
 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday 

 

 

7:30 PM 

April 3, 2026 
 

We, the baptized ministers,  

declare Christ’s Mission for us: 

 to grow as a Church  

in the spiritual strength  

of community,  

and to care, reach out,  

and include all people in Christ’s love. 
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On this day, the ministers enter in silence. 
All kneel for silent prayer, after which the liturgy begins. 

 
Salutation 
Blessed be our God. 
Forever and ever. Amen. 
Let us pray. 
 
The Collect for Good Friday 
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus 
Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death 
upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
 
Psalm 69:1-23 (We will pray a portion of Psalm 69 responsively by half verse) 

1 Save me, O God, * 
for the waters have risen up to my neck. 

2 I am sinking in deep mire, * 
and there is no firm ground for my feet. 

3 I have come into deep waters, * 
and the torrent washes over me. 

4 I have grown weary with my crying; my throat is inflamed; * 
my eyes have failed from looking for my God. 

5 Those who hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of my head; 
my lying foes who would destroy me are mighty. * 
Must I then give back what I never stole? 

6 O God, you know my foolishness, * 
and my faults are not hidden from you. 

7 Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me, Lord God of hosts; * 
let not those who seek you be disgraced because of me, O God of Israel. 

8 Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, * 
and shame has covered my face. 

9 I have become a stranger to my own kindred, * 
an alien to my mother's children. 

Welcome to St. Thomas. We are so glad that you are here with us. If you are new 

to our community, we invite you to fill out a welcome card located in the pew 

rack in front of you, and either place it in the offering plate or hand it to a priest. 
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10 Zeal for your house has eaten me up; * 
the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 

11 I humbled myself with fasting, * 
but that was turned to my reproach. 

12 I put on sack-cloth also, * 
and became a byword among them. 

13 Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, * 
and the drunkards make songs about me. 

14 But as for me, this is my prayer to you, * 
at the time you have set, O Lord: 

15 "In your great mercy, O God, * 
answer me with your unfailing help. 

16 Save me from the mire; do not let me sink; * 
let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of the deep waters. 

17 Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swallow me up; * 
do not let the Pit shut its mouth upon me. 

18 Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; * 
in your great compassion, turn to me." 

19 "Hide not your face from your servant; * 
be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 

20 Draw near to me and redeem me; * 
because of my enemies deliver me. 

21 You know my reproach, my shame, and my dishonor; * 
my adversaries are all in your sight." 

22 Reproach has broken my heart, and it cannot be healed; * 
I looked for sympathy, but there was none, for comforters, but I could find no one. 

23 They gave me gall to eat, * 
and when I was thirsty, they gave me vinegar to drink. 

 
The First Lesson Hebrews 10:16-25 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 

The Holy Spirit testifies saying, "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those 
days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds," 
he also adds, "I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more." Where there is 
forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 

Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through 
his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope 
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without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke 
one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence Hymn          Alone Thou Goest Forth, O Lord  #164 Hymnal 1982 

 

 

 
 

 

The Passion Gospel according to John See Booklet 
 

Sermon Fr. Will Drosos 
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Hymn Before the Solemn Collects          Ah, Holy Jesus  #158 Hymnal 1982 

 
 
The Solemn Collects 
Please kneel as you are able. 
 
Dear People of God: Our heavenly Father sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him might be saved; that all who believe in him might be 
delivered from the power of sin and death, and become heirs with him of everlasting life. 
We pray, therefore, for  people everywhere according to their needs. 
 
Let us pray for the holy catholic church of Christ throughout the world; 
 For its unity in witness and service 
 For all bishops and other ministers 
 and the people whom they serve 
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 For Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Mark, Gayle, and Mark, our Bishops;  
            and all the people of this diocese 
 For all Christians in this community 
 For those about to be baptized. 
That God will confirm his Church in faith, increase it in love, and preserve it in peace.              
  
