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Welcome to St. Thomas! We are so glad that you are here with us. If you are new
to our community, we invite you to fill out a welcome card located in the pew
rack in front of you, and either place it in the offering plate or hand it to a priest.

We also invite you to stay with us for coffee hour after the service.

THE WORD OF GOD
Welcome The Rev. Will Drosos
Introit Morning Has Broken #8 Hymnal 1982
Procession Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks to the Risen Lord #178 Hymnal 1982
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The descant may be sung after stanzas 3 and 4.
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Words: Donald I'ishel (b. 1950). Copyright & 1973, The Word ol God. All Rights Reserved. P.O. Box 8617, Ann Arbor, M1
48107. Music: Afleluia No. 1, Donald Fishel (b. 1950); arr. Betty Pulkingham (b. 1928), Charles Mallory {(b. 1950} and George
Mims (b. 1938). Melody Copyright € 1973, The Word of God. All Rights Reserved. P.0). Box 8617, Ann Arbor, MI 48107,

The Acclamation
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.

Song of Praise Alleluia, alleluia!

Amen.

#191 Hymnal 1982
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Words: Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885), all. Music: Lux eoi, Arthur Seymour Sullivan (1842-1900).

The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread:
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson Acts 9:1-20
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he
was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around
him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?" He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "l am Jesus, whom you
are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do." The
men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw
no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing;
so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without
sight, and neither ate nor drank.

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
"Ananias." He answered, "Here | am, Lord." The Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the
street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At
this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and
lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight." But Ananias answered, "Lord, | have
heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem;
and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name." But the
Lord said to him, "Go, for he is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before
Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; | myself will show him how much he
must suffer for the sake of my name." So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his
hands on Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way
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here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he
got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 30 (we will pray Psalm 30 responsively by half verse)

1 1 will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up *
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
2 O Lord my God, | cried out to you, *
and you restored me to health.
3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; *
you restored my life as | was going down to the grave.
4 Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; *
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.
5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, *
his favor for a lifetime.
6 Weeping may spend the night, *
but joy comes in the morning.
7 While | felt secure, | said, "I shall never be disturbed. *
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains."
8 Then you hid your face, *
and | was filled with fear.
9| cried to you, O Lord; *
| pleaded with the Lord, saying,
10 "What profit is there in my blood, if | go down to the Pit? *
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; *
O Lord, be my helper."
12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; *
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.
13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; *
O Lord my God, | will give you thanks for ever.

The Second Lesson Revelation 5:11-14
A reading from the Revelation to John.

| looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living
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creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,
singing with full voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!"

Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and
all that is in them, singing, "To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing
and honor and glory and might forever and ever!"

And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell down and worshiped.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Words: John Macleod Campbell Crum (1872-1958), alt, From The Oxford Book of Carols, Copyright © 1964, Oxtord University
Press. Music: Noél nowvelet, medieval French carol; harm. Marcel Dupré (1886-1971); adapt. Roy F. Kehl (b. 1935); alternative
accompaniment George Mims (b. 1938). Copyright © Alphense Leduc. Adapt. Copyright © Roy F. Kehl. Acc. Copyright ©
George Mims.

The Gospel John 21:1-19

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself
in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael
of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to
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them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was
Jesus. Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered him,
"No." He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some."
So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish.
That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that
it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But
the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from
the land, only about a hundred yards off.

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus
said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter went
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and
though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have
breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew
it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with
the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was
raised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you
love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that | love you." Jesus said
to him, "Feed my lambs." A second time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love
me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that | love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my
sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt
because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you
know everything; you know that | love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. Very truly, |
tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you
wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will
fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go." (He said this to
indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, "Follow

me.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Caroline Mitchell
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.




We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Kneeling as you are able, in joy and hope, let us pray to God.

That our risen Savior may fill the church with the joy of his glorious and life-giving
resurrection, especially Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Mark, Gayle, and Bud, our Bishops;
Fran, Will, Caroline, Lori, Rishabh, Mary and Nicole, our staff; Beth, our Seminarian; the
teachers at the Early Learning Center; and the Vestry and Officers of St. Thomas,

we pray: Hear our prayer.

We are all one church united in prayer; we pray for all those who are isolated and
persecuted; we name truth in the face of lies; we create room for grief in the face of denial;
and we free space in our souls for hope. We seek God's guidance to ground us in all
discernment. We pray: Hear our prayer.

That God will grant us humility to be subject to one another in Christian love, especially all
those in positions of public trust, Donald, our president, Glenn, our Governor, the officials
of Fairfax County, and those whom you would name [pause], we pray: Hear our prayer.

That God will provide for those who lack food, work or shelter, we pray: Hear our prayer.

