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Pentecost
Did you know that Easter is not just
a day? Easter is one of the seasons
in our church year. It begins on
Easter Sunday (the Feast of the Resurrection) and lasts for seven weeks.
The Easter season concludes on
Pentecost Sunday.
Pentecost takes its name from the
Greek word Pentēkostē which means
fiftieth – because it is the fiftieth
day after Easter Sunday. Pentecost
is one of the great feast days in our
church calendar, ranking in importance with Christmas, Easter,
and All Saints Day.
Pentecost is sometimes known as
the birthday of the church. It marks
that moment (described in the 2nd
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles
2:1-21) when the Jesus movement
transformed from being a small

group of Jesus’ followers, locked
away in fear of those who killed Jesus, to a fearless group of evangelists.
Picture the moment. Those early
followers of Jesus had gathered together in a locked room to celebrate
the Jewish Feast of Weeks (also

called Pentecost in Greek, fifty days
after Passover). Suddenly they heard
a sound like a rushing wind, and the
Holy Spirit descended on them appearing on each head like a tongue
of fire.
They were propelled out of their
hiding place and into the public
square by the Spirit. Miraculously,
they were able to address Jews gathered from around the known world,
each in their native tongue. They
began to give witness to God’s
power, revealed through the life and
death of Jesus. Not understanding
what they were witnessing, those
gathered assumed that the disciples
were drunk! Then, Peter began to
speak to those who had gathered.
Remember Peter? He was the one
who, on the last night of Jesus’ life,
denied knowing Jesus because he
Continued on page 2
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was so afraid! No longer fearful, inspired by the Holy Spirit, Peter
quoted the prophet Joel to describe
God’s transforming power through
Jesus.

Almighty God, on this day you opened the
way of eternal life to every race and nation
by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit:
Shed abroad this gift throughout the world
by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may
And what happened next? Those
reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus
listening were so moved that they
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
were baptized immediately. On that you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
day, about 3000 people were bapGod, for ever and ever. Amen. [The Coltized and became followers of Jesus! lect of the Day for Pentecost Sunday
It’s my contention that without that – The Book of Common Prayer]
first Pentecost, we might not be
here. It was that powerful moveBlessings,
ment of the Spirit that finally trans- Rev. Fran
formed both Jesus’ first followers
and the movement we now call
Christianity. To me, that’s worth
celebrating!
Pentecost is what’s called a
moveable feast, meaning that it’s
date isn’t tied to one particular day
(as opposed to Christmas, which is
always December 25). This year, fifty days following Easter falls on May
20.
We will celebrate Pentecost following several traditions. First, all are
invited to wear RED to church on
Pentecost Sunday. Red reminds us
of the tongues of flame that symbolized the Spirit on that first Pentecost. We will also hear portions on
the Acts reading in a variety of languages, symbolizing that moment
when those gathered from around
the known world were able to understand the disciples in their own
languages. And, we’ll decorate the
church in ways that remind us of the
Spirit and of the Spirit’s fire.
Join me in giving thanks for the gift
of the Holy Spirit, who continues to
guide and inspire the Church and
our lives.
The Rev. Fran Gardner‐Smith

The ECW Corner
Calling all St. Thomas' Bakers!
The ECW's Spring Fundraiser will be Sunday May 6th and the only component of this
fundraiser will be our ever popular Bake Sale!
We are blessed with so many talented bakers within our church family: if you are able
to make a homemade contribution of any kind for that day, we'd so appreciate it! As
you know, the ECW most recently has been refurbishing the Church Kitchen with a
big new refrigerator and fresh paint, and we have more that we'd like to do in there.
Your contributions to our Bake Sale go directly to these Inreach projects, as well as to
our continuing Outreach (like Casting for Recovery and other charitable organizations).
Please feel free to bake anything that you'd like… sweet or savory, chef's choice! Here
are some ideas of things that have sold well in the past:
Breads, rolls, cornbread
breads (or similar)
Savory crackers
Whole pies
Small layer cakes

Zucchini, pumpkin, banana
Granola
Cupcakes
Cookies (any kind!)

