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The first Sunday of Advent, which we will celebrate this weekend (December 1-2), marks the start of a new 
church year. While we tend to think of time outside of church as linear, moving in a straight line from the past, 
through the present, into the future, it’s most helpful to think of church time as circular or cyclical. The graphic 
above illustrates this circular concept best. To mark our church year, we begin at what would be 12 o’clock, and 
move clockwise around the circle – from Advent, to Christmas to Epiphany, etc.  

 

Each season of the church year has its own character and its own central themes. What connects them all is 
light. This image of light comes from John’s Gospel, where John describes Jesus as the Light of the World.  

 

Since Advent marks the start of our new church year, this seems like a great time to look a little more closely at 
the whole of the church year. 

In Advent, the themes are hope and anticipation. We wait in hopeful anticipation for the coming of the Light 
into the world. During the Christmas season, we celebrate the arrival of the Light. The prevailing theme at 
Christmas is joy – joy at the arrival of the Light. Then, in the season of Epiphany, we mark the beginning of the 
spread of the Light out into the world. During Epiphany, the primary theme is evangelism – spreading the good 
news of the Light that has come. Some calendars even call these three seasons together “The Christmas Cycle.” 
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Audrey Adair, 12/2  

Walt Lazear, 12/2  

Sylvia Ghorbani, 12/4  

Danny Ghorbani, 12/8  

David Chapin, 12/11  

Anne Starhan, 12/13  

Michael Englehardt, 12/15  

Susan Gardiner, 12/16  

Emiko Gardiner, 12/17  

Aidan Kemp, 12/18  

Andrew Smith, 12/21  

Virginia Smith, 12/29  

Skye Janery-Barney, 12/29  

Amanda Miles, 12/31  

Deadline for the 
January Issue of 
the Messenger:                                            
December 15, 2018 

Happy Anniversary 

to… 
Betsy & Peter Reddaway         12/9 

Kadri Kallikorm-Rhodes & 

               Ed Rhodes                 12/29 
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

IS ON  
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 2019 

Worship as one congregation at  

 9:00 AM 

Annual Meeting following at 10:00 AM 

No 5:00 PM or 8:00 am Service. 
 

Ministry Leaders, please submit your written  
reports to Joy 

( joy.warburton@stthomasmcleanva.org) 
by Thursday, January 10, 2019 

 **Childcare provided for all ages. 
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Everything changes during the season of Lent. Lent is a penitential season. It’s a time for us to stop and 
go inward, reflecting on our own lives and on the things that separate us from the Light. Lent offers a 
chance to go deeper in our own spiritual practices, as we repent (turn back towards the Light) and renew 
our relationship with God.  

 

Holy Week is marked during the week before Easter. It’s a truly sacred time in our church calendar. 
Through our worship on Palm Sunday we experience the totality of the story of Jesus’ Passion and Death. 
On Maundy Thursday, we remember the events of the Last Supper. Then, on Good Friday, we remember 
the events of the crucifixion. Good Friday is the one day in the church year when, by custom, the Eucha-
rist is not celebrated, as we wait with Jesus in the tomb. 

 

Like many Christian churches, the Episcopal Church has a tradition of holding an Easter Vigil. It harkens 
back to the earliest days of the church. Converts would be baptized at sunrise on Easter Sunday, and dur-
ing the night before Easter, they would retell the Biblical stories that highlight God’s saving actions in the 
world. Then, in the evening on Saturday at the end of the Vigil, and again on Sunday morning, we mark 
the Resurrection – the ultimate return of the Light! Easter lasts for 50 days, until the day of Pentecost. 
And, the readings that we hear during the whole season of Easter were chosen first by the early church. 
The Gospel readings are designed to give comfort and support to those newly baptized Christians in their 
walk in faith. 

