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B le s s i ng o f t h e A nim a ls
Ed Rhodes 10/1
Casey Peltier 10/2
Lynne Montgomery 10/3
Louise Armitage 10/4
Laura Barlow 10/5
Alissa Forbes 10/5
Kate Knight 10/7
Jan Hamilton 10/11
Cate Chapin 10/14
Colin Regan 10/20
Becky Ventorini 10/26
Bruce Berlage 10/27

SEPTEMBER

Katie Ryder 10/29

Fred Young 10/30
Glen Letham 10/31

Sunday, October 7, 2018
at 10:00 am
Please bring your furry friends with you for a blessing!
Pictures of your pets are also welcome!

We will be using this Liturgy at all three services, please bring
Happy Anniversary
to…
Kathleen & David Leach
10/1
Julie & Andrew Walter
10/4
Susan & Kent Gardiner
10/11
Becky & Jim Ventorini
10/17
Rita & Bruce Allan
10/20
Nellis & Jeff Crigler
10/20
Cindy & Brad Hargroves 10/24
Cleta & Ray Raymond
10/24

NOTE: Please let the Office know if your
birthday or anniversary is missing from this
list.

Deadline for the
November Issue
of the Messenger:
October 15, 2018

pictures of your pets at the 5:00 pm & 8:00 am services.
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From the Rector’s Desk continued...
In addition to his care for the poor, Francis had a strong focus on care for God’s creation. He’s well known
for spiritual writings on many topics, but the best known are probably the Canticle of the Sun and the
Prayer of St. Francis. A portion of the Canticle of the Sun reads,
Be praised, my Lord, through all your creatures,
especially through my lord Brother Sun,
who brings the day; and you give light through him.
And he is beautiful and radiant in all his splendor!
Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness.
Many legends have risen around St. Francis, involving his love of creation and his special connection with
animals. There’s a lovely story of Francis preaching to the birds. The most famous involves Francis and
wolf, in the town of Gubbio. The wolf was preying on the people of the town. Francis went out to speak
with the wolf to ask him to stop eating the townfolk. The wolf was starving – and said that if the people
would leave him food, he’d stop eating the townfolk. They did and all coexisted peacefully.
Many Episcopal Churches celebrate St. Francis. We will do so here at St. Thomas in a way that is new to
us. At all services on the weekend of October 6-7, we’ll hear the lessons for St. Francis’ Day and use some
special prayers. At the 10 o’clock service, we will move our worship to either the Memorial Garden
(weather permitting), or Hudson Hall . You are invited to bring your animal companions to church with
you on Sunday so that we can bless them in the spirit of St. Francis. If you are thinking that it will be a little bit of holy chaos – you’re right! But, having done this service in other churches, I can tell you that it’s
wonderful holy chaos!
All animals are welcome! Dogs, cats, lizards, fish – whatever. The most exotic animal I’ve ever blessed was
a duck, though I have a priest friend who always had a bear (in a cage) at her St. Francis Day service! If
you think being with us will be too stressful for your furry friend, bring a picture instead. And, our younger members are invited to bring their favorite stuffed companion, as well. (Henley Lamana’s Neigh Neigh
[a stuffed horse] gets a blessing almost every Sunday at communion.) Finally, the service will have a time
to remember our animal companions who have are no longer with us.
I look forward to celebrating the Feast of St. Francis with you on October 6-7.
Blessings,
Rev. Fran