That by God’s power, war and famine may cease through all the world, especially in those
places you would name [pause], we pray: Hear our prayer.




That God will reveal the light of his presence to those who are sick or suffering in any way,
especially Ethan, Vincent, Yusuf, Emily and Dave, Lynn, Andrew, Jan, Caroline, Jackie,
Betsy, Enriqo, Karen, Tricia, Cathy, Erin, Andy, Diane, Alison, and those whom you would
name [pause], we pray: Hear our prayer.

That, according to Jesus’ promise, all who have died in the faith of the resurrection may be
raised on the last day, especially those whom you would name [pause], we pray:
Hear our prayer.

We name these blessings: Jan Grimes, Emily Armitage, Dan Wicks, and all those celebrating
birthdays this week; all those celebrating wedding anniversaries this week; and all those
blessings you would name [pause].

In the name of the risen Christ, we give thanks: Alleluia!

Holy God, send the fire of your Holy Spirit upon us, so that we may bear faithful witness to
Christ’s resurrection, we pray: Hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought us into
the kingdom of your Son: grant that, as his death has recalled us to life, so his continual
presence in us may raise us to eternal joy; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Adapted from Common Worship — Church of England by The Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith

Together let us pray for St Thomas Church.

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified,
hear our prayer for St Thomas, build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life
according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one that together we may
grow as a church in the spiritual strength of community and reach out to include all
people in Christ’s love, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you

Following the exchange of peace in the church, peace is exchanged with the congregation on Zoom.

The Offertory

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. For
everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are
exalted as head over all. 1 Chronicles 29:11

It’s Easy to Give Electronically to St. Thomas
Scan the QR code, or visit the GIVING page on the St. Thomas website:
https://stthomasmcleanva.org/giving/donate.
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Offertory Anthem Oh Holy City, Seen of John William Roger Price

O holy city, seen of John,

Where Christ the Lamb, doth reign,
Within whose foursquare walls shall come
No night, nor need, nor pain,

And where the tears are wiped from eyes
That shall not weep again.

Give us, O God, the strength to build
The city that hath stood
too long a dream, whose laws are love,
Whose crown is servanthood,
And where the sun that shineth is
God’s grace for human good.

Already in the mind of God
That city riseth fair:

Lo, how its splendor challenges
The souls that greatly dare;
Yea, bids us seize the whole of life
And build its glory there.

The Doxology (to the tune of “All Creatures of Our God and King”) #400 Hymnal 1982
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below, Alleluia, Alleluia
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
O praise Him, O praise Him, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Gluten free wafers are available on request. We will not have a healing minister during communion, but
if you desire prayers for healing, you can see Rev. Will, Rev. Caroline, or Beth after church.

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer D
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living
and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and
source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created
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them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before
you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you

unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we

acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing:

Sanctus: #858 Wonder, Love, and Praise
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for
salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to
be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us,
yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners,
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and,
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he
sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me." After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand,
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this
bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God
and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen.

The Fraction — #866 Wonder, Love, and Praise
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Music: Owen Burdick (b. 1954). Copyright © 1997 Trinity Episcopal Church.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

A note about the distribution of the Eucharist:

We offer both the common cup and a cup for intinction. If you would like to receive by
intinction, please go the left side of the altar rail and the presiding priest will dip the bread
in the cup for you. If you would like to sip from the common cup, please go to the right side
of the altar rail where the bread and the cup will be offered separately.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion on Zoom

While some are receiving communion at church, those worshiping on Zoom say the following prayer:
My Jesus, | believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament. | love you above all
things and | desire you in my soul. Since | cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at
least spiritually into my heart. As though you were already there, | embrace you and
unite myself wholly to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
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Communion Hymn

Unison or harmony

Come Away to the Skies, My Beloved

#213 Hymnal 1982
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4 let us nev - cr-morc part, till  we meet at the feast of the Lamb.__

5 hal-le - In - jah a - gain, sing, all heav-en, and fall at his feet.
e

gt

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788). Music: Middiehury, melody from The Sowthern Harmorny, 1835; harm. Jack W. Burnam (b.
1946); alt. ace. Marilyn ). Keiser (b. 1941). Harmonization Copyright © 1984, Jack W. Burnain.

Post-communion Prayer for a Multi-located Congregation

Let us pray. God of abundance, we gather as your faithful people near and far. We believe
you are present with us as we are united with Christ and one another in prayer and
sacrament. We thank you for feeding all of us with your love and for making us one with
all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of
Christ our Savior. Amen. Written by the Rev. Dorota Wright-Pruski, adapted by the Rev. Will Drosos
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The Blessing
May the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great

Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and
remain with you always. Amen.

