, so I’m calling that a win!).  

I think it’s that same habit that makes me appreciate the Annual Parish Meeting. The act of preparing for 
the annual meeting allows each ministry leader to look back on the year. What were our goals? Did we ac-
complish them? What were our challenges? How did we cope with them? And, in this process, we can 
both look back and look ahead. Where are we going? How are we going to get there?  

All of this happens in four strategic ways: communication, acknowledgement, celebration, and gratitude: 
 
Communication. Our Annual Parish Meeting gives us a method for communicating with one another 
           about what’s happening at St. Thomas. There’s the printed Annual Meeting Report, 
           filled with information about our various ministries. Plus, our staff each offers a brief 
           verbal report at the meeting itself.   

Acknowledgement. Our Annual Parish Meeting functions just like my journal. It’s a chance to  
       acknowledge all that the past year has brought to us. What were its high points? Its 
       low points?  What did we accomplish? Where did we fall short? Who were we as a 
       parish during the last year? 

Celebration. Our Annual Parish Meeting gives us the chance to celebrate who we are as a congregation.        
              2019 has been a good year at St. Thomas – and it will be a joy to celebrate all that has  
                        happened here.                                   
                                                                                                                                             Continued on page 4 
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The Season of Epiphany 

O God, by the leading of a star 

you manifested your  

only Son to the peoples of the 

earth: Lead us, who know you 

now by faith, to your presence, 

where we may see your glory 

face to face; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for  

ever. Amen.  

From the Rector’s Desk... 
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Rector’s Note Continues 

Gratitude. Our Annual Parish Meeting will be filled with gratitude. We will thank those Vestry members 
 whose terms of service are coming to an end (this year, that’s Susan Gardiner, Chuck Grimes, and 
 Lynne Montgomery). We will thank other leaders in our congregation for their service. And, we  
 can thank God for all that we have experienced in 2019 as a congregation. 

 

Last year, we began some new practices for St. Thomas – and we will continue them this year and into the 
future.  

A Standard Date: Every year, our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on the last Sunday in January. 
This year, that is Sunday January 26, 2020. 

A Single Worship Service: On the weekend of our Annual Meeting, there will be only one service. 
That way, all of members – those who regularly worship at 5pm on Saturday, 8am on Sunday, and 
10am on Sunday can all be together and all hear what’s happening in our congregation together. 

That one service will be at 9:00 AM. I know that’s a bit earlier than we are used to! But, this 
worship time means two things. First, everybody comes to church at a different time – not 
just the 5 o’clockers and the 8 o’clockers! And, even more importantly, it means that we 
finish up at the same time we would finish if we started at 10. We worship from 9-10, have 
the Annual Meeting from 10-11, and then join together with a potluck brunch at 11. 

Childcare: Childcare will be provided for children of all ages in our Cribbery from 8:45-11:00. Ms. 
Nicole already has the date on her calendar and is prepared to work with all our children that day.  

Vestry Election: Vestry members will be elected at the Annual Meeting. In this way, all members of St. 
Thomas, not just those who worship at 10 o’clock, are part of the decision-making in our congre-
gation. 

 

Last year, we also started a new tradition – awarding The St. Thomas Cross. This award is given to a  
parishioner who has, over many years, strengthened the common life of our congregation in many differ-
ent ways. It’s one more way that we will Acknowledge, Celebrate, and Give Thanks.   

 

Again, that’s Sunday January 26, 2020. Worship at 9:00 AM. Annual Parish Meeting at 10:00 AM. All par-
ish potluck brunch to follow in Hudson Hall at 11:oo AM. Please join us!  

 

Blessings, 

 

 
Fran 
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As I look to the new year, one of the questions I’d like to think more about is how we use technology in 
pastoral care. 

At first blush, the two things do not seem to have much in common.  Pastoral care is relational and in-
carnational.  It’s something that should be personal and in-person.  There’s no substitute for having 
someone sit next to your hospital bed.  Technology, on the other hand, tends to be impersonal and utili-
tarian. 