 

Pentecost Sunday, often called the Birthday of the Church, marks that moment when the Holy Spirit ar-
rives with fire and wind to inspire Jesus’ disciples and to continue the work of spreading the Light into 
the world. Finally, we come to the long green season! In the Episcopal Church, we call this time “The Sea-
son after Pentecost.” Many churches (including the one who produced the graphic above) call this sea-
son “Ordinary Time.” Regardless of what you call it, this season which stretches from June to November, 
features stories of Jesus’ “ordinary” or every-day life and ministry. Another way to describe these stories 
would be to say that the Light is in the world.  

 

Our church year is a circle. It repeats, year after year, inviting us to experience again and again the coming 
of the Light, the spreading of the Light, the Resurrection of the Light, and the life of the Light in the 
world. 

 

With every blessing, 

 

 

Rev. Fran 
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I met with our contractor November 17th  to get our project back on track.  He acknowledged dropping 

the ball, and promised to have everything finished by the end of November.  This has been a much longer 

process than we anticipated, and if it is not finished to our satisfaction by the end of the month, we may 

have to retain someone else to finish the job.  Our contractor has promised to install the sacristy counter-

tops on Wednesday, November 28th.  There are a number of punch-list items, the most serious of which is 

replacing the molding, which has shrunk and pulled away from the siding, around the stained glass win-

dows on the outside of the nave. The carpet between the narthex and the hallway to Hudson Hall is not 

at all similar to the rest of the carpet – this will need to be redone by a carpet firm. 

 

Once the reconstruction work is finished, we can begin transforming the old sacristy into the new flower 

room.  This will be done with parishioner help and will go more smoothly.  Thank you all for your patience 

as we reconstruct and repurpose our space! 

Chuck Grimes 

Dear friends, 

Sandwiches for the Shelter is this Saturday, December 1st.  All ages are welcome to join me in 

Hudson Hall this Saturday at 10 am.  We will be making 140 sandwiches and filling 70 lunch 

bags with fruit cups, chewy granola bars, condiments, spoons, and napkins.  If you signed up to 

bring items for the bagged meals please have them to Hudson Hall by 10 am or drop them off in 

the office sometime this week. 

 

Rehearsals for our annual Christmas Pageant begin this Sunday at 10 am in the Godly Play 

classroom.  Rehearsals will be on December 2nd & 9th at 10 am and on December 23rd at 10 am 

and after the 10 am service for a final dress rehearsal at approximately 11:45 am.  Our Christ-

mas Pageant will be performed at the 5 pm service on Christmas Eve.   

 

College Exam Survival Kits will be mailed out next Monday December 3rd.  I do not have a list of 

St. Thomas’ college students or their addresses.  Please help!  Please e-mail me ASAP your college 

student’s name, the college they attend, and their address on or off campus. Thank you so 

much!!!  (susan.allen@stthomasmcleanva.org) 

 

God’s peace, 

Susan 

 

mailto:susan.allen@stthomasmcleanva.org
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Elsewhere in this newsletter you’ll read about the season of Advent that begins on the first Sunday of 

December. Advent is a reflective season, like Lent, but the emphasis is more on preparation than peni-

tence. As we make our way through this very busy time of year, I’m often struck that in our mass media 

culture Christmas seems to begin on the day after Thanksgiving (if not earlier!) and end on December 25. 

If we tune in to the church calendar, this is out of order. Surely I’m not the only one who finds worship 

services in Advent to be a necessary flight from commercial overkill. 

 

People sometimes ask, “Why don’t we sing Christmas carols in December?” I try not to be a strict liturgi-

cal overlord in directing our music program, but I just can’t find it in myself to sing, “Christ is born to-

day!” days or weeks before Christmas. And yes, I know that the Advent hymns in the blue hymnal tend 

towards the dour. But I still believe very strongly that we need to enter into the spirit of Advent before 

we begin to celebrate the birth of the child. And so, no, we don’t sing Christmas carols until Christmas 

Eve. I hope we can all appreciate the logic and the sentiment of Advent in our worship and in our music.  

