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Messenger
From the Rector’s Desk...
By the time you read this, we will be just about halfway through our Fall Stewardship and Financial Pledge Campaign at
St. Thomas. Hopefully, you’ve received three mailings: an introductory letter with a fall calendar, a large postcard, and an
invitation letter with a pledge card. All of our materials have shared ways that our community at St. Thomas goes NOW
into the World, which is our Stewardship Theme.
I hope that you are considering committing to St. Thomas with a financial pledge for 2019. There are many things happening here that are exciting. Let me share three of them with you:
Our worship is alive! We’ve had guests visiting virtually every Sunday. Some have chosen to return to St. Thomas.
When we gather in the sanctuary, the Spirit feels very present and alive. It is from our Spirit-filled worship that
everything else flows. When we gather together to praise God and are renewed in worship, we are strengthened to
go NOW into the World!
Our staff. I’ve been singing their praises a great deal lately, I know. But, honestly, I can’t say enough good things
about them! Walter is a gem. He’s a gifted musician who leads our music program with grace and skill. His help in
planning worship, and his memory for beloved traditions have been such a gift to me. Joy brought 15 years of
experience as a Parish Administrator to her work at St. Thomas – and it shows. Our office is running well. Plus,
as a life-long Anglican/Episcopalian, Joy knows our traditions and understands the church year. Susan brings so
much energy and enthusiasm to her work as our Family Minister. Our Sunday School is growing with 16 kids attending our Pre-K to Grade 6 program and 7 in Confirmation Class. Anne has entered her role as Associate Rector with energy and grace. She’s been getting to know our members and is reaching out to set up visits to those
who are at home.
Mission. I am proud of ways that we have served Christ in the world this year, working with SHARE, Second Story,
and the Falls Church McLean Children’s Center: Tending our SHARE Garden to bring donated produce to those
in need in our community; Working our Pumpkin Patch to increase funds available for Outreach; Continuing our
relationship with Pere Kesner Ajax and the students at Ascension Church in Beraud, Haiti. Even though we
couldn’t physically go to Haiti this year due to the unrest, we sent T-shirts and over $6000 in support of Ascension Church and School.
Continued on page 3
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Emily Bush, 11/1
Allison Burk, 11/3
Noha Mirhosseini, 11/5
Betsy Reddaway, 11/5
Dolly Mastrangelo, 11/7
Abigail Hargroves, 11/12
Richard Henninger, 11/14
Betsy Heilman, 11/16
Gig Mikell, 11/18
Becky SuPrise, 11/18
Kathleen Leach, 11/20
Bobbi Letham, 11/22

SEPTEMBER

2019 Stewardship Campaign is off to a great start!
We are counting on you!
T H I S S U ND A Y , NO V E M B E R 4T H

Happy Anniversary
to…
Sherie & Tyrone Cabalu
11/4
Nancy & Charlie Stringfellow
11/4
Melinda & David Fairchild
11/8
Dorene & Paul Ryder
11/17
Chris & Graham Forward
11/27
Barbara & Dan Wicks
11/27

NOTE: Please let the Office know if your
birthday or anniversary is missing from this
list.

Deadline for the
December Issue of
the Messenger:
November 15, 2018
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These are some of the concrete ministries that are supported by financial pledges. Here are some other reasons
why I hope you will consider supporting St. Thomas:
St. Thomas is a community. Part of what it means to be a community together is that we support one another. We work together for the support of this community. We do that in a variety of ways, whether it’s
praying for one another, signing up to host coffee hour, or volunteering to help at the pumpkin patch.
And, as we are each able, we support St. Thomas financially.
St. Thomas is financially independent. St. Thomas depends on the financial support of those who worship
here. In 2018, 81% of our budget came from financial pledges. The remainder of our budget comes from
rental income - both our main building and the rectory (14%), interest from our endowment (1%), fundraisers (1%), cash donations (2%), and other interest income (less than 1%).
The Bible is clear about financial stewardship. Throughout the Bible, in both the Old and New Testaments, God asks God’s people to give a portion of their resources back to God. Old Testament prophets
called people to share a tithe (10%), the “first fruits” of their produce, oil, and wine. Offerings were
brought to worship both in the Old Testament and from the earliest days of the Christian church. St. Paul
encouraged giving for the spread of the Gospel. One of the ways we honor God and the Bible’s command
is by giving a portion of what we have back to God. As Episcopalians, pledging financial support is one
way we do that.
We have work to do. St. Thomas is growing. And, St. Thomas is responsive. We hear the call to go NOW
into the World in love and service – and we do, in a variety of ways. Your support matters in the life of
this congregation. Your financial pledge enables us to continue doing what we have done well and to grow
in ways that are faithful to God’s call to us.
David and I have already made our pledge for 2019. Your Vestry and Officers have done so, as well. I ask you to
prayerfully consider joining us as we go NOW into the World in 2019 and beyond.
Blessings,