Please mark all of your baked goods as to whether they have nuts or not.
We'll need your item(s) dropped off on Sunday morning May 6th, prior to the 10:00 service. If your item 'holds'
well, you may drop it off on Saturday in the kitchen as long as it's clearly marked for the sale.
Thanks in advance!
Mary Lee Montfort, Bake Sale Secretary
Diane Ferris, Head Bake Table Lady

United Thank Offering:
The ECW would like to thank the St. Thomas Family for all of your generous donations to the Spring UTO
Ingathering. The total amount collected is still being processed, but know that 100% of your donations go to
very worthy and needed causes.

Book Group News:
Below is the date of the last Book Group gathering of the spring which will be on Wednesday, May 16 for the
Salad Supper & Book Exchange hosted at the home of Dolly Mastrangelo. If you have any questions, please
contact Jane Pacelli at (703) 256-7834 or patchwork1@verizon.net.
The ECW Book Group meets the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 pm and is open to all the women in
the church.
Continued on page 5

Youth & Family

Come and celebrate the
wonderful young people in our
church on the weekend of May
12-13. On Saturday Evening,
May 12 at 5:00 p.m. Willa
Knight will present her original
video (it’s really beautiful) in
place of an traditional sermon.
You are guaranteed to be
inspired as you watch it!
During the 10:00 service on
Sunday, May 13, our young
people will act as speakers,
ushers, lectors, and musicians.
Parents, look for an email from
me about how your children
might participate in this joyful
celebration of all things
YOUNG!

to prepare lessons and open
their hearts, never quite knowing how many children will be
in the room. Flexible, stalwart,
ingenious, and patient they are
invaluable to the life of the
parish. Mark your calendars for
May 20 and let’s all thank them
together!

October and follow our classes
with Service Pilgrimages in the
Spring of 2019. The Service
Pilgrimages (to local service
organizations) will be a
practical application of what
we’ve discussed and learned in
the Fall. The bishop’s visitation
schedule be published in early
September 2018 for visits after
Another date to keep in mind January 2019 and that schedule
is June 3 when we will celewill determine when the
brate our rising and graduating confirmation ceremony will
high school seniors during a
take place.
special brunch at coffee hour.
We want to rejoice in the
With joy in anticipation of the
accomplishments of the
celebrations,
graduating seniors and let them
know we stand with them as
Rev. Jaime
they set sail for new shores.
The following Sunday, May 20, For the rising seniors we will
will be Pentecost. Please plan seek to assure them that during
to wear something red to
the difficulties of senior year,
remind us of the fire of the
as they apply to colleges and
Holy Spirit. I’ve heard that red universities, that we will hold
balloons are a tradition at St.
them in prayer and support
Thomas and the sanctuary will them as they edge closer to full
be decorated accordingly. We independence as adults. Please
will also recognize the folks
plan to join in the celebration!
who have served as Sunday
School Teachers this past year. Finally, in planning for this
Please help us thank the
Fall, Rev. Fran and I would like
dedicated teachers who have
to know if your child is
volunteered their time to serve interested in exploring
God's church by teaching and Confirmation of Faith in the
guiding our children. I am
Episcopal Church. We will
astounded by their steadfast
schedule classes for instruction The Rev. Jaime Leonard
presence and joyful willingness and discussion beginning in

Our next ECW meeting:
Please mark your calendar for Sunday, May 20, for the next ECW meeting which will be held at 8:50 am in
Hudson Hall.
ECW is a wonderful way to experience being in a community together with gladness of heart and a lightness of
spirit. The creative activities we work on bring a level of joy to us all and the parish at large, while importunately
we raise money for Inreach and Outreach projects in the process. All women of the congregation are members
of the ECW and are encouraged to participate in the numerous offerings and activities that have become such a
rich legacy of the St. Thomas community. If you are relatively new to this parish and have not gotten on our distribution list to receive specific emails about ECW meetings and activities, please send me your email address so
we can include you.
With kindest regards, joy, and blessings,
Becky Ventorini, ECW President

“Wherever you go, no matter the weather, always bring your own SUNSHINE.“
Anonymous

Flowers? Prayer List? Help! I can’t find the sheet?!
With all the construction/demolition and chaos going around with the burst pipe—
you may be confused where the signups went!