 

Peace and Grace, 

Walter 

 
 
St. Thomas is blessed to have a well-established LEV ministry. Lay Eucharistic Visitors—LEVs for short—
are specially trained and licensed by the Diocese to carry the consecrated elements from the altar to 
those members of the community who are homebound.  Many Sundays, you will see a LEV receive the 
small, rectangular communion kit before we are dismissed.  What you do not see is the important con-
nections that take place next.  The lonely are comforted.  The sick are not necessarily cured but are 
offered profound healing.  The bonds of our kinship in Christ are strengthened.  The Spirit is present. 
  
While this ministry is well-established, it needs strengthening.  Fran and I are realizing that there are 
many individuals on the edge of our radar who would appreciate receiving home communion.  For that 
expansion to happen, we need a deeper bench of LEVs. 
  
I invite you to pray and consider whether this might be a ministry to which you are called.  It requires spe-
cial gifts--a compassionate heart, the ability to listen, patience—as well as the willingness to undergo 
training and supervision.  It is not for everyone.  Fran and I have a responsibility to vet our LEVs carefully, 
and we take that responsibility seriously.  But if you feel a stirring in your heart at the idea, please speak 
with one of us.  We would be glad to talk further with you and discern together if this might be a part of 
your journey as a disciple of the healer of us all. 
 
God’s peace, 
Anne Turner 
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Adult Study 

The Way of Love: Practices for a Jesus-Centered Life 

At our Diocesan Convention in Richmond in early November, the convention approved a resolution com-
mending a new “way of life” to all Episcopalians in the Diocese of Virginia. What is a “Way of Life?” A 
way of life is a set of spiritual practices designed to deepen one’s faith and draw one closer to God. This 
new way of life, designed by our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, is called THE WAY OF LOVE.  

 

What does this rule of life entail? Seven spiritual practices: 

Turn – Pause, listen, and choose to follow Jesus 

Learn – Reflect on Scripture each day, especially Jesus’ life and teachings 

Pray – Dwell intentionally with God each day 

Worship – Gather in community weekly to thank, praise, and draw near God 

Bless – Share faith and unselfishly give and serve 

Go – Cross boundaries, listen deeply, and live like Jesus 

Rest – Receive the gift of God’s grace, peace, and restoration 
 

In the coming days, weeks, and months you’ll be hearing more about The Way of Love. We’ll be incorpo-
rating some of these practices into our common life here at St. Thomas. And, during the weeks of Ad-
vent, there are small cards with this rule of life on it that you can take home to remind you of the seven 
spiritual practices. 
 

And, on page 7 of this Messenger, you will find a Way of Love Advent Calendar that suggests one simple 
practice each day during Advent that you can practice alone or as a family. 
 

Finally, I hope you will join David and me as we co-teach a course on Sunday mornings during Advent on 
this rule of life. It’s called: Journeying the Way of Love, An Advent Curriculum and you can learn more be-
low. 
 

Journeying the Way of Love, An Advent Adult Study 

During Advent, Rev. Fran and Rev. David will lead an Adult study on the Way of Love, that focuses both 
on the spiritual practices of the Way of Love and on the first two chapters of the Gospel of Luke. 

 

We will gather each Sunday  in The Parlor at 9AM, with the choir being dismissed at 9:30. 

 
We hope that you can join us. 

Rev. Fran and Rev. David 
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ADVENT WREATH MAKING - 
An intergenerational  Activity 

 

 

 

 
Sunday, December 2nd at 11:40 am in Hudson Hall 

 

We  encourage families/parishioners to bring greens such as pine, holly, evergreens, cedar, 

small magnolia leaves and boxwood clippings, etc., cut in 4-5 inch lengths for the family  

Advent Wreath Making in Hudson Hall following the 10:00 am service this Sunday. 

 

The church will provide the oasis forms and rings for the advent wreaths. A free-will  

donation will be accepted to help defray costs. Any questions, please feel free to email  

Louise Armitage at louise1775@gmail.com.   