Silence 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you 
for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and 
devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority among 
them; 
 For Donald, the President of the United States and Abigail, our Governor 
 For the Congress and the Supreme Court 
 For all elected leaders and officials in Fairfax County 
 For the Members and Representatives of the United Nations 
 For all who serve the common good  
That by God’s help they may seek justice and truth, and live in peace and concord. 
 
Silence 
 
Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your 
wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquility your 
dominion may increase, until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind; 
 For those experiencing hunger, homelessness, and poverty, and for the oppressed 
 For the sick, the wounded, and the disabled 
 For those in loneliness, fear, and anguish 
 For those who face temptation, doubt, and despair 
 For the sorrowful and bereaved 
 For prisoners and captives, and those in mortal danger 
That God in his mercy will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of 
his love, and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their needs. 
 
Silence 
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Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer: Let the cry of 
those in misery and need come to you, that they may find your mercy present with them in 
all their afflictions; and give us, we pray, the strength to serve them for the sake of him who 
suffered for us, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us pray for all who have not received the Gospel of Christ;  

For those who have never heard the word of salvation  
For those who have lost their faith  
For those hardened by sin or indifference  
For the contemptuous and the scornful  
For those who are enemies of the cross of Christ and persecutors of his disciples  
For those who in the name of Christ have persecuted others  

That God will open their hearts to the truth, and lead them to faith and obedience. 
 
Silence 
 
Merciful God, creator of all the peoples of the earth and lover of souls: Have compassion 
on all who do not know you as you are revealed in your Son Jesus Christ; let your Gospel be 
preached with grace and power to those who have not heard it; turn the hearts of those 
who resist it; and bring home to your fold those who have gone astray; that there may be 
one flock under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us commit ourselves to our God, and pray for the grace of a holy life, that, with all who 
have departed this world and have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is 
known to God alone, we may be accounted worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of 
our Lord, and receive the crown of life in the day of resurrection. 
 
Silence 
 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that 
wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in 
tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were 
cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and 
that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things all 
things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Following the Solemn Collects, weather permitting, the congregation processes outside for 

the adoration of the cross. We will begin the procession after the first few verses of the 
hymn. Please follow the altar party. 
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Processional Hymn     O Sacred Head Sore Wounded #168 Blue Hymnal 
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Choral Anthem          Ave Verum Corpus W.A. Mozart 

Ave, Ave verum corpus 
natum de Maria Virginae: 

Vere passum immolatum 
in cruce pro homine: 

Cujus latus perforatum 
unda fluxit aqua et sanguine: 
Esto nobis praegustatum 

mortis in examine, 
mortis in examine. 

Jesu, word of God incarnate, 
of the Virgin Mary born; 

On the cross, thy sacred body, 
for us men with nails was torn. 

Cleanse us by the blood and water 
streaming from thy pierced side. 

Feed us with thy body broken, 
now in death’s agony, 

Now in death’s agony. 

Adoration of the Cross 
 

During the playing of “Vocalise” you are invited to venerate the cross 
 
Anthem          Vocalise Sergei Rachmaninoff (Audrey Adair, Flutist) 
 

Following the playing of “Vocalise”, the congregation processes  
back into the sanctuary and kneels for The Anthems. 

 
The Anthems 
 

Anthem 1 

We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
and praise and glorify your holy resurrection; 
for by virtue of your cross joy has come to the whole world. 

May God be merciful to us and bless us, 
show us the light of his countenance, and come to us. 
Let your ways be known upon earth, 
your saving health among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you. 
We glory in your cross, O Lord, 
and praise and glorify your holy resurrection; 
for by virtue of your cross joy has come to the whole world. 
 
Anthem 2 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

If we have died with him, we shall also live with him; 
if we endure, we shall also reign with him. 
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We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

Anthem 3 

O Savior of the world, 
who by thy cross and precious blood hast redeemed us: 
Save us and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 
 
Pange Lingua          Sing, My Tongue, The Glorious Battle #166 Blue Hymnal 
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Confession and Absolution of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  A time of silence. Together, let us pray: 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 
lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you 
have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil 
done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Communion from the Reserved Sacrament 
We offer both the common cup and a cup for intinction. To receive by intinction, go to the 
left side of the altar rail. To sip from the common cup, go to the right side of the altar rail. 
 