Steve Wickman and I recently attended Godly Play training given by The Rev. Dr. Rosemary Beales, Chaplain and Religion Teacher at St. Stephen's & St. Agnes School in Alexandria, Virginia. I have participated in
Godly Play instruction several times over the last couple of years at St. Thomas, and this training really
helped me see what I need to refine in order to create the right environment for children to learn. For example, Rosemary taught us to carefully handle the Godly Play materials, modeling for the children our concern with and appreciation for the materials. She also said for the instructor to gaze at the materials as
they are being used, rather than looking at the children, which has two effects – one, the children may feel
they should look too, since the instructor is, and two, it avoids a typical reaction when an instructor looks
at a student, and the student thinks “why is he looking at me, and am I supposed to do something?” The
author of the program has put a great deal of thought and research into the program, and it shows. I encourage any of you with an interest in teaching our children bible stories to give us a hand with Godly Play
– it is a very effective way to create the right learning environment for our children.
There are plenty of other opportunities to help and learn at St. Thomas – in fact, all the helping and learning going on contributes to our sense of community. Take a look at the following list of ways to get involved – I Iook forward to walking the Way with you!
Peace,
Chuck Grimes

+St. Thomas Opportunities for Involvement+
+Altar Guild + Hospitality + Stewardship+
+Second Story + Grill Nights + Choir + Share+
+International Outreach + Pumpkin Patch+
+Sunday School + Pastoral Care + Vestry+
+Lenten Suppers + Time and Talent + Ushers+
+Flower Committee + Worship Committee+
+Finance Committee + Tysons Interfaith+
+Memorial Garden + Men Eating Breakfast+
+Pumpkin Patch + Episcopal Church Women+
+Endowment + Adult Christian Formation+
+Shrinemont + Lay Eucharistic Ministers+
+Dungannon + Monster Mash/Chili Cookoff+
+Readers + Guess Who's Coming to Dinner+
+Falls Church and McLean Children's Center+

One of the great privileges of being a priest is providing pastoral care. Honestly, it’s one of the great
privileges of being a Christian, period. When we are in community, be belong to one another, and we
treat one another accordingly. Caring for one another allows us to understand the way God cares for us.
The Epistle of James spells out how it works:
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any
among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing
them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up;
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. (James
5:13-16)
But I am aware of the other side of the coin: it can be difficult to ask for care. Being weak is hard. Most
of us think of ourselves as being on the giving side. We are the ones who provide the help—the ones
who cook the casseroles, the ones who offer the rides, the ones who provide the listening and sympathetic ear. When we are the ones who need all those things? Honestly, it’s hard to ask.
And yet, when we know ourselves to be weak—we are also learning about who God is and how God
loves. Jesus Christ came to us in weakness. Jesus suffered among us so that our suffering might be given meaning, might be redeemed.

If you find yourself in need (as we all do, sooner or later), I encourage you to reach out to this community. Talk about what’s going on. Ask for prayer. If you find yourself confronting serious illness, or if you
wind up in the hospital, call the office. We can’t help if we don’t know. The pastoral care line is (571) 549
-1458. I hope it will be well-used.

Peace & Blessings,
Rev. Anne

PUMPKIN PATCH SIGN-UP Still Going On!
We still have available slots for
St. Thomas’ premiere Fundraising Event
for Outreach. We need you!
Please sign-up after services today or online
at http://bit.ly/2018sales . Thank you.

Our Study of Revelation:
Where the Rubber Meets the Road
During the month of October, our primary focus will be on Revelation chapters 2 and 3. In these chapters we
hear Christ’s directives to seven churches in the Roman province of Asia Minor (western Turkey today). Christ’s
directives to the churches are like the end of Rev. Fran’s sermons. They are the “so what”—the place where the
rubber meets the road. Chapters 4 through 22 are filled with apocalyptic visions. In chapters 2 and 3, we hear the
practical implications of those visions for the churches.
Revelation is teaching the church in every age and in every setting. It is teaching the church to analyze how
power is being used in their country and social setting compared with Christ’s teaching about the kingdom of
God. We’re hearing a lot about collusion in the news these days. Revelation calls the church not to collude with
the powers that be in its own society. The church is to worship and serve the Lord of all.
The churches of Revelation live in the Roman Empire. The visions of Revelation provide a powerful critique of
Roman power politically, militarily, economically and socially as well as the propaganda and greed that camouflage that power. Christ’s directives to the churches provide the practical implications of that critique. In that setting, what is the church to do and be? That’s what we’ll be studying together. I invite you to join us!
One additional note: Several have asked if the notes I create for our class could be posted on our church website.
With our new website, has now happened. So if you miss a class, they’re posted at https://
stthomasmcleanva.org/learning/bible-study!
Rev. Dr. David Smith

SHARE MCLEAN– URGENT NEEDS
Share's Furniture Program is in need of drivers and helpers.
The Food Pantry is still in dire need of supplies especially
Paper towels, Vegetable oil & Sugar!