Rev. Fran
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November, the Month of Memory
In nature, it is the time that fall has won its final victory, and we draw indoors towards the more quiet, reflective
season of early winter. In the church, we celebrate the twin feasts of All Saints Day and All Souls Day on November 1 and 2, respectively. Both have a strong dimension of memory. On All Saints, we celebrate the communion of the faithful and especially those who have been particular guiding stars to us. On All Souls, we remember all those who have died. In some countries (such as Mexico), the day is seen as a feast of the ancestors.
Families might bring a picnic to the local burial spot to share a meal with those who have died—separated by
death, but still connected by bonds of love.
I write about this because I am aware that we all carry around memories of those we love who have died. As I
write, the staff is still in the midst of planning our liturgy for All Saint Sunday (November 4), and we do not
know what final form it will take—but it will likely include some chance to remember the dead. I hope that you
will find the time in this month, whether in church or at home, to pause and remember.
So much of our culture glorifies youth. Our media present us as young and healthy and well and immortal. If
you are someone who carries grief with you, it can feel like a secret at best and a shame at worst. But our faith
teaches us that those who have died are not some kind of embarrassment to be forgotten but rather a communion of enduring companions to be celebrated. Anglican G.K. Chesterton spoke of tradition as “the democracy of
the dead.” In the Christian life, we do not forget those we have lost.
I invite you into this time of memory. It is an invitation into sadness—because sadness is an inevitable aspect of
our shared human experience of loss. But it is also an invitation to wholeness, of knowing that we are never
alone, that we are caught up in one another and in Christ forever.
Blessings,
Anne+
Associate Rector for Pastoral Care

SHARE HOLIDAY PROGRAM
This Christmas season, Share plans to serve more than 300 local needy families,
comprising around 1000 individuals!
We truly appreciate the love St. Thomas has shown for our families over the years.
Tags and labels for St. Thomas’ Angel/Wish Tree will dropped off in the Parish Office early November .
Share could not help our neighbors in need without support from wonderful community partners like you!
Stay tuned for more information.
Thank you!
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Celebrating All Saints Day at St. Thomas
This weekend, November 3-4, we will celebrate All Saints Day at St. Thomas. It will be a time to remember
those members of our congregation who have passed into eternal life since last year on All Saints Day:
Rosa Hudson, Lorraine Henninger, Frances Funari
We will celebrate three baptisms at the 10AM service this weekend.
I would like to introduce a new All Saints practice at St. Thomas that previous congregations I’ve served have
found meaningful.
At each service, we will create an All Saints Altar of Remembrance. You are invited to bring in something meaningful that is a reminder of those “saints” who are significant in your life. In years’ past, I’ve included my parents
wedding photograph, or my mother’s passport and my father’s metal working tools. Following the prayers of
the people, you’ll be invited to come forward, to a name your saint(s), and then to place your mementos on the
altar. We will keep the altar assembled through the following weekend, as a reminder that we are surrounded by
a great cloud of witnesses. While nothing has ever disappeared from the Altar of Remembrance, I do suggest
that you leave valuable mementos at home. We’ll also have colored papers and markers available at all services,
so that you can write the names of your saints, if you lack something tangible to bring.
I look forward to sharing this new tradition with you. Let me know if you have any questions.
Blessings,
PHORev. Fran

We will welcome Melika Roshan Hanita Bagheriannia and Aria Bagheriannia
to St. Thomas through Holy Baptism
this Sunday, November 4, 2018!
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Well…fall has meteorologically arrived, but the fall color has not – leaves are still green. I am sure this will
soon change, and we will be blessed with at least some of the color riot that typically arrives before now. So it
goes with our flood reconstruction and space repurposing project. I truly expected the contractor work to be
completed within a month or so – but here we are, at least three months in, with several items yet to be finished. Yet the finish is in sight – countertops for the sacristy are expected to be installed October 25, along
with the hallway carpet leading to Hudson Hall. By the time you read this, you will know whether those
things took place!

