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Lately, I’ve been thinking about the Holy Spirit. Perhaps it’s because we have just celebrated Pentecost Sunday. I 
am actually writing my reflection on Monday May 21st, the day after Pentecost. Honestly, though, I believe that 
it’s more than that. I think I’ve been thinking about the Holy Spirit because I have sensed the Spirit’s presence 
strongly at St. Thomas – and I’m eager for us to discern the Spirit’s call for our future together. 
 
In my sermon on Pentecost Sunday, I talked about the first Pentecost. You can re-read the story in the Book of 
Acts (2:1-21) or click here.  I was drawn to the moment of transition in the story when the Spirit impelled the 
Disciples to get up out of their seats and go out into the world to share the story of Jesus. I told those gathered 
on Pentecost Sunday that I believe that St. Thomas is in its own Pentecost moment. The Spirit is among us, in-
spiring us to move into the future, sharing with others the story of Jesus – in word and action. 
 
How has the Spirit spoken to us?  
Since the beginning of Lent, more than forty of us have gathered together in Hope and Horizons conversations. 
In those conversations, people have named the things that define St. Thomas. And they shared their big dreams 
for our church. Our conversation was rich and varied. And there were some common themes around our minis-
try to children and youth, outreach, and evangelism. It’s my belief that the Holy Spirit is inspiring us through 
those Hope and Horizon conversations. 
 

Please note: I want to be certain that anyone who wants to participate in a Hope and Horizons conversation will 
get a chance to do so. Therefore, there four more options available to you. 

 
We will meet after the 10am service (space TBD) on Sunday June 3rd. Miss Nicole will stay after church to 

provide child care for all ages. Chuck Grimes will host our gathering. 
 
We will meet in the Parlor after the 8am service on Sunday June 10th. Cleta Raymond will host our        

gathering. 
 
We will meet in the Parlor after the 5pm service on Saturday June 16th. Toby Bush will host our gathering. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-21&version=NRSV


I will happily meet one on one, if none of these times suit your schedule. 
Send me an email at fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org to arrange a 
time. 
 
A Vestry member (or spouse) has taken notes at every Hope and Horizons 
conversation. I’m gathering those notes as a record of our hopes and 
dreams and the longings of our collective heart. At our Vestry retreat over 
the weekend of June 29-30, the Vestry will be using those hopes and 
dreams to set priorities for St. Thomas. My hope is that we will establish    
1-2 short-term goals, as well as some medium and long-term goals for the 
future of St. Thomas. And, it’s my firm belief that the Holy Spirit will use 
all the work we have done so far to guide and inspire us. 
 
What can we do in the meantime? 
Pray! Please pray! In the month between now and our Vestry retreat, I   
invite you to pray for St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church. Pray for our         
congregation and the people who call this place their church home. Pray 
for the Vestry as they prepare to discern the Holy Spirit’s inspiration at the 
retreat at the end of June. Pray for the future of St. Thomas’ Church. Ask 
the Spirit to inspire the Vestry, and all of us as a congregation, to be the 
church God is calling us to be. 
 
How shall I pray? 
Prayer doesn’t have to be fancy. Ask the Holy Spirit to inspire us a        
congregation and lead us into a new future. Perhaps before you get up in 
the morning, or before you go to sleep at night, you could simply pray, 
“Holy Spirit, inspire St. Thomas’ Church and lead us into the future you 
have set for us.” Or, “Holy Spirit, please guide the leadership of St.    
Thomas Church.”  
 
If you feel more comfortable with a set prayer, here are two options for 
you. I’ve adapted both of them from prayers I encountered on Iona during 
my time away: 
 

Holy Spirit of God, brooding over our congregation, laughing with 

the wind and rain, rising with the sun and settling amidst the stars, Be 

present here among us. 

 

For the morning light and its irresistible dawning, for your untameable 

utterances of life in boundless stretches of space and the strength of 

the waves of the sea, we give you thanks, O God. Release in us the 

power of your Spirit that our souls may be free and our spirits strong. 

