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Pentecost – God’s gift of presence in the world  

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be pleasing to you O God 

my rock and my redeemer.  

Today, we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, considered the birthday of the Church. We 

wear red, we renew our baptismal vows, we celebrate in with red altar cloths, balloons. 

And we pray, Come, Holy Spirit! 

Pentecost was actually a Jewish feast, celebrated fifty days after Passover. As Jesus’ 

death and resurrection reconciled all to God at Easter, so Pentecost equips the faithful for 

God’s mission in the world through the presence and gifts of the Holy Spirit. And that is 

what we celebrate today, on this joyous feast, rife with wind and flame and Spirit.  

This is the specific moment in our Christian story where the Jesus movement caught fire, 

as we heard about in Acts. And everyone spoke in tongues, and understood one another. 

And while I have no doubt in the speaking in tongues took place, I also believe that the 

love of God transcends all language. As Fran reminded us last weekend, they will know 

we are Christians by our love.  

But love is hard. Following Jesus is hard, confusing at times. And we have so many 

mixed messages about what it means to be church in our own culture, in the “world” and 

the structures of the world that oppose the love of God, the message of Jesus – evidenced 

in the Gospel of wealth strong at work in our country, in the undergirding of racism in our 

American context, in claiming Jesus for political or economic gain that is far from what 

Jesus calls us to. And Jesus knew of the challenges of existing in this world – and he 

prayed about for the disciples, and for us in the Gospel we heard last week. 

But Jesus did not just leave us with a prayer and a kiss for good luck and send us on our 

way -nope –Because in addition to that beautiful, dense prayer, Jesus promises the 

disciples and us the gift of the Paraclete, the Advocate, the Holy Spirit. And he tells us 

that this entity will be with us – the word advocate means teacher, counselor, comfortor, 

and even defense attorney. Now, I have found that the Holy Spirit can get the short shrift 

as the third member of the trinity because we hear and know so much about God and 

Jesus.  

But our Christian story is imbued with the Spirit. We first heard of the Holy Spirit in the 

story of creation – God’s ruah/breath brought creation and order out of chaos; God’s ruah, 

breath brought life to the first humans…We hear about the Spirit in the Wisdom books, in 

the prophecies and teaching of our great prophets, and in the baptism of our Lord – the 

Bible is imbued with the Spirit, and our lives are, whether we recognize it or not. And I 



wonder sometimes that we can be so close to something, that we might not even realize 

just how at work the Holy Spirit is in creation, all the time. As we heard in Romans today, 

the Holy Spirit is groaning with all creation. It is what is holding all of us together in 

community, in the world, in creation. Because first and foremost, we are all God’s 

creatures.  

And as God’s beloved creatures, children, we are sealed with the Holy Spirit in our 

baptisms. And the role of the Spirit is to be our Advocate, our comforter, our counselor, 

the truth teller of our lives. It is given to us to help us pray, to communicate with God; to 

intercede in our weakness. It is the creative power that moves us to forgiveness or 

freedom or insight. It is the wisdom to help us recognize and call out the systems of 

oppression in this world – and act. It is the creative spirit that will renew the face of the 

earth.   

The Spirit at work, is always active, dynamic and present in a myriad of ways - through 

tears, through words, through presence, through nudges, moments of clarity, healing or 

wisdom. We have access to the Spirit at all times, in all situations – we only need to ask. 

And that is its own challenge – because I know I like to think I can do it alone – by now, 

gosh darnit, after all these years of seminary, formation, and ministry – but the reality and 

the truth is, I have never done it alone, and I have tanked when I have tried – maybe not 

immediately, but after a time, I lose focus, fall into crippling anxiety and fear. That is not 

the spirit; not accomplishing God’s dream for the world or myself.  

Jesus invites us to call upon the Holy Spirit to help us in weakness, and we are all weak, 

because we are human. Jesus knows us, and knows what we need. And the presence, the 

creativity of God is being called forth from each of us in every situation of our lives.  

We have experienced an incredibly difficult and painful year– full of isolation, loss, racial 

and economic injustice to name a few. We are all too aware of the limits of the world in 

which we live. And we stand poised, for the old to pass away, and the new to come forth, 

navigating what will happen next, what our community will look like, our worship, our 

relationships, our nation, as the height of the pandemic begins to slow, we have the 

advocate, the comfortor and the counselor, the speaker of truth to guide us, to welcome 

us, to shape us, and to guide the creative action of God into a better, more love centered 

world. The Spirit is always at work, in ways we might not fathom. Jesus knows our need. 

And he never leaves us to face them or anything in this world, alone.  

So, on this festival day, where we celebrate the birth of the Church, let us open ourselves 

to the Spirit and consider: Where have you seen the spirit at work in your own life, at St 

Thomas, in the larger community? Where might you invite the Spirit’s truth, wisdom, 

comfort or challenge into your hearts today to guide you to participation with God’s 

continued, creative action in your community? 

In a few moments, we will renew our baptismal vows, and I invite you, in preparation, to 

join me in a moment of prayer. Oh Holy Spirit, comfort us, counsel us, advocate for us, 

and reveal the truth we need to advocate for others. Renew each of us, and the face of the 



earth, that we may be enlivened, emboldened and on fire as we live out our Baptismal 

vows. Come, Holy Spirit, Come! 

 