Announcements

The Recessional Hymn can be found on Page 16

The Dismissal
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia!

Postlude Variations on Paderborn

Worship Participants

Presider Rev. Will Drosos

Preacher Rev. Caroline Mitchell

Acolyte Will Ferris

Altar Guild Jeanne Rorke

Flower Guild Louise Armitage & Sarah
Thompson

Digital Verger Jeff Crigler

Lector & Intercessor Cleta Raymond

Eucharistic Ministers Becky Ventorini & Beth Clarke

Usher Jan Hamilton

Fellowship Hour A special coffee hour to
celebrate Beth!

MAY VESTRY PERSON
Mollie Regan
mollieregan@verizon.net
954-778-7252
Questions, comments, concerns, compliments, all welcome.
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Recessional Hymn Alleluia, Sing to Jesus!

#460 Hymnal 1982
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2 near us, faith be - lieves, nor ques - tions  how: though the
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1 might y flood; Je - sus out of ev - ery
2 days were o’er, shall our hearls for - get his
3 plead for me, where the songs of all the
4 great High  Priest: thou on earth both  Priest and
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1 na tion hath re - deemed us by his blood.
2 prom - ise, “1 am with you ev - er - more’?
3 sin less sweep a - cross the crys - tal sea.
4 Vic - tim in the eu - cha - ris - tic feast.
5 na tion hath re - deemed us by his bleod.
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Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898). Music: Hyfivdol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (181 1-1887).
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PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS CHURCH

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified.
Hear our prayer for St. Thomas: build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life
according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one, that together we may grow
as a church in the spiritual strength of community, and reach out to include all people in Christ’s
love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MINISTERS

The Baptized Faithful of St. Thomas Episcopal Church
The Most Rev. Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop

The Rt. Rev. E. Mark Stevenson, Bishop

The Rt. Rev. Gayle E. Harris, Assistant Bishop

The Rt. Rev. James Joseph “Bud” Shand, Visiting Bishop

The Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith, Rector

The Rev. William Drosos, Associate Rector
The Rev. Dr. Caroline Mitchell, Assisting Priest
Dr. Lori Lind, Minister of Music

(ON SABBATICAL)

513-638-8800 — will.drosos@stthomasmcleanva.org
970-417-8417 — kfshplp@gmail.com

443-226-8270 — lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org

Ms. Beth Clarke, Seminarian

THE VESTRY

Melinda Fairchild Senior Warden
Rick Howe Junior Warden
Chris Forward

Mollie Regan

Lynne Montgomery
Chris Johnston
Anne Spear

Jim Ventorini

Alan Thode

OTHER LEADERS

David Alton Smith
Pat Smith

Steve Wickman
Becky Ventorini

Register

Treasurer
Diocesan Delegate
Alternate Delegate

STAFF

Rishabh Bajekal Parish Administrator
Mary Cyrus Accountant

Nicole Warga Cribbery Caregiver

602-463-5289 — eclarke@vts.edu

meldavid7815@gmail.com
rhowelaw @gmail.com
christine.m.forward@gmail.com
mollieregan@verizon.net
Ikrmontgomery@gmail.com
christopher.a.johnston@gmail.com

amspear@yahoo.com
jventorini@cox.net
afthode@hotmail.com

dapy.smith@gmail.com
pysmith51@gmail.com
wickmansb@msn.com
beckyventorini@gmail.com

Rishabh.bajekal@stthomasmcleanva.org

accountant@stthomasmcleanva.org

ncwarga00@hotmail.com
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571-393-8544
202-390-4412
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The Skinny at S$t. Thomas
May 4th, 2025

More information about many of these
events can be found on the
Announcements page on our website.
Scan the QR code fo see them.
++++++++++++++H R

Coffee Hour for Beth After Church Today
Please join us in Hudson Hall after the service today
for a special coffee hour celebrating our
Seminarian, Beth Clarke, whose academic year is
wrapping up. It will be hosted by Beth's Lay Support
Committee, chaired by Jean Howe.
+++++++++++++ A+

United Thank Offering Update
Thank you to the St. Thomas community for a very
successful United Thank Offering Ingathering, From
the high visibility of the *Mighty Mite Box™ in the
Narthex whose design and construction was led by
Ray Raymond, to the testimonies of gratitude
expressed by our youth and those written and
placed in our large blue box, we raised awareness
of UTO and raised over $1,000! Included in the
amount raised for UTO is the $250 winning bid by
Jan Grimes for the coverlet donated by Barbara
Wicks. We learned how a UTO grant was utilized to
construct the first secondary school for girls in an
area of Tanzania. Our clergy incorporated prayers
for UTO into our liturgy and | hope that some of you
joined me in receiving a daily text message of
gratitude from the National UTO Center throughout
Lent. While your donations are immensely helpful
toward meeting humanitarian needs worldwide,
learning the discipline of expressing gratifude is
rewarding to our health and mental health and to
our faith practice. This month's National UTO
Newsletter profiled the work of our youth in creating
the Mighty Mite Box whose visibility in the Narthex
throughout Lent increased monetary donations and
expressions of gratitude. Now that thou has given so
much to me, give one thing more, a grateful heart.
+++++++++H