Release in us the freedom of your Spirit, that we may be bridled by 

nothing but love, that we may be bridled only by love. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Rev. Fran 
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May the road rise up to meet 

you. May the wind be always at 

your back. May the sun shine 

warm upon your face; the rains 

fall soft upon your fields and 

until we meet again, may God 

hold you in the palm of     

His hand.  

 

-Traditional Gaelic Blessing 

mailto:fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org


The ECW Corner 
 

The ECW's annual spring fundraiser brightened Hudson Hall following the 10 a.m. service 
on May 6.  This year's event offered an array of pastries, breads, cookies and candies, nutty 
snacks and over-the-top desserts!  

Many thanks to the many skilled parish cooks and bakers who contributed items for the busy sale table.  The 
ECW also thanks those parishioners who purchased treats and who donated baked goods to local first respond-
ers.  The sale was a tremendous success and made for a lively coffee hour.  Proceeds will allow the ECW to       
support important outreach and inreach projects and continue the work of the St. Thomas’ kitchen renewal   
project. 

 

 

UTO Update: The ECW, which coordinates the St. Thomas' "blue box" ministry, would like to thank the con-
gregation for their generous donations to the 2018 UTO Spring Ingathering which raised $1,092 for mission and 
ministry projects around the world. Many, many thanks to everyone for pitching in! 

 

Our Next Meeting:  

Hope you'll mark your calendar for our next meeting after the summer break. We will kick off the fall season in 
Hudson Hall at 8:50 a.m. on Sunday, September 9.  Please plan to join us!  All women of the parish are members 
of the ECW, and we would love to see many of our newer parishioners join us and take part in the variety of 
activities that have become a part of the St. Thomas' community's rich legacy. 

 

With kindest regards, joy and blessings for a peaceful and relaxing summer, 

 

Becky Ventorini 

ECW President 

“If God is all you have, then you have all you need.”   

John 14:18  



Youth & Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Endings and Beginnings 
 
In May we celebrated our youth during the weekend of May 12-13.  We were blessed by a liturgical dance by Kate 
and Willa Knight which was accompanied by a video, rich with spiritual images, which Willa produced.  We heard 
a very thoughtful, sincere, honest homily by Emi Gardiner - a reflection which deeply touched all present.  Oliver 
Bush, Charlie Rhodes, and Mackenzie Ross read scripture to us and Hana Gardiner played two selections on the 
piano.  It was a beautiful weekend — a poignant reminder that our youth feel deeply about spiritual matters.  We 
would be wise to talk with them and listen to them often.  We are grateful to our valiant Sunday School teachers 
who impart weekly the love of Christ —they are:  Steve Wickman, Chuck Grimes, Eric ten Siethoff, Mary 
Knight, Jan Hamilton and Sue Power.  The devotion of these teachers to our children is beyond measure.   
 
As June begins, the winds of Pentecost have blown through, the disciples have been emboldened to serve in Je-
sus’ name and our liturgical year is beginning “Ordinary Time.”  Outside of church, the school year is coming to 
a close.  There is anticipation of a stretch of warm weather.  Academic work has been completed.  Pencils are 
down and books are closed for a while.   
 
As our valiant Sunday School Teachers take a break, we turn to the tradition of Children’s Church on Sunday 
mornings.  The children benefit from the musical leadership of Walter Koehler who plays his guitar.  I look for-
ward to experiencing this relaxed setting for Children’s Church.  It sounds like a lovely tradition.  
 