•

Breakfast cereal

•

Ketchup

•

Ground coffee

•

Baby wipes

•

All types of canned vegetables

•

Diapers (Size 4, especially)

•

All types of canned fruit

•

White sugar

•

Jam and jelly

•

White rice

•

100% juice

•

Dried beans

•

Laundry soap

•

Vegetable oil

•

Toothpaste

•

Single toothbrushes

•

Shampoo

•

Deodorant

•

Mac and cheese

•

Granola bars, crackers,
nuts, dried fruit

•

Canned tomato sauce

PUMPKIN PATCH 2018
The 11th annual St. Thomas Pumpkin Patch is ALMOST HERE! The front lawn of St. Thomas is about to
become orange. Please help support the Pumpkin Patch and thereby support St. Thomas and our
Outreach program!

The most important opportunity that our patch provides is the chance for us to
meet our friends and neighbors and allow them to know the community of St.
Thomas.

FOUR WAYS YOU CAN HELP:
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS
Almost half of our pumpkin purchases were made by repeat customers. Please tell your friends
and family to visit and buy pumpkins at our Pumpkin Patch. It’s a great opportunity for others to get to know our church and it’s a wonderful way to support our outreach programs.
All profits from pumpkin sales are donated to local charities! Word of mouth is the best advertising that we can get.

LIKE AND SHARE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
Please visit the St Thomas’ Pumpkin Patch Facebook page. Leave a review! Please ‘like’ us – and
when we post – please like and share!

SIGN UP TO SELL PUMPKINS
It’s easy and it’s fun! Instructions are provided – but if you’re unsure sign up with a friend who
has done it before. Please contact Joy (joy.warburton@stthomasmcleanva.org) so that we
can accommodate you.

How do I sign up? Please use the electronic sign up: http://bit.ly/2018sales
Or sign up on the paper sheets in the Narthex.

HELP SUPERVISE 8th GRADERS – it’s a good time!
Saturday October 6th at 12:30PM. Pumpkin Unloading – RAIN or SHINE. The
bulk of the lifting and carrying is done by local 8th graders performing community service. We need
12-15 adult volunteers to help supervise and in some cases assist them while they help us out. Please
email me at tobygbush@hotmail.com if you can help.
There are also opportunities on unload day that are not so labor intensive – check-in, hospitality etc.
Toby Bush – tobygbush@hotmail.com

From our Family Minister
Dear friends,
I am feeling very blessed to have landed at St. Thomas’. My first three weeks have been filled with
meeting lovely people and being made to feel very welcome. I have had the privilege of teaching the
4th, 5th, and 6th grade Sunday School class and beginning a journey of discovery with some of our youth
members as they begin the road towards confirmation. I have attended a portion of an ECW meeting,
participated in a choir rehearsal, managed to purchase enough ice cream for Sundae Sunday and have
enjoyed fellowship with many of you after church. I’d say, so far so good!