ST. THOMAS’ WELCOMING COMMITTEE 

The Welcoming Committee will hold its organizational meeting  this coming Sunday, 
December 2nd, at 11:30 in the Parlor. Anyone interested in  
sustaining the St. Thomas tradition of hospitality  
towards our guests and visitors is invited to attend. 
 

HAPPENING  ON  SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  2ND   

mailto:
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The Episcopal Church Women 
 

The Annual ECW The Annual ECW December Fundraiser:  

The St. Thomas’ ECW is holding its annual "Treats & Treasures” sale following the 10 a.m. service in Hudson Hall 
on Sunday, December 9. 
 
All parishioners and friends are invited to donate new or gently used items that would make for welcome holiday 
gifts.  Popular donations include jewelry, serving ware, household items, decorative pieces, games, toys, and 
items for the men in our lives. We would be interested in donations for either children or adults.  (Please note: 
Clothing and textiles, such as throw pillows and bedding items, will not be collected this year.)  
 
We are now collecting your items and they can be placed in the ECW closet in Hudson Hall clearly marked for the 
“2018 Treasurer’s Sale”.  If you have questions about donations, please contact Berta Smith at (703) 356-2568. 
  
Another highlight of the “Treats & Treasures” sale are the delicious baked goods.  We are calling all Bakers to get 
donations from the talented St. Thomas’ chefs of all ages!  Please bring your homemade baked goods… sweet or 
savory…  (marked to indicate if they contain nuts) to Hudson Hall on Sunday, December 9, between 8 and 10 a.m.  
 

Book Group News:  

Don’t forget to place the following dates on your calendar for the balance of the 2018-2019 Book Group season. If 
you have any questions, please contact Jane Pacelli at (703) 256-7834 or patchwork1@verizon.net. 

 
December 12, 2018:  Christmas dinner and book exchange at Red Galanga in Vienna, VA. 

January 16, 2019:  Discussion of “Born a Crime” by Trevor Noah. 

February 20, 2019:  Discussion of “Being Mortal” by Atul Gawande. 

March 20, 2019:  Discussion of “Little Fires Everywhere” by Celeste Ng. 

April 17, 2019:  Discussion of “The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas.  

  

With kindest regards, joy, and blessings for a safe and happy holiday season,  

Becky Ventorini, ECW President  

 
 

“If the only prayer you said in your whole life was, “thank you”, that would suffice.”   

~ Meister Eckhart 
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ECW Christmas Party 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, December 12, at 7 pm.  We will meet at Red  

Galanga in Vienna for our annual Christmas dinner and gift book swap.   

Red Galanga is at 144 Church St. NW #103-104. Even if you don't usually come to 

Book Group, please consider attending.  Bring a new, wrapped book (hardback or paper-

back) of general interest for the swap.  No hobbies, cookbooks, politics, etc. Also bring 

cash for dinner as we split the bill evenly.  We are estimating $30-$35 per person.   

RSVP to Mary Lee Montfort at montfort6@aol.com or Jane Pacelli 

at patchwork1@verizon.net or 703-256-7834.  We hope to see you there!  

           Calling All Bakers! 

Please donate your homemade baked goods (chef's choice...sweet or savory!) to 

the ECW Treats & Treasures Sales on Sunday December 9th! We will be selling 

an array of goodies in support of ECW's Outreach & Inreach efforts. Please 

bring your items to Hudson Hall from 8:30-11:00 on Dec. 9th. Or leave in the 

kitchen, clearly marked for the sale, on Sat. Dec. 8th. Questions?  

Please contact Mary Lee Montfort at Montfort6@aol.com. 

            TH E ECW T REATS  & TREASU RE SAL E  
 

Please mark your calendar for the annual ECW Treats and Treasures which will be held 

on Sunday December 9th   in Hudson Hall following the 10 am service. Please drop off your new 

or very gently used items to donate for this sale by this Sunday, December 2nd.  Jewelry, house-

hold items, stationary items, gifts for men, and seasonal items and toys would be wel-

comed.  Your donations can be left in the ECW closet marked  

“ECW December Sale”.  