Recently, however, I’ve been thinking more about the ways through which technology allows us to con-
nect.  As you may know, my doctoral program is almost entirely on-line, and I have been surprised by the 
relationships that can be forged over a computer screen.  More importantly, I’ve become aware of how it 
makes connections that would otherwise be impossible. 

Both Rev. Fran (who is very tech savvy) and I find ourselves increasingly relying on technology.  We get 
news from Facebook.  As more and more people use their phones, we find ourselves keeping up with 
parishioners by inobtrusive texts.   

And so I have been wondering if there are other ways we could incorporate technology into how we care 
for one another.  Last year, we tried the on-line pastoral care sign up, which has allowed us to share 
needs more broadly among the whole community.  Are there other possibilities?  How could a prayer 
ministry be revived?  For example, we already share our sermons on the web; what are the possibilities 
for using those sermons in LEV visits? 

I’m interested in your reactions—both the fears that this might kick up and the excitement that this can 
generate.  I hope we can explore the possibilities together. 
 

A Happy and Blessed 2020 to you and your Family, 
 

Anne+ 

Women Eating Supper (WES) 
 

Would you like to join us for supper? 

WES meets on Tuesday, January 14, 6:30 pm 
@  

Café Deluxe in Tysons— 
1800 International Drive, McLean. 

 

Please let the office know if you’re  

Interested in carpooling. 

Men Eating Breakfast (MEB) 
 

Help solve the world’s problems while  

     enjoying breakfast, and bond with  

                 the men of St. Thomas!  

Join the MEB tomorrow morning, (Saturday, 

1/10), 7:45 am @ the Virginian Restaurant— 

169 Glyndon SE, Vienna. 

Questions? Please contact Scott Johnston,  

S . s . j o h n s t o n @ g m a i l . c o m .  
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T h e  M e s s e n g e r  

Final Weekly Update from the 2020 Pledge Campaign 

 

Thank you to everybody who has committed to support St. Thomas in 

2020 by making a pledge. 

 

We're delighted to announce that as of  Wednesday, January 8th we have 

82 pledges (12 new).  Each pledge is represented by a BLUE circle on the poster in the Narthex.  

We have not yet reached our goal of 86 pledges. Can you help us reach our target of 86 pledgers? 

 

We are extremely close to reaching our campaign goal of $410,000. As of Wednesday January 8th, we 

have secured pledges totaling $408,235!!! 

 

It's never too late to pledge! Please pick up a pledge card in the Narthex or make a pledge online after 

you log in to the church database Log-in: https://stthom.churchofficechms.com/user/login.  We hope 

that you will be able to join us and pledge to support St. Thomas. 

 

For more information about pledging please visit the St. Thomas website at stewardship: https://

stthomasmcleanva.org/giving/stewardship. 

 

Thank you for your support of St. Thomas. 

 

Melinda Fairchild                                                                    Jean Kemp           

meldavid7815@gmail.com                                                                    kempsol@verizon.net  

 

Cleta Raymond                                                                                  Steven Wickman                   

cletaraymond@gmail.com                                                               wickmansb@msn.com                          

Toby Bush 

tobygbush@hotmail.com  

https://stthom.churchofficechms.com/user/login
https://stthomasmcleanva.org/giving/stewardship
https://stthomasmcleanva.org/giving/stewardship
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What’s Next in Christian Formation for Adults? 
 

Our two Bible Book Club Study Groups finished their study of the book of Revelation which began last 

January! After taking a break this winter, David will spend the spring and summer creating the content 

for a course that will help us all to better understand the arc of the biblical narrative. How do the stories 

from Genesis to Revelation fit together? Can we put this story into our own words? What does this story 

mean for our lives today. That course will begin in September 2020. 

In the meantime, we’ll continue offering programs for adult Christian Formation on Tuesday evenings 

and Thursday mornings. 