In the Sunday school class I am co-leading with Dolly Mastrangelo, we are using a liturgically based curriculum entitled Living the Good News. We have had fun the past two weeks talking about the Gospel
and getting to know each other. The eight different children that have participated are enthusiastic
about life and very willing to share their opinions. I think they are wonderful!
The first two weeks of Godly Play has been well taken care of by Steve Wickman & Eric ten Siethoff. I
have witnessed a happy line of six students exiting the class and heading towards the sanctuary at the
Peace. If you are not familiar with Godly Play it is an interpretation of Montessori religious education.
Godly Play nurtures participants with the stories, parables, rituals, and symbols of our Christian faith
through wondering and play.
Reverend Fran and I are co-leading the Confirmation class using a curriculum called My Faith, My Life: A
Teen’s Guide to the Episcopal Church. We had a really nice first session discussing expectations and classroom norms. We finished with a lovely closing worship and are looking forward to sharing our baptism
stories at our next meeting. We had seven youth participate at our first session and are expecting a
couple more! We are scheduled for a visit with one of our bishops in the Diocese of Virginia on May 5,
2019. Bishop David Jones, the retired Suffragan Bishop in the Diocese will be joining us, so mark your
calendars for this very special day.
Thank you again people of St. Thomas for welcoming me so warmly into your lovely church family. I am
more grateful than you can possibly know.
God’s peace,
Susan

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?
Please check your calendars as we are going to hold the Guess
Who's Coming to Dinner? program again on October 20th, November 3rd, and November 10th. This is a fun fellowship we have
done at St. Thomas'. We are looking
forward to sharing it again in 2018 and carrying on this great
tradition!
The program works like this:
You decide if you want to be a guest and go to a house for dinner or serve as a host and
have a dinner at your house. You will then complete a form, which will allow you to designate all kinds of needs and preferences (number of children you will bring if you are a
guest, whether you can accommodate children if you are a host, any food allergies, time
limits, etc.). We secretly put together the dinner parties and take all of the requirements
into consideration when matching guests up with hosts.
The guests all get an envelope telling them where to go on what day for dinner; they can
only open it 30 minutes before the dinner start time. The hosts know how many people
are coming to dinner, but don't know who is coming until they show up in the driveway.
The guests do not bring anything except an envelope with a contribution, which goes to
the church; the suggested amount of the contribution is usually about how much they'd
spend on a dinner out at a restaurant. We have had a lot of fun with this in the past, and
many parishioners have gotten to know each other much better.
Sign-up forms are available in the Narthex, or download a form here.
If you have any questions, please call or email Susan Gardiner. smg@cantab.net
703-980-3850.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP – FIRST MEETING THIS FALL
The first meeting of our renewed High School Youth Group will be on Sunday October 28th starting
at 3PM.
We’ll gather in Hudson Hall with a chance to get to know one another. We’ll move quickly to the
kitchen, where many hands will work on a taco dinner for the teens at Second Story. While we are
cooking, we’ll talk about our hopes and dreams for our High School Youth Group this year. What do
we want to do together?
Those who are able will then join us on a trip over to Second Story to deliver the food and share a
meal with the teens in residence at the Emergency Shelter there. We’ll leave for Second Story
around 5:15 and expect to return to St. Thomas by 7PM.
If you are a High School student, please join us!
Rev. Fran and Susan Allen