This annual sale offers parishioners of all ages, particularly our children, the opportunity to 

“shop” for Christmas gifts for their families during coffee hour in Hudson Hall; giftwrapping 

assistance will be provided as well.  Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

mailto:montfort6@aol.com
mailto:patchwork1@verizon.net
mailto:Montfort6@aol.com
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Parish Financial Report 
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        1 

10:00 AM—Sandwich 

Making 

5PM—   

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

2 

8 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

9:00 AM—BIBLE STUDY 

10 AM— 

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10 AM—  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

11:40 AM—  

Confirmation Class 

3 

  

4 5 6 

7:30 PM  

CHOIR REHEARSAL    

7 

 

 

  

8 

7:45 AM— 

MEN EATING BREAKFAST 

8:00 AM—ECW SET-UP, 

HUDSON HALL 

5PM—   

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

 

  

9 

8 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II, 

10 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10 AM— 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

11:40 AM-- 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC  

PROGRAM 

10 11 

 

5:00 PM — McLEAN  

HUNDRED BOARD 

MEETING, HH 

12 

 

  

13 

 

7:30 PM— CHOIR RE-

HEARSAL    

14 

 

 

  

15 

 

MESSENGER SUBMISSION 

DEADLINE 

 

5PM—   

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

16 
8 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II, 

10 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10 AM— 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

5:00 PM —  

VIOLIN RECITAL, NAVE 

17 

 

2:00 PM—  

WORSHIP @ LARMAX 

HOMES  

18 19 

 

 

  

  20 21 

 

 

 

 

22 

5PM—   

HOLY EUCHARIST,  

RITE II 

  

23 

8 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II, 

10 AM—  

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10 AM— 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

11:00 AM — GREENING OF THE 

CHURCH 

11:40 AM—  

CHILDREN’S MUSIC  

PROGRAM 

24 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

OFFICES CLOSED 

5:00 PM—CHRISTMAS 

PAGEANT WITH HE,  

RITE II 

10:00 PM—FESTIVAL 

EUCHARIST, RITE II 

CAROLS PRECEDESTHIS 

SERVICE 

 

 

25 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

OFFICES CLOSED 

 

 

26 

OFFICES CLOSED 

27 

 

 

7:30 PM— CHOIR  

REHEARSAL    

28 

 

 

 

 

 29 

 

 

NO SERVICE TODAY 

30 

NO 8AM SERVICE TODAY 

10:00 AM LESSONS &  

CAROLS WITH HE, RITE II  
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thank you to all of you that pledged to St. Thomas during the 2019 Pledge Campaign. We have so far re-

ceived 64 pledges totaling $347,400.000 (as of November 29th). We are so grateful for all of your support! 

In the coming weeks the Stewardship committee will begin contacting those of you from whom we have 

not yet heard. We hope to meet or exceed our goal of 79 pledgers. We hope that if you haven’t already 

pledged that you will consider joining us for 2019! 
 

 In a little over 8 months, we have not only been blessed by the arrival of our new rector, Fran, but 

also Anne our Associate Rector, Susan our family minister, our administrator Joy and our new accountant 

Mary. They join Walter, our minister of music and Nicole in the cribbery to complete our staff. It’s exciting 

to consider that in 2019 we will have these foundations already in place for us to go “Now into the 

World”. 
 

Parishioners that pledge are the foundation of our church community. St. Thomas is financially in-

dependent; we raise about 80% of our income through pledges. If you have not yet taken the opportunity 

to pledge to St. Thomas, there is still time. All pledges to St. Thomas are important and valued. Please 

consider making a commitment to our church. If you would like to find out more about stewardship – 

please visit our website (Click here). You can also find answers to frequently asked questions (FAQs), in-

cluding instructions on how to pledge! Alternatively, please contact a member of the Stewardship Com-

mittee (listed below). We would love to hear from you.  