Communion Hymn          On a Hill Far Away (The Old Rugged Cross) #38 LEVAS II 
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Concluding Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death 
between your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy and 
grace to the living; pardon and rest to the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; 
and to us sinners everlasting life and glory; for with the Father and Holy Spirit you live and 
reign, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Service concludes in silence 

 
Worship Participants 

Presider Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith 

Preacher Fr. Will Drosos 

Deacon Rev. Beth Clarke 

Digital Verger Chuck Grimes 

Eucharistic Minister Anthony Amato 

Lector Pat Smith 

 
 

 
 

Join us tomorrow morning on Zoom for a short Holy Saturday service 

 

APRIL VESTRY PERSON 
Will Ferris 

vox54@aol.com  703-801-1256 

Questions, comments, concerns, compliments, all welcome. 
 

mailto:vox54@aol.com


15 
 

 
 
 

 

For those wishing to attend an Easter Vigil service, we will be worshiping with 
our friends at St. Anne's Episcopal Church.  

 

St. Anne's is located at  
1700 Wainwright Drive, Reston, VA 20190.  

 

The Easter Vigil at St. Anne's begins at 7:30 pm on Saturday, April 4 and we will 
meet in the courtyard for the lighting of the new Easter fire. 
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PRAYER FOR ST. THOMAS CHURCH 

Almighty God, by your Spirit the whole body of your Church is governed and sanctified.  
Hear our prayer for St. Thomas: build in us a renewed vision of your Church; shape our life 

according to your will; empower us with the gifts to make us one, that together we may grow 
as a church in the spiritual strength of community, and reach out to include all people in Christ’s 

love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

MINISTERS 

The Baptized Faithful of St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
The Most Rev. Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. E. Mark Stevenson, Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Gayle E. Harris, Assistant Bishop 
The Rt. Rev. Mark A. Bourlakas, Assistant Bishop 

 

The Rev. Fran Gardner-Smith, Rector 540-532-5665 – fran.gardnersmith@stthomasmcleanva.org 
Fr. William Drosos, Associate Rector 513-638-8800 – will.drosos@stthomasmcleanva.org 
Fr. David Lucey, Assisting Priest 571-587-9568 – luceyd@gmail.com 
Dr. Lori Lind, Minister of Music 443-226-8270 – lori.lind@stthomasmcleanva.org 
The Rev. Beth Clarke, Deacon and Seminarian 602-463-5289 – eclarke@vts.edu 

Mr. Anthony Amato, Seminarian 530-863-0692 – aamato@vts.edu 

 

THE VESTRY        

Rick Howe Senior Warden rhowelaw@gmail.com 515-229-8414 
Anne Spear Junior Warden amspear@yahoo.com 703-915-4300 
Chris Johnston  christopher.a.johnston@gmail.com 410-299-9776   
Chuck Grimes  Chuck.Grimes@outlook.com 571-455-5326 
Jim Ventorini  jventorini@cox.net 202-999-0484 
Alan Thode  afthode@hotmail.com 

Will Ferris  vox54@aol.com 703-801-1256 
Jane Frierson  jane.frierson@gmail.com 703-536-4490 
Alison Pruitt  alpruitt@verizon.net 

 

OTHER LEADERS 

David Alton Smith Register dapy.smith@gmail.com 703-488-0442 
Pat Smith Treasurer                        pysmith51@gmail.com 703-338-0974 
Steve Wickman Diocesan Delegate wickmansb@msn.com 571-393-8544 
Becky Ventorini Alternate Delegate beckyventorini@gmail.com 202-390-4412 

 

STAFF 

Rishabh Bajekal Parish Administrator Rishabh.bajekal@stthomasmcleanva.org 703-442-0330 
Abbey Behrns Accountant accountant@stthomasmclean.org 540-222-2584 
Nicole Warga Cribbery Caregiver ncwarga00@hotmail.com 703-476-9476 
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