A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE
In October, we will launch our new financial stewardship campaign, with the theme, “Now into the World.”
Our focus will be on how our common life at St. Thomas empowers each of us to leave worship and go NOW
into the world to love and serve in Christ’s name.
In this short article, I want to share a little background with you before we launch.
Did you know that St. Thomas is entirely self-supporting? There is no entity outside St. Thomas that helps to fund
our budget.
What is our budget? There’s always a single page in “The Messenger” with up to date budget information. Our
total budget in 2018 is about $470K. Nearly all of that comes from pledges (a small amount of interest from our
endowment, rental income from the preschool and the rectory, plus pumpkin sales and small fundraisers make up
the balance). While the budget for 2019 is still in process, we’re anticipating a budget of about $483K for next
year. I can promise - there’s nothing extravagant in our budget! Small COLA increases for our hard working staff,
some needed property repairs, and anticipated increases in benefit costs make up the difference.
Why should I make a financial pledge? Making a pledge helps the Vestry and staff know what we can expect for
income in the coming year. Just the way that knowing your salary helps you to know how to budget for the month
or the year, receiving pledges helps the Vestry to do the same. And, a pledge is more than that. A pledge is a commitment to our common life at St. Thomas. When you make a pledge to our church, it’s a way of saying, “I’m in. I
commit myself to God and to the common life of this congregation.” I hope you’ll join David and me in making a
pledge to St. Thomas this year.
How much should I pledge? Only you know the answer to that question. The Biblical standard for giving a portion of one’s income back to God is the tithe – and it’s 10% of one’s income. David and I do what is sometimes
called a modern tithe – we give away 10% of our income, but we divide it among a number of causes that matter
to us. Here’s how we do it: For many years, we gave 10% of my income to the church I serve and 10% of David’s
income to other non-profit causes that matter to us. This year, David has moved some of his tithe into the St.
Thomas column because he’s excited about what’s happening here!
What’s the bottom line? We are hoping for a 4% increase over last year’s pledging, with a total amount pledged of
$400K. $400K in pledges would give us a balanced budget with fairly paid staff. The Vestry could focus on mission – going “Now into the World” and not worrying about the budget.
In 2018, we have worked to rebuild St. Thomas. The Holy Spirit has led us to call (and in Walter’s case celebrate)
staff, whose giftedness in Family Ministry, Pastoral Care, Administration and Music are enriching our common
life. We are in the process of restoring and renewing our building in a variety of ways. We are continuing our efforts to seek and serve those in need in our community, nation, and world. And, we are listening for the Spirit’s
guidance regarding new opportunities to do so.
For all these reasons, please join me in supporting St. Thomas, as we head “Now into the World” and into the
new future God has in store for us.
Blessings,
Rev. Fran

Parish Financial Report

St. Thomas Fall 2018 Highlights
Saturday October 6th – Tuesday October 31st | Pumpkin Sales
10:00AM - 6:00PM Saturdays and 11:00AM – 7:00PM Sundays to Fridays on the Front Lawn
All money raised by the Pumpkin Patch is donated to our local outreach partners
Sunday, October 7th | Celebrate The Feast of St. Francis with the Blessing of the Animals
10:00 AM Outdoor Worship or Hudson Hall (if raining)
Join us as we celebrate the Feast of St. Francis and honor our animal companions
October 13th and October 14th | Stewardship Kick-off Weekend
Join us for worship at 5:00 PM, 8:00 AM, or 10:00 AM in the Sanctuary
Learn more about how St. Thomas’ goes NOW into the World
Mid-October to Mid-November | Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?
Watch for an opportunity to sign up for this fun social event
Have fun sharing a meal with fellow parishioners as a host or a guest
Saturday, October 27th | Monster Mash and Chili Cookoff
6:00 PM in Hudson Hall - Wear your costumes and bring some food to share
Mid-October to Mid-November | Thanksgiving Food Drive
Gather bags in the Narthex to support those who are hungry in our community through Second Story
November 17th and 18th | “Now into the World” Weekend
Worship at 5:00PM, 8:00AM or 10:00AM for the blessing of our financial pledges
Join us in Hudson Hall at 11:30 for a festive thanksgiving brunch
Mid-November to Mid-December | Angel Tree
Help provide Christmas gifts for local families in need through SHARE – located in Hudson Hall

The Episcopal Church Women: October 2018 Messenger
The Annual ECW December Fundraiser:
It's time to clean out closets and share the bounty! The St. Thomas ECW is having its annual "Treats &
Treasures” sale following the 10 a.m. service in Hudson Hall on Sunday, December 9.
All parishioners and friends are invited to donate new or gently used items that would make for welcome
holiday gifts. Popular donations include jewelry, serving ware, household items, decorative pieces,
games, toys, and items for the men in our lives. We would be interested in donations for either children
or adults. (Please note: Clothing and textiles, such as throw pillows and bedding items, will not be collected this year.)
As you are doing your Fall cleaning, please place your items aside because we will start collecting them in
November. If you have questions about donations, please contact Berta Smith at (703) 356-2568.
Of course, another highlight of the upcoming Treats & Treasures sale is the yummy baked goods we
offer. We are hoping to get donations from talented St. Thomas bakers of all ages! Please bring your
homemade baked goods (marked to indicate if they contain nuts) to Hudson Hall on Sunday, December
9, between 8 and 10 a.m.