Next up is the installation of the frontal hangers in the new sacristy, then the deconstruction of the old sacristy and rebuilding it in the new flower room, which will accomplished with parishioner, rather than contractor, support. We plan to complete
the entire project by the end of the year. Just as sure as the fall leaves will eventually
turn bright, we will soon have new and refurbished spaces to support our community.
Chuck Grimes

Parish Offices opening Late on Tuesday, November 6th

~ELECTION DAY~
To allow staff members to go to the Polls before coming in,
the Offices will open late on Tuesday.

T H E E C W T RE A TS & T R EAS U R E S AL E
The ECW Treats and Treasures sale is Sunday December 9th in Hudson Hall following
the 10 am service. This annual sale offers our children the opportunity to “shop” for
Christmas gifts for their families during coffee hour in Hudson Hall; giftwrapping assistance is provided as well. Please spend the upcoming month gathering new or very gently
used items to donate for this sale. Jewelry, household items, stationary items, gifts for men
and seasonal items and toys would be welcomed. Your donations can be left in the ECW
closet. Thanks for your generosity!
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Dear friends,
Thank you to everyone who came out for our Monster Mash / Trunk
or Treat. We had a great time and it was such fun to see everyone’s
decorated trunks. The kiddos enjoyed doing crafts, participating in a
doughnut eating contest and getting lots of candy. The adults enjoyed
the conversations and some of them had fantastic costumes! A special
thank you to MEB for cooking the burgers and hotdogs and to everyone who help setup and clean up. It takes a village!
Next up is Sandwiches for the Shelter. On Saturday, December 1st at
10 am we will come together as a community in Hudson Hall and prepare 70 bag lunches for the Embrey Rucker Community Shelter in Reston. The shelter distributes approximately
60-70 bagged meals to residents and drop-in clients each day. We will need donations to make this happen but I
believe this is a wonderful way to begin the season of Advent. Lots of details in the coming weeks.
Christmas is just around the corner. We are planning our annual Christmas Pageant for the 5 pm service on
Christmas Eve. We will rehearse during Sunday School in December. On December 2nd & 9th during Sunday
School and on December 23rd during Sunday School and after the 10 am service for a final dress rehearsal. Please
let me know if you would like to volunteer to help.
God’s peace,
Susan
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Parish Financial Report
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November 2018
1

2

7:30 PM
CHOIR REHEARSAL

DIOCESAN
4
8 AM—
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
10 AM—
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II,
with Baptism
10 AM—
SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:40 AM—
Confirmation Class
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11
8 AM—
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II,
10 AM—
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
10 AM—
SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:40 AM-CHILDREN’S MUSIC
PROGRAM

12

18
8 AM—
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II,
10 AM—
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
10 AM—
SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:40 AM—
CONFIRMATION CLASS

19

25

26

8 AM—
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II,
10 AM—
HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
10 AM—
SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:40 AM—
CHILDREN’S MUSIC
PROGRAM

6

7

8

OFFICE CLOSED

14

15

CONVENTION,
9

21

2:00 PM—
WORSHIP @ LARMAX
HOMES

27

28

7:00 PM
VESTRY MEETING

16

9

10

17

5PM—
HOLY EUCHARIST,
RITE II

22 Office Closed
10:00 AM—
HOLY EUCHARIST,
RITE II

23

29

30

7:30 PM— CHOIR
REHEARSAL

RICHMOND

5PM—
HOLY EUCHARIST,
RITE II

7:30 PM— CHOIR
REHEARSAL

20

PUMPKIN
RELOADING
5PM—
HOLY EUCHARIST,
RITE II

7:30 PM
CHOIR REHEARSAL

13

3

24
5PM—
HOLY EUCHARIST,
RITE II

DECEMBER 1

5PM—
HOLY EUCHARIST,
RITE II

S T . T H O M AS ’ P UM P KI N P ATCH
This Saturday, November 3th – 10AM. Pumpkin Reloading. RAIN or SHINE.
Around half a dozen folks are needed to help and supervise 8th grade volunteers reload pumpkins.
Please email me at tobygbush@hotmail.com if you can help.