Beginning on Tuesday January 14 at 7pm, Fran will teach a course examining Christian theological con-

cepts based on the book God and Harry Potter at Yale, by Danielle Elizabeth Tumminio. As you know, 

Fran was a book seller for many years and loves the Harry Potter series! Tumminio’s book uses the Harry 

Potter series to help explain a variety of Christian theological concepts. It won’t be necessary to purchase 

Tumminio’s book. And you can understand the content of the course if you haven’t read Harry Potter – 

though if you are looking for an entertaining read between now and mid-January, you might consider div-

ing in. Fran taught this course a number of years ago and folks found it accessible and helpful in develop-

ing a deeper understanding of core Christian theological beliefs 

Beginning on Thursday January 16 at 10:30, Fran and David will co-lead a morning Bible study class, us-

ing the books Matthew for Everyone (volumes 1 and 2), by NT Wright. The season of Advent begins a 

new church year, and we start a new cycle of the Lectionary, Year A. Matthew is the main Gospel for Year 

A. We’ll be hearing Matthew read and preached in worship all year, so this seemed like a fruitful topic to 

continue our Bible study. Wright is one of the foremost biblical scholars in the world today and is the for-

mer Bishop of Durham in the Church of England. In Matthew for Everyone, he has written his own trans-

lation of the Matthew and provided accessible, contemporary commentary for laypersons.      

Please consider joining us for one or all of these classes! 

Revs. Fran and David  

Adult Study 
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A big thank you to our phenomenal cast of the 2019 Christmas Pageant and Chimes!! 

Much appreciation goes to Susan Allen, our Family Minster,  
and volunteers for pulling this together! 
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1 2 

 

7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 

3 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

4 

  

 

5PM—   

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE 

II 

5 

 

8 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10 AM— 

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10 AM—  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

11:30 AM—  

Voice for life choir 

4:30 PM— 

Chili Cook off with Epiphany 

Eve Service 

6 
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1:00 PM  

STAFF MEETING 

7:00 PM  

God & harry potter 

@ yale (Parlor) 

8 

 

 

9 

 

 

7:30 PM  

CHOIR REHEARSAL    

 

10 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE 

FOR 

ANNUAL MEETING 

REPORTS  

OFFICE CLOSED 

  

11 

7:45 AM— 

MEN EATING  

BREAKFAST 

 

5PM—   

EVENING PRAYER, RITE 

II 

 

  

12 

 

8 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II, 

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10 AM— 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

11:30 AM-- 

CHILDREN’S HAND CHIMES 

  

13 

 

  

14 

 

1:00 PM  

STAFF MEETING 

6:30 PM 

WOMEN EATING 

SUPPER  

 

7:30 PM  

God & harry potter 

@ yale (Parlor) 

 

15 

 

 7:30 PM—  

    ECW BOOK GROUP 

@ Berta smith’s 

 

MESSENGER  

SUBMISSION  

DEADLINE 

16 

10:30 am 

Matthew for 

everyone (P) 

7:30 PM—  

  CHOIR REHEARSAL    

17 

 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

  

18 

 

  

 

5PM—   

Evening Prayer, RITE II 

19 
 

8 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II, 

10 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10 AM— 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

11:30 AM—  

voice for life choir 

20  MLK DAY 

 

   Office Closed 
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1:00 PM  

STAFF MEETING 

7:00 PM  

God & harry potter 

@ yale (Parlor) 

22 

 

 

 

  

  23 

 

10:30 am 

Matthew for 

everyone (P) 

7:30 PM—  

  CHOIR REHEARSAL    

24 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

 

25 

 

NO 5:00 PM SERVICE 

TODAY 

  

26 

 

NO 8:00 AM SERVICE TODAY 

 

9:00 AM  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

  

10:00 AM 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

  

11:15 AM—  

BRUNCH, HH 

27 

 

  

7:00 PM— 

VESTRY MEETING  

28 

 

1:00 PM  

STAFF MEETING 

7:00 PM  

God & harry potter 

@ yale (Parlor) 

 

 

29 

 

30 

 

10:30 am 

Matthew for 

everyone (P) 

7:30 PM— CHOIR  

REHEARSAL    

31 

 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

 

 

 FEBRUARY 1 

 

5PM—   

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE 

II 
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Diocesan Visioning Tour 2020 

A year ago, we gathered as people of the Diocese of Virginia in a series of Listening Sessions. We prayed, sang, talked and 
listened to one another in hope and trust.  In the time since then, the ministry needs cited by those who participated coa-
lesced into four areas about which Bishop Goff spoke in her Pastoral Address to Diocesan Convention.  