We have you covered!
Signups for flowers and prayer lists are now on the website!
www.stthomasmcleanva.org and you can always call the office.

Music Notes
When my very Presbyterian grandmother came to visit my mom and attended worship at mom’s Episcopal
church, she always complained afterwards. “All those different books, and I never know whether I’m supposed to
stand or sit or kneel!” In those days, “all those books” were just the prayer book and hymnal.
As you’ve noticed, the Episcopalians have published several supplements to the standard blue hymnal, formally known as The Hymnal 1982. That hymnal was actually first published in 1984, but in 1981, the church had
also put out a new supplement, Lift Every Voice and Sing: an African-American Hymnal, gathering spirituals, hymns,
and gospel songs from the rich black tradition. In 1993, LEVAS (as it’s known) was revised and re-published, and
that’s the version that we have now. Then in 1997, another supplement, Wonder, Love, and Praise, was released. WLP
(as it’s known) contains a wide variety of music, old and new, some of it borrowed from LEVAS.
Earlier this year, I wrote a little note about how we had removed the green hymnals (WLP) and replaced
them with the red hymnals (LEVAS). Reverend Fran and I talked about it some more and decided that we’d like
to have all three available every Sunday. We are mindful that a visitor might well find this confusing, and all of us
should be on the lookout if someone is fumbling with various books or staring at the bulletin with furrowed brow.
Music is one of the glorious traditions of the Episcopal church, and part of that tradition is the introduction of
new music, and our multiple hymnals show that we are maintaining that tradition.
Most of the supplemental hymnals in our pews were donated in memory of Rob Everhart, a dearly
remembered parishioner and talented musician.
If you think two supplemental hymnals are too many, you should know that still more have come out: El
Himnario (1998) for Spanish-speaking congregations; and Voices Found (2003), a collection of hymns by, for, and
about women. If that’s not enough, committees are being formed to come up with a replacement for The Hymnal
1982. It’s been more than 30 years, and the previous hymnal was from 1940, so it’s about time.
What do you think? Should we come up with a brand-new hymnal to replace the old one and its four supplements? Continue to release supplemental books only? Or do away with the whole idea and project the words on
the wall with PowerPoint?
In the meantime, I hope you find our exploration of new service music and hymns to be rewarding.
~Walter

The Stewardship of Time
As members of God’s family, what are we to devote our lives to? How are we to live so that our lives are centered
in God and our actions reflect who God is? How are we to steward our time in a way that honors God?
In our Bible studies on Sunday morning, we have been learning about the priorities of one of the Bible’s core
themes, namely, the kingdom of God. We’ve seen how that central theme is played out against the backdrop of
major empires in the ancient world: Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Greece and Rome. Living in what authors
Rainey and Notley call “the tiny postage stamp” of Israel, the Land Bridge between these empires, God’s people
experience oppression repeatedly.
The kingdom of God plays out against the backdrop of these empires. The kingdom of God is not some spiritual
retreat safely isolating itself from the ways of empire. It is the alternative that calls into question the values and
oppression of empires—an alternative created by the God who frees slaves. As we see in Christ, this is not a God
who safely isolates himself but who frees the oppressed at the cost of his life.
Join us as we meet at 9 Sunday mornings in Hudson Hall. We’d love to have you!
Here’s our schedule:
May 13
When God is Worshipped: Openness, Humility and Justice
Isaiah 1:11-17 and 6:1-13
May 20—We meet in the Parlor today
In Roman Occupied Galilee: Jesus Forms an Alternative Community
Matthew 4: 12-5:16; Galatians 3:27-28
May 27—No Class
June 3
In Sexist, Racist Samaria: Jesus Creates Shalom
John 4:1-42
June 10
The Meaning and Practice of Sabbath
Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 20:12-17, 31:16-17; Deuteronomy 5:12-15, 15:1-15; Mark 2:23-28
June 17
The Stewardship of Time: Worship, Community, Mission of Justice and Shalom, Sabbath
Our Concluding Class
~Rev. Dr. David Smith