Sunday November 4th at 2PM. Pallet Pickup – weather permitting – we’ll be picking them all
back up again. Again about a dozen, able-bodied volunteers are needed. If you are willing to help –
please email me at tobygbush@hotmail.com.

Thanks to one and all for all being ambassadors of St. Thomas!
Your assistance with staffing the Patch is greatly appreciated!

Fall Fellowship Hour Hosts needed

Fellowship Hour following the 10:00 am service each Sunday is a wonderful time to catch up with fellow parishioners. We are currently seeking coffee hour hosts for the next several months to supply light refreshments to accompany the coffee, tea and juice that the church provides. Your donation can be as simple as some breakfast
breads/ (such as pound cake, muffins or coffee cake) and some fruit. The current October-December schedule is
posted in Hudson Hall and we have many Sundays open! In addition, Becky Ventorini will be available at coffee
hour for you to sign up or she can be reached at home (703.288.3166), work (703.572.4052) or
at ventorinib@si.edu. Thank you in advance to the core group of hosts who regularly donate to this ministry and
to those who will do so soon. (Idea: you can always co-host with another person or family!)
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Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?
Please check your calendars as we are going to hold the
Guess Who's Coming to Dinner? program again on
November 3rd, and November 10th. This is a fun fellowship
we have done at St. Thomas'. We are looking
forward to sharing it again in 2018 and carrying on this
great tradition!

The program works like this:
You decide if you want to be a guest and go to a house for
dinner or serve as a host and have a dinner at your house.
You will then complete a form, which will allow you to designate all kinds of needs and
preferences (number of children you will bring if you are a guest, whether you can accommodate children if you are a host, any food allergies, time limits, etc.). We secretly put together the dinner parties and take all of the requirements into consideration when matching guests up with hosts.
The guests all get an envelope telling them where to go on what day for dinner; they can
only open it 30 minutes before the dinner start time. The hosts know how many people
are coming to dinner, but don't know who is coming until they show up in the driveway.
The guests do not bring anything except an envelope with a contribution, which goes to
the church; the suggested amount of the contribution is usually about how much they'd
spend on a dinner out at a restaurant. We have had a lot of fun with this in the past, and
many parishioners have gotten to know each other much better.
Sign-up forms are available in the Narthex.
If you have any questions, please call or email Susan Gardiner. smg@cantab.net
703-980-3850.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
PARISH ANNUAL MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE
ON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 2019
@
10:00 AM!
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Name____________________________________________________________
Telephone ________________________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________________________

Preferred Date(s)
□ November 3

□ November 10

Alternative Dates: ______________________________________
For Hosts
Address___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
How many guests can you accommodate? ______________________
Can you accommodate children? What ages? ____________________
Can you accommodate vegetarians or food allergies?_______________
For Guests
Number of Adults

____________

Number of Children

____________

Ages of Children

____________

Any special requirements?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Anything else we should know? _________________________________________________________
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As I write this submission for the Messenger, it is Halloween, a “scary” time for children. But I dare say there is
nothing scarier for adults in the Episcopal Church than Evangelism! Why is that? Perhaps we envision the television evangelists often portrayed as manipulative money-grabbers or fearsome, dominating ministers who force
their know-it-all opinions upon people of other faiths.
What is evangelism? The word, evangelism, is rooted in the Greek word meaning gospel or good news. Jesus sent
his disciples to proclaim the good news of God in Christ as we are called to do as well. The Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry, promised to serve the Episcopal Church as CEO – Chief Evangelism Officer. He invited each of us
to share our journey into a deeper relationship with God noting evangelism is not about controlling the end result
or increasing our market share.
Why should the people of St. Thomas evangelize? Do we evangelize to grow our church size? Do we evangelize
to increase mission and outreach? Over the past few weeks, several parishioners have shared personal stories of
why they embrace stewardship. “Story sharing” can be extended to our friends, neighbors, co-workers and even
within our own families as a very personal expression of the good news of Christ. Evangelism! -- not a tool to
convert people or to increase the number of our pledging units but an opportunity to invite others to understand
what brings us joy.
We have an Evangelism Committee at St. Thomas (though we have called it the Welcoming Committee because
that E-word scares us too). Will Ferris has just agreed to chair the committee and build upon the welcoming work
Peter Reddaway has so effectively advanced. Please consider participating along with him.
You can be an evangelist too; invite someone to join you at a service or activity at St. Thomas.
Blessings to you,
Louise Armitage
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The Episcopal Church Women

The Annual ECW December Fundraiser:
It's time to clean out closets and share the bounty! The St. Thomas ECW is having its annual "Treats & Treasures”
sale following the 10 a.m. service in Hudson Hall on Sunday, December 9.