On June 3 we will have a graduation brunch for graduating high school seniors at 11:00 a.m. in Hudson Hall.  
Please join us and help celebrate the Class of 2018. They are: 
 

Skye Jannery Barney 
Emi Gardiner 

Kathryn Johnston 
Katie Faith Leonard 

Eliza Young 
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We will also recognize our rising seniors who will enter into their senior year of high school this coming Fall - the 
Class of 2019.   They are: 

Hallie Fairchild 
Molly Ferris 

Mari Gardiner 
Tommy Jacob 
Atticus Jacobs 

Katherine Johnston 
 
 

Please hold these young people and all our children in your prayers.  They will continue to be members of our 
community even if they aren’t present in our pews.  As the daily news stories tell us, the world can be a difficult 
place to navigate.  Pray for them as they set out for college.  Pray for joy in the journey and that they will carry 
the love of our congregation and Christ’s love with them wherever they go.   
 
Also, on June 17, Father’s Day will be our annual Parish Barbeque.  The church provides the burgers, and you are 
asked to bring a side dish for everyone to share.  Stay tuned for more announcements.  Tanya Coogan will be our 
coordinator for all things fun!  (Rumor has it that a water slide may be in our future!)  Come and share in the fun! 
 
God’s peace and happy summer, 
 
Jaime 

Flowers? Prayer List? Help! I can’t find the sheet?! 

With all the construction/demolition and chaos going around with the burst pipe—

you may be confused where the signups went!  

We have you covered!  

Signups for flowers and prayer lists are now on the website!  

www.stthomasmcleanva.org and you can always call the office.  



Senior Warden’s Report 

 

(Yet Another) Construction Update 

 

I know it has been over 4 months since the burst water pipe – but rest assured reconstruction is nigh. We are in 

the process of getting estimates for the work, which will not only restore our space, but will make our space much 

more usable.  At our June meeting, the vestry plans to consider the estimates and make decisions about how to 

proceed.  I expect that once the decisions are reached, the construction will take no more than about a month.  As 

mentioned before, the burst pipe is an opportunity to reimagine our space.  Several options are on the table: 

 

• Relocate the sexton’s closet from the kitchen to the current flower room 

• Repurpose the sexton’s closet for storage of kitchen/cleaning supplies 

• Move the sacristy from its current location to the current vesting room, and move the flower room to the cur-

rent sacristy space 

• Move the flower room into the vesting room, and rehab the current sacristy space 

 

In other news, many thanks to Jim Galloway and Jeff Crigler for replacing the fluorescent fixtures in Jaime’s office 

with new lighting, not only much easier on the eyes but also much easier to maintain.  

 

The recladding of the west wall and rebuilding of the outside cross is complete.  The stained glass windows on 

either side of the altar were cleaned, and new uv-resistant polycarbonate replaced the fogged plastic.  The nave is 

noticeably brighter now.   

 

Peace, 

Chuck 



Parish Financial Report 

 

 



A Word on the Bishop Suffragan Search from Bishop Shannon 

 

Dear Diocesan Family,  

I am writing to let you know that the Executive Board and I, with the knowledge and consent of the Standing 

Committee, have made the decision to end the ongoing search toward the election of a second bishop suffragan. 

This action is effective immediately.  

We have taken this extraordinary step for two fundamental reasons. First, over the past few months, serious    

questions have been brought forward by members of the diocesan staff having to do with the leadership and the 

culture among diocesan staff. As Bishop I must take full responsibility for this situation. Utmost in my priorities 

will be to ensure that all of us function well together. The crucial point as we face this reality is that this is not the 

time to introduce a new bishop into the diocesan system. Rather, it is much preferable to bring in the help we need 

to address the difficulties and identify ways that the staff as a culture and system can be become fully functional 

again. To this end, it is my hope to engage the services of the Lombard-Mennonite Peace Center, the leading 

church organizational consultant group in the country, to work with us. I have been in touch with the Presiding 

Bishop's office about our situation and the possibilities to address it, and we have been advised that they are in full 

agreement with our decision. I am confident we will succeed in the tasks before us because our staff is a talented 

group and each person is deeply committed to the Church, to this Diocese and to building up the Kingdom of 

God.  