Book Group News:
Don’t forget to place the following dates on your calendar for the balance of the 2018-2019 Book Group
season. If you have any questions, please contact Jane Pacelli at (703) 256-7834 or patchwork1@verizon.net.
Details about the October 17 gathering location will be forthcoming.
October 17, 2018: Discussion of “The Little Paris Bookshop” by Nina George.
November 15, 2018: Discussion of “Before We Were Yours” by Lisa Wingate.
December 12, 20187: Christmas dinner out and book exchange. (Location TBD).
January 16, 2019: Discussion of “Born a Crime” by Trevor Noah.
February 20, 2019: Discussion of “Being Mortal” by Atul Gawande.
March 20, 2019: Discussion of “Little Fires Everywhere” by Celeste Ng.
April 17, 2019: Discussion of “The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas.
With kindest regards, joy and blessings,
Becky Ventorini, ECW President

“The best way to pay for a lovely moment is to enjoy it.”
~ Richard Bach
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Community Outreach Thanksgiving Baskets
Second Story in the Community staff are increasingly noticing that the youth
attending our programs do not have access to adequate food in their homes.
To help these families who are in need, the staff would like to provide the
family of each young person in our programs with a Thanksgiving food basket. Each basket should contain enough items to feed six people and should
include the
following types of items:
Gift card for $10.00 or more to Safeway, Giant, or Shoppers for purchasing a
turkey/meat – please no fresh or frozen turkeys as we do not have any way to
refrigerate them;
Powdered gravy mix or a jarred / canned gravy;
Canned cranberry sauce;
Two types of canned vegetables;
Canned sweet potatoes / yams or a mashed potato mix;

Stuffing mix;
Canned fruit for dessert or a box dessert mix;
Shelf-stable UHT milk (such as Parmalat);
or additional money on the gift card to purchase milk to drink with the meal.
Bags, boxes or baskets of items should be marked as “Outreach Thanksgiving Baskets” and may be
delivered to St. Thomas’ Narthex by Sunday, November 18th, or to Second Story’s Admin office–
8221 Old Courthouse Rd, Ste 105 in Vienna, VA, by Wednesday, November 21st.
Second Story will accept donations any day of the week between 9am – 5pm.
Please do not forget to fill out a donation form!

Thank you for helping to ensure that the youth in our programs and their
families have a Thanksgiving meal!

MONSTER MASH CHILI COOK-OFF!
MONSTER MASH CHILI COOK-OFF!
Saturday, Oct. 27th — 5:30-7:30 pm
Saturday, Oct. 27th — 5:30-7:30 pm
Family Fun for Everyone!
Family Fun for Everyone!












Vote for your favorite Chili and the winner of our St. Thomas Top Chef Award!
Vote for your favorite Chili and the winner of our St. Thomas Top Chef Award!
Hot Dogs, Mac & Cheese, Corn Bread, Salad, and much more!
Hot Dogs, Mac & Cheese, Corn Bread, Salad, and much more!
Children’s Games and Music! Do the Limbo!
Children’s Games and Music! Do the Limbo!
Beer & Festive Beverages provided by Men Eating Breakfast!
Beer & Festive Beverages provided by Men Eating Breakfast!
Festive Desserts provided by St. Thomas’ Families!
Festive Desserts provided by St. Thomas’ Families!

Costumes Encouraged!
No Tickets
Tickets Required
Required for
for this
this Event!
Event!
No
Donations will
will be
be accepted
accepted at
at the
the Door!
Door!
Donations

***

See Sign-Up Sheet in Hallway to enter the Chili Contest or to provide a festive dessert.

We need YOU to make this event happen!

Or feel free to contact Judi Alexander at jalexander21@cox.net.

Please contact Rev. Fran by October 7th, or we will be taking it off for 2018!

8991 Brook Rd
McLean, VA 22102
703.442.0330
WWW.STTHOMASMCLEANVA.ORG