All parishioners and friends are invited to donate new or gently used items that would make for welcome holiday
gifts. Popular donations include jewelry, serving ware, household items, decorative pieces, games, toys, and items
for the men in our lives. We would be interested in donations for either children or adults. (Please note: Clothing
and textiles, such as throw pillows and bedding items, will not be collected this year.)
As you are doing your Fall cleaning, please place your items aside because we will start collecting them in midNovember. If you have questions about donations, please contact Berta Smith at (703) 356-2568.
Of course, another highlight of the upcoming Treats & Treasures sale is the yummy baked goods we offer. We
are hoping to get donations from talented St. Thomas bakers of all ages! Please bring your homemade baked
goods (marked to indicate if they contain nuts) to Hudson Hall on Sunday, December 9, between 8 and 10 a.m.

Book Group News:
Don’t forget to place the following dates on your calendar for the balance of the 2018-2019 Book Group season.
If you have any questions, please contact Jane Pacelli at (703) 256-7834 or patchwork1@verizon.net. Details
about the November 17 gathering location will be forthcoming.
November 14, 2018: Discussion of “Before We Were Yours” by Lisa Wingate at the home of Susan Burk
9509 Spinet Court, Vienna. A discussion leader is needed.
December 12, 20187: Christmas dinner out and book exchange. (Location TBD).
January 16, 2019: Discussion of “Born a Crime” by Trevor Noah.
February 20, 2019: Discussion of “Being Mortal” by Atul Gawande.
March 20, 2019: Discussion of “Little Fires Everywhere” by Celeste Ng.
April 17, 2019: Discussion of “The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas.
With kindest regards, joy and blessings,
Becky Ventorini, ECW President

“You have succeeded in life when all you really want is only what you really need.”
~ Vernon Howard
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Community Outreach Thanksgiving Baskets
Second Story in the Community staff are increasingly noticing that the youth attending our programs do not
have access to adequate food in their homes. To help these families who are in need, the staff would like to
provide the family of each young person in our programs with a Thanksgiving food basket. Each basket
should contain enough items to feed six people and should include the following types of
items:
Gift card for $10.00 or more to Safeway, Giant, or Shoppers for purchasing a turkey/meat
– please no fresh or frozen turkeys as we do not have any way to refrigerate them;
Powdered gravy mix or a jarred / canned gravy;
Canned cranberry sauce;
Two types of canned vegetables;
Canned sweet potatoes / yams or a mashed potato mix;
Stuffing mix;
Canned fruit for dessert or a box dessert mix;
Shelf-stable UHT milk (such as Parmalat);
or additional money on the gift card to purchase milk to
drink with the meal.
Bags, boxes or baskets of items should be marked as “Outreach Thanksgiving Baskets” and may be
delivered to St. Thomas’ Narthex by Sunday, November 18th, or to Second Story’s Admin office– 8221 Old
Courthouse Rd, Ste 105 in Vienna, VA, by Wednesday, November 21st.
We will accept donations any day of the week between 9am – 5pm.
Please do not forget to fill out a donation form!
Thank you for helping to ensure that the youth in our programs and their
families have a Thanksgiving meal!
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The Messenger
8991 Brook Rd
McLean, VA 22102
703.442.0330
Pastoral Care (571)549-1458
www.stthomasmcleanva.org

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE

PROGRAM OFFERINGS

SATURDAYS

1st & 3rd Sundays

5:00 PM — HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II

11:40 AM — Confirmation Class through May

SUNDAYS

2019 for 7th Graders & up.

8:00 AM — HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II

2nd & 4th Sundays

10:00 AM — HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II

Nursery care available on Sundays from 10:00 am—12:00 pm

11:40 AM — Music Program for 3rd Graders & up.

Thanksgiving Day
Service
Put the Turkey in the oven and Come as you are

to our Holy Eucharist, Rite II worship service
At 10:00 AM
Bring your family and friends to worship with us.
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