Secondly, now reaching age 60 with 30 years of service in the Episcopal Church (eleven years as a bishop in      

Virginia), I have begun to look more seriously about retiring earlier than I had originally planned. I am acutely 

aware that my wife Ellen is several years my senior and we want to be able to enjoy an active retirement together. 

At this point in our marriage, it is important to consider how we take care of ourselves. Of course, there is a great 

deal of research and consultation to do to determine readiness for retirement, all requiring much prayerful        

consideration. In looking at my options, I am no longer as certain as before that I can promise working another 

five years with a new suffragan as I had said I would be able to do.  

I am most grateful for the hard and faithful work of our Search/Nominating Team, headed by Diane Miller, with 

whom I have discussed the present quandary. Now, it seems clear enough to me that with so much to consider, the 

wiser course may well be to let these concerns work their way through and then we will be able to reach the better 

decision for diocesan leadership. I believe that the decision reached by our Executive Board and Standing       

Committee reflects not only great discretion but also takes the long view, which can often be a very difficult thing 

to do. For my part, I remain absolutely confident in the stability and abilities of this diocese to take a step back for 

a better perspective when needed, and I ask for your continued prayers as we do the work we are called to do. 

 

Faithfully yours,   

 

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston 
XIII Bishop of Virginia 



Shrine Mont 2018 
Please join the St. Thomas family for another wonderful experience at Shrine Mont. There will be plenty of       

opportunities for both quiet and social times throughout the weekend.  

 

Weather you are seeking some relaxation from the intense Northern Virginia life or a bit of quiet time to rest in 

God. Moments at Shrine Mont can meet and exceed those needs of body, mind and spirit.  

 

 

 

Please consider joining us September 28-30, 2018. Signup forms are located in the Narthex and can be returned to 

the church office with your deposit. PLEASE REGISTER BY JUNE 15th . If you have any questions please 

contact Cindy Hargroves at  cindy.hargroves@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration Forms Can Be Found in the Narthex 

Retreat Rates 



Bible Study 
 

In June, we will complete our study on The Stewardship of  Time. Join us as we meet at 9 Sunday 
mornings in Hudson Hall. We’d love to have you! 

 

Here’s our schedule: 

 

June 3 

The Kingdom of  God and Government: An Introduction to The Sermon on the Mount 

Matthew 5:1-20 

 

June 10 

In Sexist, Racist Palestine: Jesus Creates Shalom 

John 4:1-42 

 

June 17 

The Meaning and Practice of  Sabbath 

Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 20:12-17, 31:16-17; Deuteronomy 5:12-15, 15:1-15; Mark 2:23-28 

 

June 24 

Our Concluding Class 

The Stewardship of  Time: Worship, Community, Mission of  Justice and Shalom, Sabbath  

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. David Smith 



     1 2 

3 

Brunch For 

Graduating & 

Rising Seniors 

11AM 

Hope & Horizons 

11:30AM—

Library 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

Men Eating 

Breakfast 

7:45AM 

10 

 

Hope & Horizons 

9AM—Parlor 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

 

Hope & Horizons 

6PM—Parlor 

Father’s Day 17 

 

Parish BBQ  
Picnic & Fun Day 

11AM 

18 

 

Vestry Meeting 

7PM 

19 20 

 

Messenger 

Deadline 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 

 

 

28 29 30 

Vestry Retreat 

June 2018 

Kat out on vacation 
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__Cooking Oil 

__Ground Coffee 

__Ketchup 

__Granola Bars/Crackers 

__Jam/Jelly 

__Flour 

__Sugar 

__Pasta 

__Pasta Sauce 

__Beans 

__Rice 

__Canned Fruit 

 

__Canned Veggies 

__Mac & Cheese 

__Breakfast Cereal 

__100% Juice 

__Diapers 

__Wipes 

__Toilet Paper 

__Laundry Detergent 

__Feminine Hygiene  

__Shampoo/Conditioner 

__Soap/Body Wash 

__Deodorant  

SHARE of McLean could use a 

few things for their pantry too... 