 The Four Ministry Areas 

1. Healing across differences and including all, particularly in the face of the sin of racism that infects our souls as a na-
tion and as a Church, and with regard to the full inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons in every aspect and on all levels of  
diocesan life. 

2. Strengthening our financial health in order to resource the mission to which God has called us. 

3. Sharing the faith of Jesus with youth and others in such ways that they will hear a message of hope in a difficult and 

challenging world, and so that we all will take part in God´s work of transforming the world.  

Honoring and caring for God´s creation, particularly in this era when changes in weather patterns threaten vulnerable 

human communities as well as vulnerable non-human species. 

We invite you to be a part of crafting and articulating our diocesan vision and priorities for these four areas of our life. 

Those who attend a Visioning Session (dates below) will be invited to choose one of the four areas for small group work.  

A trained facilitator will lead each group to help ensure that everyone has a chance to speak and that all engage in active 

listening to one another and to the Spirit. 

Small Group Discussion  

The questions in each small group will be: 

• What do you think is God's vision for this area of ministry in the Diocese of Virginia? 

How might you imagine our working together on this? For example, what is your congregation doing/passionate about in 

this area? How can that action/passion be a part of our wider work? What do you need from others to live more fully into 

this ministry? 

Participants may have thoughts to share in more than one of these areas. They'll be invited to write those thoughts, sug-

gestions and questions on a response sheet. Additional thoughts may be written and sent to vision@thediocese.net. 

We are a large diocesan family made up of interwoven congregations and communities, all bound together by God's love. 

We look forward to seeing what the Holy Spirit is up to in us through these sessions. 

Visioning Tour Dates and Locations 

 

Wednesday, January 15, 6:30 p.m.  Christ Church, Glen Allen 

Thursday, January 16, 3:30 p.m.  Christchurch School, Christchurch 

Thursday, January 23, 7:00 p.m.  Aquia Church, Stafford 

Thursday, January 30, 6:30 p.m.  St. Paul's, Ivy 

Saturday, February 8, 1:00 p.m.  Calvary, Front Royal 

Saturday, February 15, 1:30 p.m.  Good Shepherd, Burke 

Saturday, February 29, 10:00 a.m. St. Peter's, Arlington  

mailto:vision@thediocese.net
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The Episcopal Church Women: January 2019 Messenger 
 

The Annual ECW December Fundraiser:  
On Sunday, December 8th, the ECW held its annual “Treats & Treasures” sale to raise funds 
for Inreach and Outreach projects. We are happy to report, we had one of the most suc-
cessful sales to date and would like to thank of all those parishioners who donated items from their 
households and the bakers who provided a bounty of baked goods that surpassed any offering that has 
been showcased in the past! Without the generosity of the congregation who purchased these items, we 
would not have been able to raise over $3,322.65 for Second Story and these proceeds were matched by a 
generous donor making the total donated to Second Story $6,645.00. 
 

Book Group News 

On December 11, the ladies of the St. Thomas Book Group gathered to celebrate another year of good 
books and great friendships at the Red Galanga Restaurant in Vienna. This was a new location for the end 
of year dinner & book exchange and the dinner was sold out! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Next ECW Meeting—This Sunday, January 12 @ 
8:45am in Hudson Hall. 

 

Next Book Group Meets on Wednesday, January 15                                                                               

ECW Book Group will meet at 7:30 pm this Wednesday January 15 at Berta Smith’s home—8010 Bir-
nam Wood Drive, McLean.  Alison Pruit will lead us in a discussion of "Pride and Prejudice" If you have 
any questions, please contact Jane Pacelli at  703-256-7834 or patchwork1@verizon.net. 

 

    

mailto:patchwork1@verizon.net
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