 

With love and gratitude for your presence among us at St. Thomas’ 

 

The Stewardship Committee 
 

Toby Bush  (tobygbush@hotmail.com) , 

 

 Melinda Fairchild (meldavid7815@gmail.com),  
 

Jean Kemp (kempsol@verizon.net), 
 

 Cleta Raymond (cletaraymond@gmail.com) &  
 

Steve Wickman (wickmansb@msn.com) 

 

https://stthomasmcleanva.org/giving/stewardship
https://stthomasmcleanva.org/giving/stewardship-faq
mailto:tobygbush@hotmail.com
mailto:kempsol@verizon.net
mailto:wickmansb@msn.com
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 Christmas Schedule 2018 

 

Saturday, December 22nd 

Evening Prayer @ 5:00 PM 

 

Advent 4—Sunday, December 23rd 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II @ 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM 

Christmas Eve —Monday, December 24th 

Office is Closed 

Christmas Pageant with HE, rite II @ 5:00 PM 

festival / Holy Eucharist, Rite II @ 10:00 PM 

 this service begins with carol singing 

 

Christmas day—Tuesday, December 25th 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II @ 10:00 am 

contemplative, with no music 

 

Wednesday, December 26th 

office closed 

Saturday, December 29th 

No 5:00 PM Service 

Sunday, December 30th 

no 8:00 am service 

10:00 am service of lessons & carols 

with holy eucharist, Rite II 

 

New Year’s eve—Monday, December 31st 

office closes @ noon 

 

January 2019 Worship Schedule 
 

Saturday, January 26th 

no 5:00 pm Service 

 

Sunday, January 27th 

no 8:00 am service 

holy eucharist, rite ii @ 9;00 am 

Followed by the annual meeting  @ 10:00 am 
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Very soon our altar and sanctuary will be adorned with beautiful poinsettias and greenery as a 

special part of our Christmas celebration  at St. Thomas. We invite all parishioners to share in this 

experience through a memorial or thanksgiving gift by using the Christmas Flowers Form insert  

in your bulletins or found in the Narthex. 

 

Donations toward the cost of Christmas decorations in the Church may be made in memory or 

honor of your family members and friends. This is a wonderful way to remember loved ones, hon-

or friends, and offer thanksgiving to God  

for prayers answered and blessings received during this past year.   

Please print names clearly. 

Given by:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email/Contact information: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Loving Memory Of: 

1). ___________________________________________________________      2). ______________________________________________________________ 

3.)___________________________________________________________      4). ______________________________________________________________ 

5). ___________________________________________________________      6.) ______________________________________________________________ 

In Thanksgiving For: 

1).___________________________________________________________        2). ______________________________________________________________ 

3.) ___________________________________________________________       4). _____________________________________________________________ 

5.) ___________________________________________________________      6.) _____________________________________________________________ 

Amount donated: _______________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to  St. Thomas Episcopal Church, on the memo line write “ Christmas 

Flowers”.  Place your form and check in the collection plate on Sunday,  

or bring to the Parish Office no later than Sunday, December 16th.  

Your generosity is greatly appreciated.   
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 8991 Brook Rd 

 McLean, VA 22102 

703.442.0330 

Pastoral Care (571)549-1458 

www.stthomasmcleanva.org 

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SATURDAYS 

5:00 PM — HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

SUNDAYS 

8:00 AM — HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

10:00 AM — HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II 

Nursery care available on Sundays from 10:00 am—12:00 pm 

T h e  M e s s e n g e r  

PROGRAM  OFFERINGS  

1st & 3rd Sundays 

11:40 AM — Confirmation Class through May 

2019 for 7th Graders & up. 

2nd & 4th Sundays 

11:40 AM — Music Program for  3rd Graders & up.                        

 

The Clergy and Staff wish you and yours 

A Very Merry Christmas  
&  

God’s Blessings for the New Year! 