ECW Garden-sharing Plant Sale
Next Sunday, May 11t after the 10 am service

It's time to start digging now for the upcoming ECW
"Garden-sharing Plant Sale" on Sunday, May 11,
2025. After the 10 o'clock service, we will be selling
perennials (flowers that return every year) from our
own gardens. Please start now so plants have time
to be firmly established. Berta Smith (703) 356-2586)
has nursery pofs if you need them Small bags of
potting soil are available at Safeway and other
stores. (Berta likes Miracle Grow potting mix). Our
objective is to make our world even more beautiful
and to make plants affordable to more gardeners.
If you no longer garden, these plants would be a
thoughtful gift to new neighbors, new gardeners
and many others. We also welcome donated clay
pots, decorative pots, small garden furnishings and
tools.
+++++++++++

Volunteer Opportunity to Help the Immigrant

Population in Northern VA on May 5t

The English Empowerment Center is the leading
provider of English language instruction in northern
Virginia. (Englishempowermentcenter.org). They
serve the immigrant population by providing English
language instruction for those folks who have less
than sixth grade proficiency in English at18 locations
in the area and by zoom. If you would like to get to
know more about this organization, they have a
volunteer opportunity on May 5th, with their
Employment Fair. They are looking for volunteer
greeters to make all who attend feel welcome.
Continued on back...

If you would like to participate in this event, please
reach out to Amy Tristan, Director of Volunteers,
(atristan@englishempowermentcenter.org). You
only need to know English to volunteer.
++++++++++++

Pints with Doubting Thomas

Wednesday, May 14t at 6:30 pm
at High Point Pub in Whole Foods, Tysons. Join us for
learning and conversation in a relaxed
environment. The first round of drinks (alcoholic or
non-alcoholic) is on us! This month, we will contfinue
the discussion on Christian approaches to war,
peace, and violence.
++++++++++++H+

Coffee Hour Hosts needed for May, June, July
Sign-ups to host coffee hour are available via a link
to SignUpGenius or by using the QR code, both of
which are below. If you need help signing up
electronically, | would be happy to help! We would
like hosts to limit their food offerings to 2-3 items, to
include fresh fruit or raw veggies (and indicate on
the sign up if you can make coffee). Thank you for
continuing this tradition of Fellowship at St. Thomas!
Please contact me directly with any questions.
Becky Ventorini, Fellowship Hour Coordinator
beckyventorini@gmail.com
Home (703) 288-3166 / Cell: (202) 390-4412
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10COB4EAAAC?2
CA64-52775851-stthomas
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Red-Handed - Sudan: Don’t Look Away
May 10t =11 amto 4 pm
Historic Christ Church Auditorium

118 N. Washington Street Alexandria, Virginia
An extraordinary one-day art installation by well-
known artist Rosemary Feit Covey is coming to Old
Town, Alexandria, Virginia, May 10. She calls the
work “Red-Handed.” The Alexandria installation,
offered by American Friends of the Episcopal
Church of the Sudans, is subfitled “Sudan: Don't
Turn Away."” It focuses on awareness of the tens of
thousands killed, and the tens of millions displaced
and starving in the continuing, often-overlooked
two year civil war in Sudan. Looking down, visitors
will find ways to discover the toll of war in Sudan.
Former U.S. Ambassadors will be on hand as well as
members of the South Sudanese community to
report what's happening on the ground, and the
American Friends of the Episcopal Church of the
Sudans will offer ways to help. Admission is free.
Because of the intensity of the images, Red-
Handed — Sudan: Don't Turn Away is not suitable for
young children.
+++++++++++++

This Week
Monday May 5th
12 pm — Noonday Prayer
2 pm — Worship Committee Meeting
Tuesday May éth
12 pm — Midweek Eucharist
Wednesday May 7th
10 am - Staff Meeting
12 pm — Noonday Prayer
Thursday May 8th
12 pm — Noonday Prayer
Friday May 9th
11 am — McLean Islamic Center Worship
Saturday May 10t
7:45 am — Men Eating Breakfast
Sunday May 11th
8:45 am — Choir Rehearsal
10 am — Worship
11:30 am — ECW Garden-sharing Plant Sale
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