Parish Financial Report

Update from the Senior Warden
I wanted to give everyone an update on the status of our reconstruction efforts. First, reconstruction has begun on the exterior wall of the nave, where time and weather have taken their toll on our siding and cross. By
the end of the week, we should have new siding, a rebuilt cross, and new glazing over the stained-glass windows. Once the construction is complete, we will paint the rest of the exterior of the church.
Our second reconstruction was prompted by January’s burst water pipe. Though I wish it had not happened,
it did give us an opportunity to rethink how we use our space at St. Thomas. By May’s vestry meeting, I hope
to have a solid estimate for our reconstruction plan, not only to restore the surfaces damaged by the flood, but
also to relocate the sacristy to share space in the current vesting room and relocate the flower room to the former sacristy space. We also plan to move the sexton’s closet from the kitchen to the former flower room
space. Restoration efforts attributed to the flood will be covered by insurance, and I am hopeful that costs for
relocating the sacristy, flower room, and sexton’s closet can be covered by our property reserve.
Our last major construction effort in 1999 gave us new education and office space, and Hudson Hall and increased kitchen space, to better accommodate the growing St. Thomas community. Nearly 20 years later, our
remodeling efforts, along with the recent refresh of the nave, will help strengthen our community.
~Chuck Grimes

Vestry News
At our Vestry meeting on Monday April 16,
the Vestry discussed our overall vision for the
use of our buildings. We affirmed a decision
made by the Vestry several years ago to pursue
opportunities to rent our space, in order to
help to fund the mission we believe that God
is calling us to. Namely, we are called to partner
with local non-profits serving children, youth,
and families in our communities and to support their work with our bodies and our financial resources.
The Vestry also worked to finalize the lease for
McLean Preschool for 2018-2019 (now signed)
and resolved to form an Audit committee
(thanks to Deborah Forbes, Chair, Dr. David
Smith, Susan Burk).

Glory Falls
By Maya Angelou
Glory falls around us
as we sob
a dirge of
desolation on the Cross
and hatred is the ballast of
the rock
which his upon our necks
and underfoot.
We have woven
robes of silk
and clothed our nakedness
with tapestry.
From crawling on this
murky planet's floor
we soar beyond the
birds and
through the clouds
and edge our waays from hate
and blind despair and
bring horror
to our brothers, and to our sisters cheer.
We grow despite the
horror that we feed
upon our own
tomorrow.
We grow.
Pied Beauty
By Gerard Manley Hopkins, SJ
Glory be to God for dappled things –
For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow;
For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches’ wings;
Landscape plotted and pieced – fold, fallow, and
plough;
And áll trádes, their gear and tackle and trim.
All things counter, original, spare, strange;
Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?)
With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim;
He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change:
Praise him.

Life at St. Thomas

2018

May
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

Saturday
4

5

5PM H.E. Rite II

6

7

8

9

10

11

8AM H.E. Rite II
10AM H. E. Rite II
11AM ECW
Bakesale &
Fundraiser

7:45 AM Men
Ea ng Breakfast

*no Bible Study

13

12

5PM H.E. Rite II

14

15

16

17

18

19

8AM H.E. Rite II
9AM—Bible Study
10AM H. E. Rite II

5PM H.E. Rite II

20

21

22

PENTECOST

23

24

5PM H.E. Rite II

7:00PM Vestry
Mee ng

8AM H.E. Rite II
10AM H. E. Rite II

28

Memorial Day
Oﬃce Closed

*no Bible Study

26

Messenger
Submission
Deadline

8AM H.E. Rite II
9AM—Bible Study
10AM H. E. Rite II

27

25

29

30

31

Have events for
the calendar?
Have news
items, poetry or
art for the
Messenger?
Submit them by
May 23 to
appear in the
next Issue!
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SHARE of McLean could use a
few things for their pantry too...

__Cooking Oil

__Canned Veggies

__Ground Coffee

__Mac & Cheese

__Ketchup

__Breakfast Cereal

__Granola Bars/Crackers

__100% Juice

__Jam/Jelly

__Diapers

__Flour

__Wipes

__Sugar

__Toilet Paper

__Pasta

__Laundry Detergent

__Pasta Sauce

__Feminine Hygiene

__Beans

__Shampoo/Conditioner

__Rice

__Soap/Body Wash

__Canned Fruit

__Deodorant

